
MINUTES 

WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING 

MARCH 16, 2015 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Samuel Maccarone Jr. with the following statement: 

 

The March 16, 2015 regular meeting of the Woolwich Township committee is being called to order. 

Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act. 

 

Roll Call: Cavallaro: PRESENT Fein: ABSENT  Rizzi: ABSENT 

Schwager: PRESENT Maccarone: PRESENT 

 

Also present on the dais were Solicitor Mark Shoemaker, Director of Community Development Matt 

Blake, and Jane DiBella, Administrator/Clerk. 

 

Those present saluted the American Flag. 

 

Proclamations were presented to the U12 Boys Soccer team “Strikers”. 

 

Upon the conclusion of the presentation, motion was made to call a brief recess by Deputy Mayor 

Schwager, seconded by Committeewoman Cavallaro and unanimously passed.  

 

The meeting resumed at 7:19 p.m. at which time motion was made by Deputy Mayor Schwager and 

seconded by Committeewoman Cavallaro to open the meeting to public comment. All were in favor. 

 

Mayor Maccarone noted the presence of Columbia Gas representatives and wished to speak with them 

regarding the use of lands on Center Square Road as a staging area for the pipeline installation project.  

He asked the team why there was no communication to the Township regarding the utilization of the 

land, and potential impacts and code issues. 

 

Mr. Bob Yurecka said that he could not answer to the lack of communication regarding the site, but that 

Columbia Gas has been working with the Township on the pipeline plans for about three years now.  

 

Mayor Maccarone noted that residents are constantly asking what is being built and are discouraged 

when told it is simply a staging area for the gas company. He asked why there were no signs posted to 

advise residents of the project. Mr. Yurecka said that he was not sure what the obligations to the 

Township were. 

 

Deputy Mayor Schwager then said “There was no obligation to communicate with the Township?” He 

added that he does not know what kind of rights the utility may have concerning safety protocol. He 

added that South Jersey Gas is undergoing a large project and has communicated with the Township 

each step of the way. He noted that the Township Code Official was present in the audience and has 

concerns regarding permitting, fencing, site triangles etc. He added that over ten acres of land has been 

disturbed and no one from the township was consulted.  

 



Mr. Yurecka responded that the project is under regulatory commission and that meetings have been 

held with various state and federal agencies, and that the superintendent has met with the Woolwich 

Police Chief. 

 

The Deputy Mayor asked if anyone made themselves known to the code department. Mr. Yurecka 

responded that he was not aware they needed to. Mayor Maccarone responded that if the Township 

had been consulted, it would have made him aware.  

 

Deputy Mayor Schwager asked that the code official be consulted first thing in the morning. Mr. Yurecka 

said that the site is open to anyone upon notification.  

 

Mr. Blake said that he reached out to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) who was taken 

aback by the lack of communication and coordination with the Township. He added that the Township is 

not trying to be at odds, but that in working with South Jersey Gas Company on their pipeline project, 

the Township is kept in all communications.  

 

Mr. Yurecka said that there were initial outreach programs regarding the project that the Township was 

involved with. Mayor Maccarone responded that there was no outreach regarding the staging area.  

 

Mrs. DiBella also stated that there was a clear lack of communication not only with the Township, but 

also with adjoining properties. She advised that Franklin Bank representatives reached out to her stating 

their displeasure and impact on their adjoining business, and she acknowledged that Franklin Bank was 

represented in the audience.  

 

Mayor Maccarone asked if anyone from Franklin Bank wished to address Mr. Yurecka. 

 

Mr. John Jordan, Franklin Bank Attorney responded that while the bank would not have been opposed 

to the project, it would have been nice to have known. He added that there is a clear lack of 

communication, and that the staging area is unsightly and potentially dangerous. 

 

Committeewoman Cavallaro asked how long the staging area would be used and was told that 

restoration of the parcel would take place after September 1st. She asked if there is a point of contact 

and was told it would be Ryan Loucks. Deputy Mayor Schwager asked if Mr. Louks would be contacting 

the township the next day. Mr. Yurecka replied that he will facilitate contact. 

 

Deputy Mayor Schwager then advised that he has heard that an additional lot across Center Square 

Road will also be utilized for staging and asked if that is true. Mr. Yuecka replied that it may be staging 

area #4. The Deputy Mayor replied that he hopes there is better communication if that is the case. He 

further asked what plans would be put in place to have the township’s concerns addressed. 

 

Mr. Yuecka said that he plans to make phone calls after the meeting. The Deputy Mayor asked if there 

was an objection to Mr. Sabetta conducting a site visit the next day. Mr. Yuecka replied that anyone can 

come to the site with proper safety training. The Deputy Mayor asked if there is a site plan showing 

approved site triangles and was told there is a traffic plan for the temporary driveway access. 

 The Deputy Mayor asked Mr. Yurecka to have a copy dropped off at the Township Building the next day. 

 

From the audience, Mr. Sabetta questioned the use of fuel tanks on site which are a fire risk and said 

that the County Fire Marshall has not been notified of the activities at the site either. He added that if 



Columbia Gas thinks they are exempt from township regulations, they should provide official notice to 

the Township in that regard.  

 

Mrs. DiBella then noted that she had been contacted regarding the need for permits to run generators 

and lighting on site. She added that she asked for and was provided generator specifications, but not 

lighting. She added that this may prove to be a nuisance to nearby residents. Mr. Blake added that he 

reached out to NJDEP and was told that permits are required to run generators. Mr. Yurecka replied that 

he has no knowledge of permits being a DEP requirement.  

 

Mayor Maccarone asked if there were any other concerns of Franklin Bank. Mr. Jordan replied that if 

they are not contacted by Columbia Gas, they will reach out to them. 

 

Having no further public discussion, the public portion closed upon a motion by Deputy Mayor 

Schwager, seconded by Committeewoman Cavallaro and unanimously passed.  

 

The following reports were approved as presented for the month of February, upon a motion by Deputy 

Mayor Schwager, seconded by Committeewoman Cavallaro and unanimously passed.  

Tax Collector:   $5,782,052.39 remitted  

Municipal Court:  $16,195.53/Woolwich $0/Swedesboro 

Police:    Monthly Activity 

Park Director:   Monthly Activity 

 

Mayor Maccarone read the following Ordinance by title only upon second reading: 

2015-04 An Ordinance of the Township of Woolwich Establishing Salary Ranges for Certain Officials 

and Employees of the Township of Woolwich in the County of Gloucester for the Year 2015 

Open public hearing: Schwager  Second Cavallaro All in favor 

No public comment 

Close public hearing: Schwager  Second: Cavallaro All in favor 

Motion to adopt:       Schwager  Second: Cavallaro All in favor 

Roll Call: Cavallaro: YES, Schwager: YES, Maccarone: YES   

 

R-2015-77 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Adopting a Revised Transitional Duty Policy 

Motion: Schwager Second: Cavallaro All in favor 

 

R-2015-78 Resolution Authorizing the Tax Collector to Transfer or Refund Overpayment of Taxes 

Motion: Cavallaro Second: Schwager All in favor 

 

R-2015-79 Resolution Authorizing Cancellation of Taxes for 2015 

Motion: Schwager Second: Cavallaro All in favor 

 

R-2015-80 Resolution Endorsing the Findings and Determination Statement and Authorizing the Clerk 

to Submit Application for Bingo License on Behalf of Four Seasons at Weatherby Games Association 

Motion: Cavallaro Second: Schwager All in favor 

 

R-2015-81 Resolution Authorizing Proposals of GEI Consultants  

Motion: Schwager Second: Cavallaro All in favor 

  

 



R-2015-82 Resolution Authorizing Issuance of Peddlers License-Allied Construction 

Motion: Schwager Second: Cavallaro All in favor 

 

R-2015-83 Woolwich Township Tonnage Grant Application Resolution 

Motion: Cavallaro Second: Schwager All in favor 

 

R-2015-84 Resolution Approving the Performance Bonds Submitted by Fernmoor Homes on Behalf of 

Chestnut Ridge, Phase 1 and 2 Motion: Schwager Second: Cavallaro All in favor 

 

R-2015-85 Resolution Approving Submission of Open Space Preservation Program Application to the 

County of Gloucester  Motion: Cavallaro Second: Schwager All in favor 

 

R-2015-86 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Authorizing Increase in Open Space Tax From 

Three (3) Cents up to Five (5) Cents in Accordance with the Referendum Previously Passed within the 

Township of Woolwich  Motion: Cavallaro Second: Schwager  

Deputy Mayor Schwager questioned the dollar values represented. Mayor Maccarone acknowledged 

that the Township’s Open Space referendum passed by a wide margin. All were in favor 

 

R-2015-87 2015 Municipal Budget Introduction Resolution   Motion: Schwager Second: Cavallaro 

All in favor 

 

R-2015-88 Resolution Awarding RFP to Conduct Circulation Plan Element of the Woolwich Township  

Master Plan Motion: Schwager Second: Cavallaro 

The Deputy Mayor thanked Mr. Blake for an excellent job in negotiating the contract price. All were in  

favor.  

 

R-2015-89 Resolution Providing for the Sale and Issuance of Not to Exceed $5,000,000 Aggregate  

Principle Amount of General Obligation Refunding Bonds, Series 2015, (The “Refunding Bonds”) of  

the Township of Woolwich, in the County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey (The “Township”),  

Authorized by a Refunding Bond Ordinance Heretofore Duly Adopted by the Township Committee on  

February 17, 2015 to Refund Certain Obligation Bonds Series 2006 of the Township, and Providing for  

the Form and Certain Matters With Respect to the Sale and Issuance of Said Refunding Bonds 

Motion: Schwager Second: Cavallaro All in favor 

 

R-2015-90 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Authorizing the Erection of a Sign in Township  

Easement at The Reserve at Creek Run Motion: Schwager Second: Cavallaro All in favor 

 

R-2015-91 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich, County of Gloucester, Making Award of Bid for  

2014 NJDOT Local Aid Program-Russell Mill Road   Motion: Cavallaro Second: Schwager   All in favor 

 

The Administrator/Clerk presented her report as self explanatory but added that settlement on the 

Russo parcel would take place the next day; noted the quotes from the Township Engineer for the 2015 

road program; COAH Counsels report on the Supreme Court COAH Opinion; and Prospective dates for 

the third and final Strategic Planning Meeting as either April 7th or April 9th. The Committee decided 

upon April 7th.  

 



Deputy Mayor Schwager questioned the Stratton School sidewalk issue, and Mrs. DiBella explained the 

request by the school to partner with the Township on a redo of certain crosswalks. Committeewoman 

Cavallaro asked to be kept in the loop on this issue.  

 

Mr. Blake provided his report noting the following matters: 

• Settlement on Russo parcel scheduled for the following day, representing the last active 

approved subdivision 

• TDR clearing house should be posted to the website this month. 

• Special TDR Counsel has provided opinion of breweries and wineries in the TDR sending area. 

Allowing this use will promote Agri-Tourism.  

• Met with Lisa Murdock regarding accident that occurred at Woodstown and Russell Mill Road 

intersection and drainage issues on various areas of township roads. He suggested allowing the 

Township Engineer to prioritize a short list of areas in need.  

• Trail Grant application-Will be applying for funding. 

• SJ Gas project has been pushed back to the beginning of May which will prove to have less 

impact on the school district.  

• Good press on the Township’s abandoned property ordinance. 

 

The engineer’s monthly report was presented. Questions and comments were directed to the 

Administrator/Clerk. There were none.  

 

The following liaison reports were given: 

Committeewoman Cavallaro: Municipal Court; 404 violations in January-394 in February the majority  

traffic related.  S/W School District; Key Communicators meetings was held last month as liaison tool  

with Superintendent. The District has a communication efficiency plan underway. Continuing to explore  

facilities plan. Enrollment is currently down by 31 students. Parks and Rec: Daddy Daughter Dances to be  

held. Stuffing eggs for the Easter Egg hunt. Health Fair will be conducted and open to all ages.  

Mayor Maccarone: Police, Fire and EMS; Fire meeting was held.  KRHS School District; Attended  

Educational Foundation Meeting prior to that night’s meeting. Discussing foundation fundraisers.   

Parade: Discussing sponsorship and judging fire equipment and awards for floats and bands. 

Deputy Mayor Schwager: Construction and Zoning Code Enforcement; Ten (10) new housing starts in  

February. Directional signs ongoing.  Environmental Commission; Meeting was held and discussed the  

water line to the Community garden. Still discussing trail head on Locke Avenue and pipe culvert. Mr.  

Blake replied that he is not encouraging the use of the trail. Discussion was held as to liability. Mr.  

Shoemaker said that there is immunity in play since the idea was raised, considered and no action taken.  

The EC has raised the issue of allowing temporary greenhouses in the Community Garden (4 x 8 Raised  

on plots). This issue was further discussed. The Committee did not feel it to be a good idea.  

Trash/Recycling; Waste Management has moved their service location to Camden which has resulted in  

a few missed pickups. TDR Task Force: No report. 

  

Under old business, the Committee discussed the lease of the Palladino land for farming purposes. Upon  

the suggestion of the DOCD, the item was tabled until the next meeting.  

 

Two projects are under discussion to set the stage for park development towards conducting a 

Topographical Survey  on Block 5, Lots 3, 4, 6.02, 11, and 11.01. Two bids were received;  

Fralinger bid $27,700 and Alaimo bid $67,381.50. The proposals were reviewed by the DOCD and Deputy  

Mayor and found the scope to be the same.  The Deputy Mayor deferred the item to the Mayor and  



Committeewoman Cavallaro. 

 

Mayor Maccarone stated that the funds are available in Open Space. The DOCD noted the need to  

expedite the surveys as the project has already experienced delays.  

 

Deputy Mayor Schwager noted the difficulty in ignoring the difference in cost and moved to award  

Fralingers proposal. Committeewoman Cavallaro seconded. All were in favor.  

 

Deputy Mayor Schwager noted that he investigated the UST at the Woolwich Fire House and  

determined it to be empty. Once the tank size is determined, more quotes will be sought. Mayor  

Maccarone asked if this should be approved by motion. The Solicitor stated that it should.  

 

Motion was then made by Deputy Mayor Schwager seek quotes for the removal of UST at Woolwich Fire  

House once size has been determined. Committeewoman Cavallaro seconded. All were in favor.  

 

Discussion was held regarding grant from Columbia Gas. The Solicitor determined that it is OK to pass  

the grant through The Warriors 501c3 for financial matters related to Columbia Gas. The DOCD advised  

that all materials have been submitted to Columbia. The Solicitor advised that it is OK to handle the  

grant details administratively. 

 

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Schwager, seconded by Committeewoman Cavallaro and  

unanimously passed to approve resolution R-2015-92 Resolution for Closed Session. 

 

The Committee entered closed session at 8:21 p.m. for the purpose of discussing contractual matters- 

sewer. 

 

The regular meeting reconvened at 8:43 p.m. 

 

Under new business, cost estimates and engineering proposals were reviewed for 2015 road projects.  

Mayor Maccarone suggested that these items be tabled to allow input from the two absent Committee  

members. 

 

The resignations of Ken Gollon from the Swedesboro-Woolwich Joint Environmental Commission and of  

Robert Bruno, SLEO I in the Woolwich PD were accepted “with regret” upon a motion by Deputy Mayor  

Schwager, seconded by Committeewoman Cavallaro and unanimously passed. 

 

The following minutes were approved upon a motion by Deputy Mayor Schwager, seconded by  

Committeewoman Cavallaro and unanimously passed. 

February 17, 2015 Regular and Closed Session 

March 2, 2015 Work Session 

      

Deputy Mayor Schwager moved to approve the bills and purchase orders as presented by the finance 

officer. Committeewoman Cavallaro seconded. All were in favor. 

 

Having no further business, motion was made by Deputy Mayor Schwager, seconded by 

Committeewoman Cavallaro and unanimously passed to adjourn the meeting. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:46 p.m. 



Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Jane DiBella 

Administrator/Clerk 

 

 

Minutes no verbatim 

Audio Recording on file 

 


