
this parcel.  Acquisition of this parcel by the Township 
could provide more frontage along High Hill Road to be 
used for trails, active recreation fi elds, access drives, or 
parking.

46. Privately Owned Parcel, 
Swedesboro (Block 1, Lot 1)

Block 1, Lot 1 in Swedesboro is approximately 0.9 acres 
and is directly across Locke Avenue from the former 
Japanese Internment Camp site (Block 5, Lot 16) in 
Woolwich.  The site has access to Raccoon Creek, is 
directly adjacent to the Locke Avenue bridge, and contains 
a vacant and dilapidated residence. The property should 
be considered for acquisition as its location provides 
an excellent opportunity for a park that could serve as 
a gateway to downtown Swedesboro and Locke Avenue 
park in Woolwich.  

Photo: Matthew Blake
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All of the sites mentioned above can also be located on 
the Park and Open Space Inventory Map found at the end 
of this chapter. 

Parks and Open Space 
Analysis Mapping
After analysis of the Township inventory mapping and 
discussions with the project committee, several sites 
were chosen to be more closely analyzed for potential 
recreational uses.  These sites were chosen based upon 

several factors including size, location, ownership, existing 
on site uses, adjacent uses, existing natural features on 
site, and their general capability to accommodate various 
recreational uses desired by the Township and borough.  
All site analysis maps are located at the end of this 
chapter.

Recreational Facilities 
Analysis
Multiple tools were used to analyze current active 
recreation facility use and demand to make determina-
tions and recommendations for future active recreation 

FACILITY TYPE LOCKE AVE/HIGH HILL LAKE NARRATICON PARK
PARKS
TOTAL

KINGSWAY
REGIONAL

WALTER
HILL

CHARLES
STRATTON

CHARLES
HARKER

MARGARET
CLIFFORD

SCHOOLS
TOTAL

GRAND
TOTAL

BASEBALL 7 0 7 2 1 1 4 11
BASKETBALL (OUTDOOR 2 0 2 2 1 1 0 4 6
BASKETBALL (INDOOR) 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 5 5
FOOTBALL 2 0 2 1 1 3
FIELD HOCKEY 0 0 0 2 2 2
MULTIPURPOSE FIELD 1 0 1 1 1 2
PLAYGROUND 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 4 6
SOCCER 4 0 4 4 4 8
TRACK 0 0 0 1 1 1
SOFTBALL 2 0 2 2 1 1 4 6
TENNIS 0 0 0 6 6 6

SCHOOLSPARKS
EXISTING FACILITY INVENTORY

WOOLWICH/SWEDESBORO
RADNOR,

PA

UPPER
DUBLIN,

PA

UPPER
MORELAND,

PA
RANDOLPH,

NJ
ROXBURY

, NJ

SCOTCH
PLAINS,

NJ AVERAGE

DIFFERENCE
FROM

AVERAGE

DIFFERENCE
FROM

MAXIMUM

GROUP
DESIRED

FACILITIES
ESTIMATED
LOS CALC

POPULATION 26,069 (expected 2040) 30,878 25,569 24,015 25,734 23,324 23,510
# OF PARKS 2 27 28 19 28 28 28 26.33 -24 -26
PARK AREA (ACRES) 115.17 346.59 390.6 218.15 935.36 353.1 92.5 389.38 -274.21 -820.19

FACILITY
BASEBALL 5 6 23 2 3 8 7 8.17 -3 -18 4 2-3
BASKETBALL 2 6 16 13 4 5 7 8.50 -7 -14
FIELD HOCKEY 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00 0 0 2
FOOTBALL 2 1 2 1 2 0 0 1.00 1 0 2-3* 6**
LACROSSE 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0.17 0 -1
MULTIPURPOSE FIELD 1 9 16 7 5 2 0 6.50 -6 -15 **
PLAYGROUND 3 9 16 18 4 6 8 10.17 -7 -15
SKATEPARK 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0.33 0 -1
SOCCER 4 3 18 3 7 7 10 8.00 -4 -14 4 6
SOFTBALL 4 6 8 6 11 9 6 7.67 -4 -7 4 2-3
ROLLER HOCKEY 0 1 1 1 0 1 1 0.83 -1 -1
TENNIS 0 5 20 9 6 5 11 9.33 -9 -20
VOLLEYBALL 0 1 3 5 1 2 0 2.00 -2 -5

*  Organization did not respond with a specific number of desired fields
** Survey sample indicated high demand for football.  Consider multiuse fields for this sport.

COMPARABLE MUNICIPALITIES SUMMARY CHART
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facilities.  These tools include an facility inventory, a sports 
groups questionnaire, community benchmarking, level 
of service calculations, telephone survey results, online 
survey results, and fi rst hand knowledge and opinions 
from the project committee and the Woolwich Township 
Parks Director.

Recreation Facilities and Programs 
Inventory

The existing facility inventory chart below identifi es existing 
municipal owned recreation facilities within the Township 
and borough.  The chart also identifi es facilities located 
at area schools including Kingsway Regional, Walter 
Hill School, Charles Stratton School, Charles Harker 
School, and Margaret Clifford School.  Existing facilities 
examined include baseball fi elds, softball fi elds, soccer 
fi elds, football fi elds, fi eld hockey fi elds, multi purpose 
fi elds, running tracks, tennis courts, basketball courts, 
and playgrounds. The 11 baseball fi elds in the Township 
is the most of any facility.  Soccer is second with 8 fi elds 
followed by basketball, tennis, softball and playgrounds 
each with 6.

The Swedesboro / Woolwich Parks and Recreation 
Department has a rapidly growing list of community 
recreational organizations.  The chart located at the end 
of this chapter identifi es these organizations.  As part of 
the planning process, each of these organizations were 
contacted and to provide information regarding their or-
ganizational participation, facility use, facility need, and 
organizational structure.  

Of the 11 organizations, the largest program is currently 
the Swedesboro Woolwich Soccer Association which has 
approximately 3,000 participants per year.  Youth baseball 
and softball is the second most popular sport with 5 or-
ganizations totaling approximately 2,200 participants.  
Swedesboro Woolwich Basketball currently has approxi-

mately 450 participants, Kingsway Youth Field Hockey, 
190 participants, Kingsway Youth Football, approximately 
150 participants, and Logan Township Adult Softball, 110 
participants.  

Six of these organizations have indicated that participa-
tion is expected to increase in the upcoming years with 
soccer predicting the greatest increase of approximately 
1,000 participants.  The chart also displays specifi c facility 
needs as indicated by each organization.  

Community Benchmarking

Community benchmarking was completed as a means 
of determining how Woolwich and Swedesboro’s 
recreational facilities compare to what will be needed in 
2040.  6 municipalities with populations similar to that of 
Woolwich and Swedesboro’s anticipated 2040 population 
(26,069) were analyzed.  Existing recreational facilities in 
these six municipalities were inventoried and compared 
to the existing facilities in Woolwich and Swedesboro to 
determine the extent of defi cit or surplus for each type of 
facility.  

The chart on the previous page identifi es all facilities 
inventoried. The chart does not include any school 
facilities in Woolwich and Swedesboro.  Compared to the 
average of the six comparable municipalities, Woolwich 
and Swedesboro are defi cient in all facility types except 
football (+1), fi eld hockey (even), lacrosse (even), and 
skate parks (even)(none).  The largest defi ciencies 
compared to the average are tennis (-9), playgrounds (-7), 
and basketball courts (-7).  Soccer is 4 fi elds defi cient, 
baseball, 3 defi cient, and softball, 4 fi elds defi cient.

Level of Service Calculations

In the past, the National Recreation and Park Association 
(NRPA) advocated a uniform national standard for park 
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land within a community, for example 10 acres per 1,000 
residents.  This approach has since been discarded by 
the NRPA for a less arbitrary standard called “Level of 
Service” (LOS).  The NRPA indicates that the Level of 
Service is needs driven and facility based focused around 
supply and demand of particular recreational facilities.  

The statistically valid telephone survey described earlier 
in this chapter was used to determine current demand 
for park facilities.  The results of this survey were utilized 
in the LOS formula and compared to the current facility 
supply to produce a standard that responds to the specifi c 
recreational needs of Woolwich Township and the Borough 
of Swedesboro.  

The level of service calculation was used for existing 
baseball, softball, and soccer facilities in Woolwich 
Township.  It was determined that soccer facilities currently 
serve an approximate population of 5,481 which is about 
6 fi elds defi cient. Existing baseball and softball facilities 
currently serve a population of 5,640 which is about 5 
fi elds defi cient.  

The level of service should not be used as a sole indicator 
for future facilities.  The LOS should be used in conjunction 
with the other tools mentioned above as well as the input 
from the project committee and Woolwich Township parks 
director to help the Township and borough adequately 
plan their future recreational facilities.  

Recommended Active Recreation 
Facilities

After analysis of the telephone survey results, online 
survey results, community benchmarking and LOS 
calculations, determinations were made as to needed 
facilities within the Township and borough.  Current needs 
were determined as well as anticipated needs 25 years 
in the future when the population is expected to roughly 
double in size.  Recommended active recreation facilities 

RECOMMENDED FACILITIES - NOW
Baseball 1 60/90 Field & 2 Smaller Fields
Field Hockey 2 Fields
Football 2 Fields
Soccer 6 Fields
Softball 2 Fields
Multi-use 3 Fields

RECOMMENDED FACILITIES - BY 2040
Baseball 1-5 Fields
Field Hockey 1-2 Fields
Football 1-2 Fields
Soccer 2-8 Fields
Softball 2-5 Fields
Multi-use 4 or More Fields
Note: Recommendations are in addition to 
recommended facilities needed now.

are summarized in the boxes below.  

These needs will be dependent on actual population 
growth, future sports group demand, and future sports 
group participation.  Additionally, use of school facilities by 
sports organizations and the community may reduce the 
need for Township fi elds.  Existing use of school facilities 
is shown in the School Facility Use Chart at the end of 
this chapter.

In addition to the above facilities, the community surveys 
showed a strong demand for tennis.   Tennis is not listed in 
the chart above because there are currently no Township 
owned courts to study actual use and demand.   In the 
next chapter, tennis courts are proposed at both Locke 
Ave/High Hill Park as well as Beckett Golf Club.  A future 
determination will have to be made as to the appropriate 
number of courts to serve the community.
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Site#FacilityNameSize(acres)OwnershipStatus
Existing/AnticipatedFacility

Type
Existing/PotentialPrimary

Use
Priority(High,
Medium,LowAcquisitionCost(Y/N)

DevelopmentCostLow<$500k
Med<$1MHigh>$1M

1LockeAvenue/HighHillPark78.88TownshipActiveSportsHighNHigh

2FormerPNCSite9.54TownshipActiveSportsHighNHigh

3LockAvenue/HighHillPark(undeveloped)61.98TownshipActiveSportsHighNHigh

4PrivatelyOwnedParcel32.33PrivatePassive
Wateraccess,Env.

ProtectionHighYLow

5FormerJapaneseInternmentCamp5.79PrivatePassiveHistoric,WateraccessMedYMed

6SwedesboroAuctionSite2.33BoroughMixed
Communtyuse,skating,

eventsHighNHigh

7NJDEPWildlifeManagementSite64.03NJDEPPassiveEnv.ProtectionHigh
Y(maytradeforothertwp

ownedsite)Med

8LapalomentoFamilySite144.15TownshipMixed
Sports,wateraccess,trails,

Env.ProtectionHighNHigh

9PalladinoFields40.5TownshipPassiveEnv.ProtectionHighNLow

10WeatherbyROSIparcels141.21TownshipPassive
ConnectorTrails,Env.

ProtectionMedNLow

11PrivatelyOwnedParcel56.38PrivateMixedSports,Env.ProtectionHighYHigh

12PrivatelyOwnedParcel44.22PrivateMixedSports,Env.ProtectionHighYHigh

13PrivatelyOwnedParcel16.5PrivatePassiveEnv.ProtectionLowYLow

14PrivatelyOwnedParcel29.7PrivatePassiveEnv.ProtectionLowYLow

15MaccaroneFarm124PrivatePassive
Wateraccess,Env.

ProtectionHighYMed

16TownshipOwnedParcel31.56TownshipPassive
Wateraccess,Env.

ProtectionLowNMed

17ABeckettGolfClub(westernside)131.4PrivateMixed
Recreation,Communityuse,

GolfHighYHigh

17BBeckettGolfClub(easternside)91.37PrivateMixed
Recreation,Communityuse,

GolfMedYHigh

18Oliphant'sMillPond31.6PrivatePassiveSwimming,Env.ProtectionHighYMed

19TownshipOwnedParcel6TownshipPassiveEnv.ProtectionLowNLow

20WoolwichTownshipMunicipalComplex23.99TownshipPassiveCommunityuseMedNMed

21FormerNIKEMissileBaseSite33.82TownshipPassiveHistoricalInterpretationLowNHigh

22PrivatelyOwnedParcel10PrivatePassive
Wateraccess,Env.

ProtectionLowYLow

23PrivatelyOwnedParcel9.65PrivatePassive
Wateraccess,Env.

ProtectionHighYLow

24LakeNarraticonPark36.29BoroughPassive
Waterrecreation,trails,

communityuseHighNLow

25TownshipOwnedParcel1TownshipPassiveWateraccessMedNLow

26GlenEchoAve.0.72PrivatePassiveWateraccessHighYLow

27NJDEPGrandSpruteRunNHP97.02StatePassiveEnv.ProtectionLowStateOwnedLow

28PrivatelyOwnedParcel11.79PrivatePassive
Wateraccess,community

useHighYMed

29StateOwnedParcel30.2StatePassiveEnv.ProtectionLowStateOwnedLow

30TomlinStationNHP45PrivatePassivePondaccess,Env.ProtectionLowYLow

31PrivatelyOwnedParcel58.65PrivatePassive
WaterAccess,Env.

ProtectionHighYLow

32PrivatelyOwnedParcel7.38PrivateActiveSportsLowYMed

33PrivatelyOwnedParcel33.39PrivatePassiveConnectortrailsMedYLow

34PrivatelyOwnedParcel10.81PrivatePassiveConnectortrailsHighYLow

35PrivatelyOwnedParcel13.21PrivatePassiveConnectortrailsLowYLow

36PrivatelyOwnedParcel51.83PrivateMixedGolf,Env.ProtectionMedYHigh

37TownshipOwnedParcel22.28TownshipPassiveTrails,Env.ProtectionMedNMed

38TownshipOwnedParcels6.14TownshipPassiveEnv.ProtectionMedNLow

39PrivatelyOwnedParcel64.22PrivatePassiveTrails,Env.ProtectionLowYLow

40PrivatelyOwnedParcels2.95PrivateMixed
Recreation,Communityuse,

GolfHighYHigh

41PrivatelyOwnedParcel11.05PrivatePassive
WaterAccess,Trails,

CommunityuseMedYLow

42PrivatelyOwnedParcel27.76PrivatePassiveTrails,Env.ProtectionHighYLow

43PrivatelyOwnedParcel24.46PrivatePassiveTrails,Env.ProtectionLowYLow

44PrivatelyOwnedParcel2.51PrivatePassive
Townshipuse,Community

useMedYLow

45PrivatelyOwnedParcel1.13PrivatePassive
Trails,Townshipuse,

CommunityuseMedYLow

46PrivatelyOwnedParcel0.91PrivatePassive
Gatewaypark,Community

useMedYMed

TOTAL1,781.63

PARKFACILITIESMATRIX
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