
MINUTES 

WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING 

FEBRUARY 21, 2017 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Alan Schwager at 7:02 p.m. Mayor Schwager made the 

following statement: 

 

The February 21, 2017 regular meeting of the Woolwich Township committee is being called to order. 

Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act. 

 

Roll Call: Battisti: PRESENT Carleton: PRESENT Schlump: PRESENT 

Rizzi: PRESENT  Schwager: PRESENT 

 

Also present on the dais were Solicitor Mark Shoemaker, Director of Community Development Matt 

Blake and Administrator/Clerk Jane DiBella. 

 

Those present saluted the American Flag. 

 

Motion was made by Committeeman Carleton and seconded by Committeeman Schlump to open the 

meeting to public comment. All were in favor. 

 

With no public present, motion was made by Deputy Mayor Rizzi and seconded by Committeeman 

Schlump to close the public portion. All were in favor. 

 

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Rizzi, seconded by Committeeman Carleton and unanimously 

passed to approve the following reports for the month of January: 

Tax Collector:   $2,330,438.92 remitted  

Municipal Court:  $14,138.81/Woolwich $51.50/Swedesboro 

Police:    Monthly Activity 

DOCD Report:   Monthly Report 

 

Mayor Schwager read the following Ordinances by title only upon first reading: 

 

2017-01 An Ordinance Granting Renewed Consent and Permission to South Jersey Gas Company to 

Use the Public Streets to Furnish Gas for Light, Heat and Power in the Township of Woolwich 

Motion to introduce: Rizzi Second: Carleton 

Roll Call: Battisti: YES, Carleton: YES, Schlump: YES, Rizzi: YES, Schwager: YES 

         

2017-02 An Ordinance of the Township of Woolwich, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey 

Adopting a Redevelopment Plan for Block 5, Lots 11.01 and 16 Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 Et Seq. 

Motion to introduce: Carleton Second: Schlump 

Roll Call: Battisti: YES, Carleton: YES, Schlump: YES, Rizzi; YES, Schwager: YES 

         

2017-03 An Ordinance of the Township of Woolwich, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey 

Adopting a Redevelopment Plan for Block 14, Lots 2 and 4 Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 Et Seq. 

Motion to introduce: Carleton Second: Battisti 

Roll Call: Battisti: YES, Carleton: YES, Schlump: NO, Rizzi: YES, Schwager: YES 



         

2017-04 Ordnance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank 

(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)  

Motion to introduce: Rizzi Second: Carleton 

Roll Call: Battisti: YES, Carleton: YES, Schlump: YES, Rizzi: YES, Schwager: YES 

 

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Rizzi and seconded by Committeeman Carleton to approve a 

consent agenda for resolutions R-2017-58 through R-2017-63. Mayor Schwager requested that 

resolution R-2017-62 be pulled from the consent agenda. 

Roll Call: Battisti: YES, Carleton: YES, Schlump: YES, Rizzi; YES, Schwager: YES 

 

Motion was made by Committeeman Carleton and seconded by Committeeman Battisti to approve 

Resolutions R-2017-58 through R-2017-63 with the exception of R-2017-62. 

    

R-2017-58 Resolution Authorizing the Tax Collector to Transfer or Refund Overpayment of Taxes 

 

R-2017-59 Resolution Authorizing Service for Remediation of Block 5, Lot 3 

 

R-2017-60 Resolution Rescinding Prior Property Liens and Authorizing Refunds of Vacant Property 

Registrations 

 

R-2017-61 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich, County of Gloucester, Requesting the Assistance 

of the State of New Jersey in Addressing the School Funding Issue Faced by the Swedesboro-Woolwich 

and Kingsway Regional High School Districts 

 

R-2017-62 Resolution Authorizing Participation in the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug 

Abuse Fiscal Grant Cycle July 2017-June 2018 

 

R-2017-63 Resolution Authorizing Snow Removal Reimbursement to Lexington Mews Condo 

Association Pursuant to the Existing Municipal Services Agreement 

 

Deputy Mayor Rizzi noted that resolution R-2017-61 regarding school fair funding adequately expresses 

the wishes of the Committee as stated at the Feb. 6th meeting, and hopes that the Legislature reads this 

and provides relief. 

 

Committeeman Carleton agreed and noted that the resolution is well written. 

 

All were in favor. 

 

Mrs. DiBella presented the Administrators report as self explanatory. There were no questions from the 

Committee. 

 

The Committee reviewed and approved the Engineer’s report for the month of January. 

 

The following liaison reports were offered: 

  

Deputy Mayor Rizzi:  JLUB: Reorganization was held in January at which time Joe  

Maugeri was selected Chairman and Bob Rushton, V. Chairman. Beth Sawyer was sworn in as an  



Alternate member. Recommendations have been made by the Board as to certain areas in need of  

redevelopment. Finance: AFS has been filed with the state as of today. Budget meetings will commence  

next week. Open Space Ag.; Committee met and discussed open space projects. The Committee agreed  

to park infrastructure expansion. Parks and Recreation; Committee is working on updating bylaws which  

may be ready for the Committee to review in April. Plans for the May 6th Fun day are in the works.  

Fireworks show may be held in conjunction with the St. Alfio Feast celebration.   Fire/EMS: 48 total calls.  

% of mutual aid stands at 70/30. 

 

Committeeman Battisti: S/W School District; District passed a resolution regarding fair  

funding to be sent to the state. BDAC; Shade Tree Commission; STC will meet in 2017 as needed.  

Environmental Commission; Commission obtained a grant to purchase property on Glen Echo Ave. with  

visions of boat ramp access. Grant application will be filed for demolition of existing house on the  

property. Commission is looking to host two kayak events and conduct community educational events.  

Fifty Three plots are planned for the Community Garden, with one being targeted for children. Will be  

reviewing erosion issues into Lake Narraticon.  Thanks to Committeeman Schlump for his work on  

EC. Green Team: Article will be printed in the next newsletter seeking community volunteers.  

 

Committeeman Carleton: KRHS; District has been advised by the Commissioner of  

Education to prepare for flat funding which will mean a $2 million deficit in the district. The district  

recently petitioned the state to follow its funding formula, however, the petition was rejected by the  

Supreme Court. The school is investigating other options.  BDAC; Will meet on March1. Will look to  

amend the creating ordinance to better define purpose and duties. Continue to look at the Shop Local  

card funding options.  The Committee will be discussing a 2017 Taste of Woolwich event and revamping  

its website. Christmas Parade; Meeting will begin soon. 

 

Committeeman Schlump: Streets and Roads; Small snow storm provided use of the new  

truck and salt spreader. Buildings and Grounds; P/W is edging fields and screening topsoil for use at  

backstops. Stormwater basins were cleared of 12 yards of vegetative waste. The department continues  

with safety training. Stormwater Reports and Right to Know reports have been completed. Recent   

PEOSHA inspection resulted in two minor violations which will be abated. Trash/Recycling: Holiday  

schedule has been posted. E-Waste collection may begin in the spring.   

 

Mayor Schwager: Construction and Zoning Code Enforcement; 6 housing starts, 26  

zoning permits issued month of January. 194 properties vacant properties are registered with ommunity  

Champions. TDR Task Force; A few deed of easement acquisitions will be taking place. Police; New Lt. is  

settling in. Municipal Court: Busy month of January. 

 

Committeeman Schlump questioned when the DOCD report would be provided. Mayor Schwager  

replied that the report is with the other monthly reports and that if questions exist from the Committee,  

they should be asked under reports. 

 

Motion was made by Committeeman Carleton, seconded by Committeeman Battisti and unanimously  

passed to approve R-2017-64 Resolution for Closed Session.    

 

The Committee entered closed session at 7:22 p.m. for the purpose of discussing litigation in the  

matters of Stebbins v Woolwich and Morgan and Daniels disciplinary hearing schedule. 

 

The regular meeting reconvened at 7:34 p.m. 



 

There was no old business.  

   

Under new business, the Committee reviewed and discussed title quotes for Block 41 Lots. 7.01-7.23 for  

which West Jersey Title was lowest at $1,805.00. That quote was reviewed and found to be compliant.  

 

Deputy Mayor Rizzi then moved to accept the quote of West Jersey Title to conduct title work for Block  

41, lots 7.01-7.23 in the amount of $1,805. Committeeman Battisti seconded. All were in favor.    

     

The Committee then reviewed and discussed quotes received for survey work on Block 41, Lots 7.01- 

7.23 for which Taylor, Wiseman and Taylor were the low quote at $7,965.00. 

 

Motion was then made by Deputy Mayor Rizzi to authorize survey work to Taylor, Wiseman and Taylor   

on Block 41, Los 7.01-7.23 in the amount of $7,965.00 per their proposal dated Feb. 15, 2017.  

Committeeman Battisti seconded. All were in favor. 

 

Discussion was held regarding signage for the proposed trail system and trail head parking area.  

Mr. Blake advised that there is a current set of rules and regulations for parks included in the agenda  

packet. Discussion ensued regarding signage at the trail head facility. 

 

Further discussion was held reading naming the trail system. Discussion ensued. 

 

Deputy Mayor Rizzi suggested putting this task out to the schools as a project. The Committee was in  

agreement and instructed Mr. Blake to set up a meeting with the S/W district administration to explore  

this idea.  

 

Committeeman Schlump suggested that the park rules be distributed to the PD and Parks and Rec, and  

to take care of any inconsistencies and contradictions to ensure that all rules are unified.  

 

The resignation of Jackie Williams from the Parks and Recreation Committee was accept with regret  

upon a motion by Deputy Mayor Rizzi, seconded by Committeeman Carleton and unanimously  

approved. 

 

Motion was made by Committeeman Carleton and seconded by Deputy Mayor Rizzi to approve  

resolution R-2017-65 Resolution Making an Appointment to the Parks and Recreation Committee  

naming Michelle VanDiehl to fill the vacant seat. All were in favor. 

 

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Rizzi and seconded by Committeeman Carleton to approve 

resolution  

R-2017-66 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Authorizing Settlement of Pending Litigation as 

Discussed in closed session. All were in favor. 
 

The following minutes were approved upon a motion by Deputy Mayor Rizzi, seconded by 

Committeeman Carleton and unanimously passed. 

January 17, 2017 Regular Meeting 

February 6, 2017 Work Shop Meeting 

 



Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Rizzi and seconded by Committeeman Carleton to approve the bills 

and purchase orders pending the Mayors final approval. All were in favor. 

 

With no further business, motion was made by Deputy Mayor Rizzi, seconded by Committeeman 

Carleton and unanimously passed to adjourn the meeting.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Jane DiBella 

Administrator/Clerk 

 

 

 

Minutes not verbatim 

Audio recording on file 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 


