MINUTES
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
MARCH 18, 2013

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Samuel Maccarone Jr. at 7:01 p.m. with the following statement:

The March 18, 2013 regular meeting of the Woolwich Township committee is being called to order. Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Roll Call:	Armano: ABSENT	Descano: PRESENT	Fein: PRESENT
Elefante: PRESENT	Maccarone: PRESENT

Also present were Solicitor Shoemaker, Director of Community development Matt Blake and Administrator/Clerk Jane DiBella. 

Those present saluted the American Flag.

Motion was made by Committeeman Descano, seconded by Committeeman Fein and unanimously passed to open the meeting to the public comment.

Jane Weisenstein of 36 Danbury Road noted that the audience could not hear the Committee. The Administrator/Clerk noted that she was having trouble with the audio equipment.

Mr. Fred Smith of 176 Kirschling Drive approached the Committee again regarding trapping on park land. He stated that two more traps were found over the weekend. He asked that an specific area be mowed and maintained by public works as it seems to be a place where the traps are being set to be hidden. 

Mr. Smith also stated that he is appreciative of the signage that was put up, but suggested that the entire land boundary be posted.

Mayor Maccarone promised to speak with the Director of Public Works regarding the maintenance of the clearing and posting of property line. 

Committeeman Descano asked if the signs that were posted noted “no hunting or trapping” and was told that they do. 

Mr. Blake said that all prohibitive uses are listed on the sign. 

Mr. Smith also asked if the Township Park Ranger could monitor the area and Mayor Maccarone said that he could, and that he would have direct access to police officers.

Mr. Smith then asked that the Township consider erecting pet waste supplies throughout the park and provided an internet site with such information as to ordering. The Committee responded that they would take this under advisement.

Mr. Smith thanked the Committee for their quick action as to the signage.

Mr. Russell Shiveler of 361 Oak Grove Road noted displeasure with the recent reassessed value of his land property, noting that the assessment increased by over $16,000.00.

Mayor Maccarone explained that the property revaluation was conducted by ASI as a contractor for the county under the reval pilot program, and that he has the option of appealing the assessment.

Mr. Shiveler then stated that property taxes have risen too high, specifically for the schools. Mayor Maccarone noted that he should take that up with the school board.

Jane Weisenstein of 36 Danbury Road questioned how she can access minutes prior to 2012 since they are not posted on the website.

The Administrator/Clerk replied that the minutes could be made available under the open public meetings act.

Hearing no further questions or comments, motion was made by Committeeman Fein, seconded by Committeeman Descano and unanimously passed to close the public portion. All were in favor.

Motion was made by Committeeman Elefante and seconded by Committeeman Fein to approve the following reports as submitted for the month of February.
Tax Collector:		$4,409,682.55 remitted/Annual Statement 2012
Municipal Court:	$14,267.22/Woolwich $426.50/Swedesboro
Police:			Monthly Activity
Park Director:		Monthly Activity
All were in favor.

Mayor Maccarone read the following Ordinance by title only upon second reading for the Committee’s consideration:

2013-01 Ordinance of the Township of Woolwich Amending the Woolwich Township Salary Ordinance	
Motion to open the public hearing: Fein		Second: Descano	All in favor
No comment
Motion to close the public hearing: Descano	Second: Fein		All in favor
Motion to adopt: Elefante	Second: Descano
Roll Call: Descano: YES, Fein: YES, Elefante: YES, Maccarone: YES

Mayor Maccarone read the following resolutions by title only for the Committee’s consideration:
						
R-2013-96 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Opposing S2364/A3553
Motion: Fein	Second: Elefante
The Administrator/Clerk noted that these bills will greatly increase election costs, create the potential for voter fraud, create ballot custody issues and are an unfunded mandate. The Committee agreed, noting that Vote by Mail already exists to provide voters with options. All were in favor. 

R-2013-97 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Authorizing an Agreement with South Jersey  Land and Water Trust for Open Space/Farmland Preservation Consulting Services
Motion: Descano	Second: Fein	All in favor

R-2013-98 Resolution Authorizing Purchase of Batting Cages under State Contract #A81413
Motion: Fein	Second: Descano	
Committeeman Elefante noted that the funding will come from the Park Trust with no implications to the taxpayer. All were in favor. 

R-2013-99 Resolution Authorizing the Tax Collector to Refund Overpayment of Property Taxes by Virtue of Overpayments made by Homeowner, Mortgage Company and/or Title Company or Homestead Rebate Which was not Deducted by the Mortgage Company
Motion: Elefante	Second: Descano	All in favor

R-2013-100 Resolution Authorizing 1st and 2nd Quarters of 2013 to be Cancelled, Parcels Belonging to the State of New Jersey are Exempt from Taxes-As Approved by the Woolwich Township Tax Assessor
Motion: Fein	Second: Descano	All in favor

R-2013-101 Resolution Authorizing the Tax Collector to Transfer 3rd Quarter Tax Payment 2012 to 2nd Quarter 2013	Motion: Elefante	Second: Fein	All in favor

R-2013-102 Resolution Authorizing Veteran, Senior and /Or Disabled Person Deduction for the Year 2013	Motion: Descano	Second: Fein	All in favor	Elefante abstained

R-2013-103 Resolution Authorizing Veteran Deduction	Motion: Fein  Second: Descano	All in favor

R-2013-104 2013 Emergency Temporary Budget NJSA 40A:4-20 Motion: Elefante  Second: Fein	
All in favor

R-2013-105 Resolution Authorizing the Extension of Licensed Premises Permit for Social Affair Liquor License 		Motion: Fein  Second: Descano	All in favor

R-2013-106 Resolution Authorizing Budget Appropriation Transfers During the First Three Months of the Succeeding Year for the Township of Woolwich, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey
Motion: Elefante	Second: Fein	All in favor

R-2013-107 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich, County of Gloucester and State of New Jersey Requesting an Extension of the Statutory 2013 Budget Deadlines 
Motion: Elefante	Second: Fein	All in favor

The Administrator presented her monthly report as self explanatory. Mayor Maccarone asked if there were any questions or comments.  Deputy Mayor Elefante thanked the Administrator/Clerk for coordinating the newsletter which will be mailed soon. 

The Director of Community Development presented his report providing the following information:
· Noted at the last meeting he was advised to have the JLUB Solicitor look at the R3 Zoning, and since feels it more appropriate to have the COAH attorney review the zoning based on the settlement with Woolwich Adult as it imposes on the Fair Share Housing Plan. Mayor Maccarone suggested that this be visited under new business.
· Discussed a potential swap of land with DEP for the Fish Game and Wildlife property adjacent to the park. Mayor Maccarone stated this will warrant further discussion.
· Noted meetings on March 26th to follow up with NJDOT and State Office of Planning and Advocacy on Rt. 322 corridor transportation plan. Agenda for the meeting will be forthcoming.
· Following the NJDOT meeting, a meeting will be held with TDR work group, SADC and the Office of Planning and Advocacy in hopes of jump starting the State TDR Bank activity.
· TDR Work group meeting on Monday evening, March 25th. Will discuss over 728 acres coming out of the sending area due to traditional preservation. This creates the opportunity to scale back the sending area as far as housing. Mr. Blake also stated that upon review of the TDR Ordinance, the ordinance is clear that the process is under the domain of the JLUB and the Township Committee. He suggested adding another Township Committee representative to the work group so as to have equal footing.

The Administrator Clerk noted the Engineer’s and asked if there were any questions. There were none.	

The following liaison reports were provided:

Committeeman Descano: JLUB; Will consider the amendment to Wolfson GDP on the 2nd meeting in April, with site plan to follow shortly thereafter. Buildings and Grounds; No report. Business Development Advisory Committee: Enthusiastic Group planning meet and greet for May 22nd at the Woolwich Center from 6-8 p.m.. The group is also exploring cash mob events.
Committeeman Fein: S/W Schools; Proposed budget calls for an average 4110.00 increase. BOE will not be moving forward with portable classrooms. They will be using all traditional and non-traditional space for education. Budget hearing will be held on March 27th at the Stratton School. Trash/Recycling; Meeting was held on 3-14 with Westbrook at Weatherby regarding reimbursements for trash removal through the municipal services act. Fieldstone as to provide surveys and costs, and the township will make recommendations in this regard. Shade Tree Commission: No report.
Deputy Mayor Elefante: Finance; Report sent and provided which will recur monthly. Any questions on the reports, contact either the deputy mayor or CFO. Code Enforcement; Zoning; Code meeting was held on and topics covered were Property maintenance, construction and zoning violations. 119 permits issued to date compared to 71 last year at this time, 31 C.O.’s issued to date compared to 8 last year. Rental inspections are completed. Kingsway High School inspections continue. There were 15 zoning permits issued in February for 11 houses, 2 pools, 1 patio and 1 antennae tower. Municipal Court: No open issues. New hire will begin as of the 25th. To date case load is 917. 
Mayor Maccarone: Police; Thanked the Chief and investigator for providing the Crime Log. Fire/EMS; Viewed photo’s of new fire truck under construction. The truck should be here by the end of April or beginning of May. Ag/Open Space; No meeting held. Environmental Commission; Meeting held and discussed joint commission. Solicitor is drafting a sample ordinance. Discussed Land trust free assessment of local parks. DOCD should reach out to have this done. KRHS School District: Toured new construction and will meet with the Superintendent to discuss additional shared services. 

Committeeman Fein noted in the absence of Committeeman Armano, the success of the Parks and Recreation Father daughters dances, and noted the hard work of the Parks and recreation Committee to make it a success.

Under old business, motion was made by Committeeman Descano and seconded by Committeeman Fein to approve resolutionR-2013-86 Resolution Authorizing Quote of Township Planner for TDR Review and Redevelopment Plan as previously tabled. All were in favor.

Under new business, the administrator/Clerk noted the need for changing the hours of the Tax Collector from Thursday to Monday evenings. So moved Descano. Fein seconded. All were in favor.		

Motion was made by Committeeman Fein and seconded by Deputy Mayor Elefante to authorize the advertisement for public works summer help. All were in favor.

Motion was made by Committeeman Fein and seconded by Committeeman Descano to authorize the Director of Community development to contact the COAH Planner regarding the R3 zoning district review. All were in favor.	

Motion was made by Committeeman Fein and seconded by Deputy Mayor Elefante to authorize the Director of Community Development to contact the Dodge Foundation regarding land trust funding for assessment of parklands. All were in favor. 	

Motion was made by Committeeman Descano and seconded by Committeeman Fein to approve the following minutes:
February 19, 2013 Regular and Closed Session
March  4, 2013 Work Session 
All were in favor.

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Elefante and seconded by Committeeman Fein to approve the bills and purchase orders as presented by the Finance Officer for payment pending the Mayor’s final review. All were in favor. 

Having no further business, motion was made by Deputy Mayor Elefante, seconded by Committeeman Fein and unanimously approved to adjourn the meeting. All were in favor.

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Jane DiBella
Administrator/Clerk


Minutes not verbatim
Audio recording on file
