MINUTES
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
WORK SESSION MEETING
APRIL 1, 2013

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Mayor Samuel Maccarone Jr. with the following statement:

The April 1, 2013 work session meeting of the Woolwich Township Committee is being called to order.  Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Roll Call:	Armano: PRESENT		Descano: PRESENT		Fein: PRESENT
Elefante: PRESENT		Maccarone: PRESENT

Also present on the dais were Director of Community Development Matt Blake, Solicitor Mark Shoemaker and Jane DiBella, Administrator/Clerk.

Thos present saluted the American Flag.

Motion was made by Committeeman Descano and seconded by Committeeman Fein to open the meeting to public comment. All were in favor.

Hearing no comment, motion was made by Committeeman Fein and seconded by Committeeman Armano to close the public portion. All were in favor. 

Mayor Maccarone advised the Committee that the organization applying for the Social Affair Liquor License per resolution R-2013-108 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Authorizing the Issuance of a Social Affairs Permit to Warriors Baseball wishes to withdraw their application. Deputy Mayor Elefante moved to withdraw the resolution. Committeeman Armano seconded. 

Solicitor Shoemaker then suggested that if there were no motion on the resolution, the resolution would die. Deputy Mayor Elefante then withdrew his motion. Committeeman Armano withdrew his second.

Mayor Maccarone then read the following resolutions by title only for the Committee’s consideration: 

R-2013-109 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Adopting a Wellness Policy
Motion: Fein	Second: Elefante	Committeeman Descano stated that it seems the policy only applies within the police department. Mrs. DiBella responded that the Wellness Policy applies to all employees, but that he may be referring to the following resolution which applies to the Police Department only. All were in favor

R-2013-110 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Adopting a Policy and Forms for the Use of the Woolwich Police Department Training Room Motion: Fein   Second: Armano
Committeeman Fein stated that to the best of his knowledge, the training room was only for use when off duty. The Solicitor responded in the affirmative, and stated that he has reviewed the policies and documents, and all seem to be in order. Mayor Maccarone noted that in his career in Corrections, they utilized similar policies. He further credited the Department for the initiative of getting the room ready at no cost to the taxpayer. All were in favor

R-2013-111 Resolution Authorizing the Tax Collector to Transfer or Refund Overpayment of Taxes	Motion: Descano	Second: Elefante 	All in favor

R-2013-112 Resolution Authorizing the Refund of Certain Escrow Accounts Held by the Township of Woolwich	Motion: Fein	Second: Armano	All in favor

R-2013-113 Resolution Designating Substitute Crossing Guard	Motion: Elefante
Second: Fein	All in favor

Mayor Maccarone noted the presence of Brendan Neal from NiSource who wished to provide a presentation and answer questions regarding the proposed Columbia Gas transmission pipeline project.

Mr. Neal informed the Committee that there is currently an interstate gas transmission line down Center Square Road, but this project is needed based upon increased capacity to deliver gas to South Jersey Gas based on the demand of the marketplace. He added that the pipeline currently connects to and runs beneath the Delaware River and connects to lines from Delaware running through Chester County and up to Allentown, Pa. and the NY-Pa. Border.

He added that there will be a public information Open House on 4-9 at 5:30 p.m. at the Bridgeport Holiday Inn to share project information with the public. All affected landowners and those within 200 ft. of the proposed disturbance have received notice of the project. Mr. Neal added that he will be in the area frequently, and provided his cell phone number in the event that Township officials should have any questions. 

Mayor Maccarone asked if this only affected Center Square Road and was told that it is limited to Center Square Road. The Mayor then questioned a proposed project timeline. Mr. Neal replied that the application was submitted in early March and may be approved by August or September at which time the environmental assessment process will begin and take between two to six months to complete. Once the draft environmental assessment is issued, another two to three months will pass before the issuance of a Certificate of Approval to proceed with construction. Such construction will be phased along 7.5 miles in late fall of 2014 or early spring 2015. Columbia Gas will keep their website updated and send out mailers periodically to update on status. 

Committeeman Descano asked if there were any potential conflicts with underground utilities and was told that those lines have already been identified. Committeeman Descano also asked if road closures were anticipated and was told there were none anticipated, and there are a number of cross streets which can be bored underneath.

Deputy Mayor Elefante noted the entrance to the Four Seasons Community and asked what type of arrangements will be made for access to and from the development. Mr. Neal replied that trenching would be done in early morning, and metal plates could be laid across the entrance for access. Mr. Elefante noted that a member of the Four Seasons Board of Trustee’s was in the audience and requested that Mr. Neale provide her with his business card. 

Committeeman Descano noted that the developments are densely populated, and that there is also a day care center on the project path. He asked that this be taken into consideration with the timing of construction activities. 

Mr. Neal assured the Committee that they will abide by all laws, and that everything will be put back as the same or better.

Committeeman Armano inquired as to the possibility of residents smelling gas during the project and was told that unless there were an unlikely break in a pipe, there would be no release of natural gas.

The Committee thanked Mr. Neal for his presentation.

The Administrator/Clerk presented her report as self explanatory, adding that at the 3-22 department head meeting, AFLC made a presentation and will be scheduling employee enrollments. She further noted the creation of a financial chain of custody form based on comments from the auditors. Such form is being put into use within all departments. 

Mrs. DiBella added that Senate Bill S2364 and Assembly Bill A3553 both passed along party lines and awaits the Governor’s signature. She also informed the Committee that information as to electronic filing of Financial Disclosure Forms would be forthcoming.

Lastly, she thanked the Director of Community Development for facilitation of the Rt. 322 transportation and TDR work group meetings on 3-16 which proved to be very productive.

Mr. Blake presented his report, noting that the TDR work group met on 3-15, and mapping illustrates that since adoption of the TDR plan, roughly 880 acres have been preserved through conventional means (20% sending area credits extinguished). He added that the five year review process underway allows the township to look at boundaries and perhaps scale back the receiving zone.

Mr. Blake also discussed the possibility of moving the residential core from Rt. 322 to north Kings Hwy., and noted that this may incur additional planning costs, but could result in a better plan and avoid some transportation issues and expenditures. 

NJDOT recommended the township develop an access management plan for Rt. 322. Mr. Blake will investigate what the process will involve. Dan Kennedy of the office of Advocacy and State Planning informed the township that the Lt. Governor is behind our plan and can show strong support. He suggested the Township consider adopting an official map showing the easements and setbacks, desired zoning overlays, land use and traffic improvements. 

Mr. Blake further advised that the State Agricultural Development Committee has discussed depressed land values based on TDR down zoning, and will continue to look at the TDR Bank. The trigger to that would be a viable sewer solution. Further discussion was held regarding sewer, and Mr. Kennedy offered that the state would look kindly upon NJEIT Funding for Woolwich. 

Mr. Blake continues to look into sewer options and the issues with the Woolwich Adult Land and potential COAH obligations.

Lastly, Mr. Blake advised that he met with Mr. Evans regarding the trees removed in the rear of his property bordering the NJ Turnpike. Mr. Evans has requested that the Township replace the trees. Mr. Blake advised Mr. Evans that he is not sure if the Township can expend monies from the tree compensation fund on private property. Mr. Shoemaker opined that it would be at the discretion of the Shade Tree Commission. 

The Director of Community Development also advised the Committee that he is communicating with the Division of Fish, Game and Wildlife regarding a potential land swap for the parcel next to Locke Avenue Park. 

Under discussion items, Deputy Mayor Elefante provided the Committee with information regarding the state Contractors Registration Act. He presented a draft form for use within the Township, to which the Solicitor has made recommended changes. Mr. Elefante noted that this is in the best interest of the Township to ensure that all contractors doing work in the township are registered. 

Mayor Maccarone asked the Solicitor if this is something the township can enforce. The Solicitor responded that the only way to know if there is a violation is to look on line. He noted that it may be a good idea to make the form available on-line, with any complaints being referred to the Department of Community Affairs. 

Committeeman Fein asked if this is something that could be investigated by the police department. Mayor Maccarone replied that the PD shouldn’t be bogged down. 

Committeeman Fein inquired as to reasoning behind enforcement. Deputy Mayor Elefante replied that it is to protect our residents from unlicensed contractors. Mayor Maccarone responded that our police force does an excellent job in ensuring that vendor’s have the proper permits.

Committeeman Descano informed the Committee that he requested discussion be placed on the agenda regarding communications between the Joint Land Use Board and the Director of Community Development. He noted the importance of the JLUB keeping Mr. Blake informed on all matters, specifically related to the development on the Rt. 322 corridor and suggested setting policy where the DOCD is copied on all related JLUB correspondence. All were in agreement.

Under new business, Mayor Maccarone advised that he has spoken with the Police Chief and recommendation has been made to hire a Class II officer. He noted that Doug Widener has been laid off from the East Greenwich Department and has been interviewed by the Chief. Further, the police budget was changed to include the hiring of three Class II Officers in place of one full time officer at a savings to the Township. He asked if the Committee had any concerns. 

Committeeman Descano asked if there would be an hour limitation and was told the officer would be limited to 20 hours/week at $12.00/hr.

All were in favor of hiring the officer at the ensuing meeting. 

Under old business, Mayor Maccarone advised that the process of combining the Woolwich Township and Swedesboro Borough Environmental Commission’s into a joint Commission which began last year is culminating. He suggested introducing an Ordinance at the next meeting in this regard and stated that the Borough is having their Solicitor review a like Ordnance. 

Mr. Blake noted that merging into a joint commission will provide an edge in grant considerations.

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Elefante to approve the bill list pending review by the CFO of a potential duplicate invoice and the approval of the Mayor. Committeeman Fein seconded. All were in favor.

Hearing no further business, motion was made by Deputy Mayor Elefante and seconded by Committeeman Fein to adjourn the meeting. All were in favor.

The meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Jane DiBella
Administrator/Clerk
				
				
Minutes not verbatim
Audio recording on file			
