
MINUTES 
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
REGULAR MEETING 
AUGUST 19, 2013 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Mayor Samuel Maccarone Jr. who made the following 
statement: 
 
The August 19, 2013 regular meeting of the Woolwich Township committee is being called to order. 
Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
Roll Call: Armano: PRESENT Descano: PRESENT Fein: PRESENT 
Elefante: PRESENT Maccarone: PRESENT 
 
Also present on the dais were Solicitor Mark Shoemaker, Director of Community Development Matt 
Blake and Jane DiBella, Administrator/Clerk. 
 
Those present saluted the American Flag. 
 
Mayor Maccarone presented Proclamations to the members of the SWLL All Star Team. 
 
Upon the conclusion of the presentations, motion was made by Deputy Mayor Elefante and seconded by 
Committeeman Fein to approve resolution R-2013-203 Resolution Authorizing SLEO I Officer within the 
Woolwich Township Police Department naming Christopher Lewis. All were in favor. 
 
Mayor Maccarone administered the Oath of Office to Officer Lewis. 
 
Motion was then made by Committeeman Descano and seconded by Committeeman Armano to 
approve resolution R-2013-204 Resolution Making an Elevation to the Position of Lieutenant within 
the Woolwich Township Police Department naming Joseph Morgan to the position. All were in favor. 
 
Mayor Maccarone then administered the Oath of Office to Lt. Morgan. 
 
Lt. Morgan thanked the Chief, department, Mayor and Committee for their support and faith in him and 
promised to provide his best service to the residents of Woolwich Township. He also thanked his family 
and friends.  
 
Motion was made by Committeeman Descano, seconded by Committeeman Armano and unanimously 
passed to call a five minute recess. 
 
The meeting re-convened at 7:24 p.m. at which time motion was made by Committeeman Descano and 
seconded by Committeeman Fein to open the meeting to public comment. All were in favor. 
 
Daria Roat of 45 Willow Pond Drive brought her concerns to the Committee regarding safety at the 
intersection of Locke Avenue, Oak Grove Road and Rt. 322. She noted that the public has viewed plans 
for the Rt. 322 corridor and traffic improvements to the intersection years ago, and asked if those plans 
are still being considered. 
 



Mayor Maccarone replied that the Township has been having ongoing discussions with NJDOT regarding 
Rt. 322 improvements and realignment of various intersections in conjunction with the coming 
commercial development at NJTP Exit 2. He added that it could be years until those improvements 
conclude. He added that the District 3 Legislators are aware of the issues and that the Township has 
been seeking their assistance. He also noted the need for improvements to the Kings Hwy. Rt. 322 
intersection and stated that project is funded for 2017.  
 
Mr. Blake further advised Mrs. Roat that the Township continues to attempt to get the improvements 
sooner, but that construction of Woolwich Commons will trigger the funds to address some of the traffic 
issues. He added that Township Officials will soon meet with a representative of the Governor’s office 
and will share these concerns. 
 
Hearing no further public comment, motion was made by Committeeman Fein and seconded by 
Committeeman Descano to close the public portion. All were in favor. 
 
Motion was made by Committeeman Armano and seconded by Committeeman Fein to accept the 
following reports for the month of July. 
Tax Collector:  $618,130.95 remitted 
Municipal Court: $16,720.24/Woolwich $96.50/Swedesboro 
Police:   Monthly Activity 
All were in favor. 
 
Mayor Maccarone read the following Ordinances by title only upon first reading: 
 
2013-06 An Ordinance of the Township of Woolwich, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey 
Requiring the Registration and Maintenance of Vacant, Abandoned and Foreclosed Properties  
Solicitor Shoemaker noted that the Ordinance is a product of Zoning Officer Mark Fruits who did a lot of 
research. The goal of the Ordinance is to address the maintenance of vacant, abandoned and foreclosed 
properties. Mr. Shoemaker noted that he would like the opportunity to tweak some of the language in 
the ordinance regarding vacant land and asked that if the committee considers introducing the 
Ordinance, that it be noted that the Ordinance would not apply to land in its natural state.  
 
Motion was then made by Deputy Mayor Elefante to introduce Ordinance 2013-06 with the intention 
that the ordinance not apply to land in its natural state. Committeeman Fein seconded. 
Roll Call: Armano: YES, Descano: YES, Fein: YES, Elefante: YES, Maccarone: YES 
 
Mr. Shoemaker added that assuming the ordinance is adopted at the ensuing meeting; the Committee 
will need to consider a resolution adopting a fee that would accompany the Ordinance.   
         
Motion was made by Committeeman Fein and seconded by Committeeman Armano to introduce 
Ordinance 2013-07 An Ordinance of the Township of Woolwich, County of Gloucester, State of New 
Jersey Amending Chapter 177 of the Woolwich Township Code Governing Trees.  
Roll Call: Armano: YES, Descano: YES, Fein: YES, Elefante: YES, Maccarone: YES 
 
Mayor Maccarone read the following resolutions by title for the Committee’s consideration: 
 
R-2013-205 Resolution Authorizing Closure of Certain Escrow Accounts Motion: Elefante   Second: Fein 
All in favor 



 
R-2013-206 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Endorsing the Extension of Licensed Premises 
Permit for Social Affair Liquor License Motion: Fein Second: Armano All in favor 
 
R-2013-207 Resolution Authorizing Award of Bid for Project Known as Oliphants Mill Road 
Maintenance Motion: Armano Second: Fein All in favor 
 
R-2013-208 Resolution Authorizing the Tax Collector to Transfer or Refund Overpayment of Taxes for 
Overbilled Taxes Due to Revaluation Motion: Elefante   Second: Fein   All in favor 
 
R-2013-209 Resolution Authorizing Totally Disabled Veteran Deduction  Motion: Descano   Second: 
Armano  All in favor 
 
The Administrator presented her report as self explanatory, asking that the Committee pay special 
attention to the JIF Loss Control report and updates on the solar project. Deputy Mayor Elefante 
referred to an e-mail sent by the Administrator that day with questions regarding the solar project and 
asked if she had received a response. Mrs. DiBella said that she had not received a response.  
 
The Director of Community Development presented his report at which time the following items were 
discussed: 
 
TDR work group agreed to state recommendations including zoning for Hotel and Interstate Commercial 
zone. Additionally agreed to 100 foot greenway as well as reconnecting flats. Discussing areas proposed 
for future sending areas taken out of receiving. Many key zoning and land use decisions will be made. 
 
There has been an incredible amount of preserved lands. Mr. Blake suggested authorization from the 
Committee to do a press release to capture the milestones and wording for upcoming referendum to 
allow municipal open space tax to be used for parkland development purposes. Mayor Maccarone 
agreed and noted that Woolwich Township has preserved more land than some counties. 
 
Meeting was held with Administrator/Clerk, Mr. Blake and various non-profits and State Department of 
Fish Game and Wildlife to discuss potential swap of DEP owned lands for parcel on High Hill Road 
adjacent to park. The entities re-affirmed their interest in expending dollars in partnership with the 
township. 
 
Mr. Blake noted that $498,000 remain for matching funds in the Green Acres Program. 
 
Mr. Blake advised of his conversation with Larry Bathgate who shared the geotech study conducted on 
the Casella lands. The report had valuable information which lends belief the land may be suitable for 
possible sewage disposal, but contamination must be ruled out. Mr. Blake suggested the Township 
authorize a title certificate investigation which would disclose anything on file with the state as to 
contamination.  
 
Deputy Mayor Elefante thought that would be a benefit to shed light in moving forward. 
 
The DOCD reported that work should be underway in review of the TDR Ordinance updates and forms, 
but suggested that the Township wait until such time as the planner finalizes the changes. One item 



which must be addressed is the extinguishment of TDR Credits upon preservation, which state partners 
have requested. 
 
Mr. Blake then noted that the Bill to allow for additional liquor licenses in growth areas is being opposed 
by the New Jersey League of Municipalities. He spoke with Mike Cerra of NJLOM who said they feel 
amendments are needed to allow for local discretion. He expects to see movement in the bill with 
changes. 
 
The Shade Tree Commission will meet regarding a landscaping plan for trees at Kingsway High School 
once the county landscaper returns from vacation. 
 
The Committee had no questions for Mr. Blake. 
 
The Engineer’s report was presented and Mayor Maccarone requested that any questions be provided 
to the Administrator/Clerk. 
 
The following liaison reports were given: 
 
Committeeman Armano: Streets/Roads; Interviews to be scheduled for the Public Works position. 
Township engineer is working on close out of prior Russell Mill Road projects to allow for application to 
NJDOT for funding to complete the road reconstruction. Public Works storage building project is moving 
forward with the assistance f the Solicitor. Parks and Recreation; Park Director is working on field usage 
schedule with various organizations. Health and Wellness Fair scheduled for September 14th at the 
Stratton School. Changes are being contemplated for Fun Day to create a carnival atmosphere.  
Committeeman Descano: JLUB; Heard 2nd meeting for Woolwich Commons project. Will be continued. 
Ordinance Review; No report. Buildings and Grounds; No report. Business Development Advisory 
Committee: Conducted successful cash mob event at A Pizze. Businesses have been asked about 
advertising in upcoming newsletter. 
Committeeman Fein: S/W Schools; SW District Board President and Superintendent were to be at the 
meeting to present a facilities report, but could not attend. This report will be provided at an upcoming 
meeting. Trash/Recycling; Communicating with various haulers to provide service within complexes. 
Shade Tree Commission: Looking for tree specialist to assist the committee. Appreciation was noted for 
the introduction of the tree ordinance that night.  
Deputy Mayor Elefante: Finance; Noted report provided by Finance Officer. Code Enforcement; Zoning; 
Code meeting scheduled for the next day at which time property maintenance, foreclosure ordinance 
and newsletter articles will be discussed. 449 permits issued to date as compared to 332 last year. 
Inspections at the high school and middle school continue. Zoning permits issued at 213 as compared to 
161 last year. Municipal Court: Working with PD to update security plan. Next court date is 8-27.  
Mayor Maccarone: Police; Fire/EMS; Noted the ceremony to house the new fire truck “Big Jack". 
Ag/Open Space; Gave thanks to the DOCD for his preservation efforts. Environmental Commission; 
Conducted two successful kayak events this summer. Concrete for composter has been done at the high 
school. Should be operational by start of school. . KRHS School District: Will meet with the district after 
school begins to discuss opportunities for shared services. 
 
There was no old business. 
 
Under new business, Solicitor Shoemaker advised that he has drafted two separate agreements  
regarding the land upon which the public works storage building will be constructed. One agreement is  



between the Township and adjacent landowner that will allow the contractor to go onsite and begin the  
project. These agreements should be ready for the next meeting.    
 
Mayor Maccarone noted a request by Lt. Peter Massing to be demoted to Sergeant. After speaking with  
individually with the officer, he feels this to be a good thing for both the officer and department.  
 
Resolution R-2013-210 Resolution Accepting Request for Demotion was then presented for  
consideration. Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Elefante and seconded by Committeeman Armano to  
approve the resolution. All were in favor.  
 
The Administrator/Clerk provided an update to the escrow deficiency letters and asked the Solicitor to  
advise of actions to be taken as a next step with those who have not responded. The Solicitor will review  
the matter.  
 
Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Elefante and seconded by Committeeman Armano to authorize the  
Director of Community Development to proceed with title certificate as discussed. All were in favor.  
 
The Solicitor suggested that he be authorized to perform a title search on 52 Locke Avenue as it relates  
to the public works storage building project . So moved Committeeman Fein. Committeeman Descano  
seconded. All were in favor.  
 
Committeeman Fein asked the Solicitor if the letter of approval for basin naturalization project could be  
accomplished administratively and was told that no other action was required.  
 
Committeeman Descano suggested that the DOCD complete a draft of the open space press release for  
the next meeting. The DOCD added that he will need quotes. 
 
The following minutes were approved; 
     
June 17, 2013 Regular Meeting and Closed Session  
Motion: Descano Second: Elefante All in favor Armano: Abstain 
 
June 26, 2013 Special Meeting  
Motion: Descano   Second: Elefante    All in favor Armano: Abstain 
 
July 15, 2013 Regular Meeting and Closed Session  
Motion: Descano Second: Armano All in favor Fein and Maccarone: Abstain 
 
July 24, 2013 Special Meeting and Closed Session 
Motion: Fein  Second: Armano All in favor 
  
August 5, 2013 Work Session and Closed Session 
Motion: Descano Second: Fein  All in favor Armano: Abstain 
 
Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Elefante and seconded by Committeeman Fein to approve the bills 
and purchase orders as presented by the CFO for payment pending the Mayors final review. All were in 
favor. 
 



With no further business, motion was made by Committeeman Armano and seconded by 
Committeeman Fein to adjourn the meeting. All were in favor. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jane DiBella 
Administrator/Clerk 
 
 
Minutes not verbatim 
Audio recording on file 
 
 
      


