MNUTES
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
WORK SESSION MEETING
JUNE 3, 2013

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Mayor Samuel Maccarone Jr. who made the following statement:

The June 3, 2013 work session meeting of the Woolwich Township Committee is being called to order.  Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Roll Call:	Armano: PRESENT	Descano: PRESENT	Fein: ABSENT
Elefante: PRESENT	Maccarone: PRESENT

Also present on the dais were Solicitor Mark Shoemaker, Director of Community Development Matt Blake, and Kathy Haas, Deputy Clerk. 

Those present saluted the American Flag.

Mayor Maccarone called for a moment of silence in honor of Senator Frank Lautenburg.

Motion was made by Committeeman Descano and seconded by Committeeman Armano to open the meeting to public comment. All were in favor. 

Jane Mangano of 428 Monroeville Road noted numerous complaints regarding trash pickup since the Township contracted with Waste Management. She noted that the collection schedule was pushed back one day due to the Memorial Day Holiday and said that the residents were not notified of the change. 

Deputy Mayor Elefante advised Mrs. Mangano that he has spoken with the trash/recycling coordinator who has communicated his displeasure to the hauler as to the schedule change. 

Mrs. Mangano replied that it has been happening since the beginning of the year. She said that she had spoken with the Administrator/Clerk in January, but there has been no information forthcoming on the website or Facebook regarding any scheduling changes. She suggested that a letter go out to all residents.

Mayor Maccarone advised Mrs. Managano that he will see that Waste Management is contacted and informed that collection dates should be held as scheduled, and that he will also advise that all changes to the schedule be posted on the website, Facebook, Twitter and the Township sign. 

Mrs. Mangano then inquired as to a resolution on the agenda regarding a road opening permit for Russell Mill Road. She asked if the gas line will go across the road. Mayor Maccarone replied that it would be along the easement only from Harrisonville Road to Davidson Road.

Hearing no further public comment, motion was made by Committeeman Descano and seconded by Committeeman Armano to close the public portion. All were in favor. 

Mayor Maccarone read the following Ordinance by title only upon second reading:
2013-04 An Ordinance of the Township of Woolwich Establishing Salary Ranges for Certain Officials and Employee’s of the Township of Woolwich in the County of Gloucester for the Year 2013
Motion to open public hearing: Armano		Second: Elefante	All in favor
There were no comments
Motion to close public hearing: Descano		Second: Armano	All in favor
Motion to adopt: Descano		Second: Armano
Roll Call: Armano: YES, Descano: YES, Elefante: YES, Maccarone: YES

Mayor Maccarone read the following resolutions by title only for the Committee’s consideration:

R-2013-153 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Supporting the Acquisition of a Development Easement on the Farm Property of Tracie VanderGracht Located on Block 55, Lot 3
Motion: Elefante	Second: Armano	All in favor

R-2013-154 Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of a Street Opening Permit to South Jersey Gas Company for Russell Mill Road	Motion: Descano	Second: Armano
Discussion commenced with the Mayor reiterating that the opening would encompass the easement between Harrisonville Road to Davidson Road	All in favor

R-2013-155 Resolution Designating Representatives from the Township of Woolwich for Access to the Employment Practices Helpline as Provided through the TriCo Joint Insurance Fund
Motion: Armano	Second: Descano	All in favor

R-2013-156 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Authorizing a Purchase under State Contract 
Motion: Armano	Second: Descano	All in favor

R-2013-157 Resolution Authorizing Refund of Certain Escrow Fees
Motion: Descano	Second: Armano	All in favor

R-2013-158 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Amending R-2013-86 for Planner Fees-TDR 5 Year Review		Motion: Descano	Second: Armano	All in favor

R-2013-159 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Authorizing Disposal of Surplus Property Through GovDeals	Motion: Elefante	Second: Armano	All in favor

R-2013-160 Resolution Authorizing Renewal of Plenary Retail Consumption Liquor License #0824-33-003-001 to PRP Woolwich LLC	Motion: Descano	Second: Armano	All in favor

R-2013-161 Resolution Authorizing Renewal of Plenary Retail Distribution Liquor License #0824-44-004-002 to Bhullar Jeeta Singh and Singh Parminder Motion: Descano  Second: Armano   All in favor

R-2013-162 Resolution Authorizing Execution of Developers Agreement Between the Township of Woolwich and Woolwich Investors LLC for the Development Known as Chestnut Ridge
Motion: Elefante	Second: Armano	All in favor

R-2013-163 Resolution Authorizing the Placement of Municipal Liens on Various Properties within the Township of Woolwich 		Motion: Elefante	Second: Armano	All in favor

R-2013-164 Resolution Authorizing Renewal of Club Liquor License #0824-31-001-001 to Swedesboro Golf Association, Inc. 	Motion: Armano	Second: Descano	All in favor

R-2013-165 Resolution Authorizing the Tax Collector to Transfer or Refund Overpayment of Taxes
Motion: Elefante	Second: Descano	All in favor

Mayor Maccarone noted the Administrator’s report, and in her absence from the meeting, requested that if there were any questions, to contact her directly.

The Director of Community development discussed the impact of the open space tax and the increase in generated funds due to the recent revaluation. Discussion was also conducted as to placing a referendum question on the November ballot to re-phrase the open space question by adding the words “of up to .5” and also to allow the funds to be utilized for maintenance and development of open space in addition to acquisition purposes. 

Committeeman Armano asked if there would be a minimum amount to go before the voters also.

Mr. Blake added that if approved, the funds could be used to develop the parks as open space funds are allowed to be used for infrastructure.

Committeeman Armano questioned the establishment of the language used. Mayor Maccarone explained that the language inferred the funds would only be used for purchase of open space.

Committeeman Armano asked why the Township Committee can’t make the change. It was explained that a public referendum decided the original question, and if it is changed, it would have to go back to the voters.

Solicitor Shoemaker suggested the Township inquire how East Greenwich Township put their funding plan together for the development of Thompson Park. 

Mr. Shoemaker recommended that 3.5 cents be raised. 

Mayor Maccarone said that he feels voters would be supportive of the referendum, and agrees that the Township should pursue preserving as much land as possible.

The Director of Community Development and Solicitor Shoemaker will work on this together. 

There was no old business.

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Elefante and seconded by Committeeman Armano to approve resolution R-2013-166 Resolution for Closed Session.  All were in favor.

The Committee entered closed session at 7:31 p.m.

The regular meeting reconvened at 8:04 p.m.

Under new business, motion was made by Committeeman Descano and seconded by Committeeman Armano to authorize a final settlement in the matter of Waverly Meadows as discussed in closed session. All were in favor. 

Also under new business, discussion ensued regarding the open space tax and amount that should be raised for the acquisition, planning and development of open space as being discussed for the November ballot. Further discussion will follow and Mr. Blake and Mr. Shoemaker will work on the ballot question. 

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Elefante and seconded by Committeeman Armano to approve the bills as submitted pending the final review of the Mayor. All were in favor.

Having no further business, motion was made by Deputy Mayor Elefante and seconded by Committeeman Armano to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Jane DiBella
Administrator/Clerk


Minutes not verbatim
Audio recording on file.



