
MINUTES 

WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING 

NOVEMBER 21, 2016 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Mayor Schwager with the following statement: 

 

The November 21, 2016 regular meeting of the Woolwich Township committee is being called to order. 

Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act. 

 

Roll Call: Carleton: PRESENT Lavender: ABSENT Schlump: ABSENT 

Rizzi: PRESENT  Schwager: PRESENT 

 

Also present on the dais were Solicitor Mark Shoemaker, Director of Community Development Matt 

Blake and Administrator/Clerk Jane DiBella. 

 

Those present saluted the American Flag. 

 

Motion was made by Committeeman Carleton and seconded by Deputy Mayor Rizzi to open the 

meeting to public comment. All were in favor. 

 

Hearing no comment, Deputy Mayor Rizzi moved to close the public portion. Committeeman Carleton 

seconded. All were in favor. 

 

The Committee heard a presentation from its Joint Insurance Fund (JIF) RMC Tom Narolewski regarding 

the Township’s Safety efforts. He gave accolades to Anthony Bertino, the Safety Coordinator, for a job 

well done. 

 

Motion was made by Committeeman Carleton, seconded by Deputy Mayor Rizzi and unanimously 

passed to approve the following reports for the month of October: 

Tax Collector:   $___________remitted (Report to be provided) 

Municipal Court:  $14,227.75/Woolwich $65.00/Swedesboro 

Police:    Monthly Activity 

Park Director:   Monthly Activity 

Woolwich Fire Company Monthly Report 

It was noted that the Tax Collector’s report was still pending.  

 

Mayor Schwager noted that the following Ordinances remain tabled: 

 

2016-11 An Ordinance of the Township of Woolwich, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey 

Implementing Zoning Changes Necessary to Comply with the Duly Amended Master Plan  

       Previously Tabled 

 

2016-12 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 177 of the Code of the Township of Woolwich Entitled 

“Trees”       Previously Tabled 

 

Mayor Schwager read the following Ordinances by title only upon second reading for the Committee’s 

consideration: 



 

2016-17 An Ordinance of the Township of Woolwich, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey, 

Superceding and Replacing Chapter 117 of the Woolwich Township Code 

Open public hearing: Rizzi  Second: Carleton All in favor 

No comment 

Close public hearing: Rizzi Second: Carleton All in favor 

Motion to adopt: Rizzi  Second: Carleton 

Roll Call: Carleton: YES, Rizzi: YES, Schwager: YES 

 

Mayor Schwager further read the following Ordinance as previously introduced: 

 

2016-18 An Ordinance of the Township of Woolwich, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey, 

Rescinding Woolwich Township Code §203-40 (R-1 Residential District) and Replacing it with New 

Provisions 

Open public hearing: Carleton  Second: Rizzi All in favor 

No comment 

Close public hearing: Rizzi Second: Carleton All in favor 

Motion to adopt: Carleton Second: Rizzi  

Roll Call: Carleton: YES, Rizzi: YES, Schwager: YES 

 

Deputy Mayor Rizzi requested a two minute recess. 

 

The meeting reopened at 7:13 p.m. 

 

Mayor Schwager read the following resolutions by title only for the Committee’s consideration: 

 

R-2016-243 Resolution Supporting Senate Bill 2663 and Assembly Bill 4234 

Motion: Carleton Second: Rizzi All in favor 

 

R-2016-244 Resolution Certifying that All Members of the Governing Body Have Approved the Annual 

Report of Audit for the Year 2015 Motion: Carleton Second: Rizzi All in favor 

 

R-2016-245 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Approving the Corrective Action Plan for the 

2015 Municipal Audit   Motion: Carleton Second: Rizzi All in favor 

 

R-2016-246 Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of Soil Removal Permit 

Motion: Rizzi Second: Carleton All in favor 

 

R-2016-247 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Authorizing the Execution of Green Trust 

Preliminary Assessment Certification Motion: Carleton Second: Rizzi All in favor 

 

R-2016-248 Resolution Authorizing Proposal of James Farro for High Hill Park Restroom Project  

Motion: Carleton Second: Rizzi All in favor 

 

R-2016-249 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich in Support of Senate Bill S981 and Assembly Bill 

A2375   Motion: Carleton Second: Rizzi All in favor 

 



The Administrator presented her report as self explanatory. Brief discussion commenced regarding the 

pipe replacement at 132 Holly Drive and the 2016 JIF Dividend funds. 

 

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Rizzi and seconded by Committeeman Carleton to approve the 

engineer’s monthly report as submitted. All were in favor. 

 

The following liaison reports were offered: 

 

Committeeman Carleton: Municipal Court; No report. KRHS; Major budget deficit for 2018. No 

state funding increase. 142% increase in tax since 2001. Referendum 

was voted down. The District has decided not to seek another 

referendum. BDAC; Fulton Bank is unable to fund the Shop Local 

program cards. Will continue to look for a sponsor. In process of 

revamping the website. Christmas Parade: Parade will be held on Dec. 

3rd with the parade traveling don Fredrick Blvd. from the Stratton School 

and down High Hill Road to the park. Celebration will continue at the 

park with the Holiday Village and Tree Lighting, with fireworks to 

conclude the festivities which have been sponsored by Atlantic City 

Electric. .  

Deputy Mayor Rizzi: JLUB; One application for an extension was heard. Finance; Audit-

Amendments are awaited from the auditing firm. 2017 Budget requests 

have gone out and are due back to finance by 12-9.  Open Space/Ag; No 

report. Parks and Recreation; Halloween events were held. Trip to NYC 

was a success. Skating Rink activity is planned for Nov. 25. Parade and 

Tree Lighting scheduled for 12-3. Sports are wrapping up. Fire/EMS: 40 

calls for Woolwich in Oct. Currently at 70-30% between the 

municipalities.  

Mayor Schwager: Police: Noted the recent elevations of three officers. Officer Stranahan 

recently went on a call where there was a female wielding a knife.  The 

officer was able to talk her down peacefully. Explorer program is 

underway. TDR Task Force; Closing s are currently scheduled for 12-5.   

Construction and Zoning Code: Two new building permits issued last 

month. Zoning permits are down 5 YTD from this time last year.  

 

Under old business, the Committee discussed a proposed Management agreement for the state lands  

on Block 5, Lot 6.07. Mr. Blake explained that this will allow the township to manage the site and  

therefore assert its presence and enforce ordinances. It will also work well with trail system planning. It  

was noted that the Solicitor has made red-lined changes to the state agreement as received. 

 

Mayor Schwager asked if there is any downside to the agreement and was told there is not.  

 

Motion was then made by Deputy Mayor Rizzi to approve the red lined agreement for submission back  

to the state for their comments and approval, and subject to same, to authorize the Mayor to execute  

the agreement on the behalf of the Township. Committeeman Carleton seconded. All were in favor.  

 

 

 

 



Mr. Blake provided the Committee with an update as to the monitoring of the BROS Superfund Site. He  

advised that GEI has reviewed well testing analysis provided by the EPA and feel comfortable with the  

numbers provided. One detect well testing positive with acceptable standards. The location of the  

plume will continue to be monitored.   

 

The Committee reviewed and discussed a proposal from Crown Pipeline in the amount of $32,000 to  

repair and replace drainage pipes at the location of 132 Holly Drive. Mayor Schwager noted the  

importance of removing the Willow Tree to prevent damage to the new pipe. Motion was then made by  

Deputy Mayor Rizzi to authorize the proposal of Crown Pipeline for removal of the Willow Tree and  

repair of pipes between lateral storm drains-80 linear feet of damaged pipe per the quote #2016-098  

dated Oct. 31st. Committeeman Carleton seconded. All were in favor. 

 

Solicitor Shoemaker advised of the need to appoint a Hearing officer in the disciplinary matter of Joseph  

recommended that someone outside of the Township be considered, and suggested  

Ret. Superior Court Judge Gibson. Motion was then made by Deputy Mayor Rizzi and seconded by  

Committeeman Carleton to authorize the retention of Judge Gibson to preside over the proceedings in  

the matter of Joseph Morgan and Thomas Daniels. Committeeman Carleton seconded. All were in favor. 

 

 

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Rizzi and seconded by Committeeman Carleton to approve the  

following minutes:   

October 17, 2016 Regular Meeting 

November 7, 2016 Work Session and Closed Session 

All were in favor. 

 

Motion was made by Committeeman Carleton and seconded by Dep. Mayor Rizzi to approve the bills 

and purchase orders presented by the finance office, pending the final approval of Mayor Schwager. All 

were in favor. 

 

Having no further business, motion was made by Dep. Mayor Rizzi and seconded by Committeeman 

Carleton to adjourn the meeting. All were in favor. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:41 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Jane DiBella 

Administrator/Clerk 

 

 

Minutes not verbatim 

Audio recording on file 

 
 


