MINUTES
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
FEBRUARY 19, 2013

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Samuel Maccarone Jr. at 7:04 p.m. with the following statement:

The February 19, 2013 regular meeting of the Woolwich Township committee is being called to order. Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Roll Call:	Armano: PRESENT	Descano: PRESENT	Fein: PRESENT
Elefante: PRESENT	Maccarone: PRESENT

Also present on the dais were Township Engineer Robert Callaway, Solicitor Mark Shoemaker, Director of Community Development Matt Blake, and Administrator/Clerk Jane DiBella.

Those present saluted the American Flag.

Motion was made by Committeeman Fein and seconded by Committeeman Descano to open the meeting to public comment. All were in favor.

Mayor Maccarone advised those present that if anyone wished to speak on the recent reassessment, the Township Committee has no say as to the appraisals.

Roy Bitterman of 38 Hillside Drive approached the Committee saying that he understands the assessment process, but said that he is on a fact finding mission as to what the Township’s involvement with the reassessment was, noting that some residents have really been hurt by the new appraisals. 

Mayor Maccarone stated that it was conducted under a State Pilot Program with the County of Gloucester for a county wide reassessment, and that the Township had no involvement with the process.

Committeeman Fein thanked Mr. Bitterman for coming out, but noted that it was a good thing from a township perspective that the township did not have to conduct the costly revaluation by itself. He further advised that as to the results, the tax levy remains unchanged.

Mr. Bitterman asked if any member of Committee has the criteria which were used to deduce the figures. The Mayor replied that the numbers were run by the County.

Mr. Bitterman asked if he could be guaranteed that taxes won’t increase over the next few years. Mayor Maccarone stated that the Township is kept at a 2% cap increase, but that the Township can only account for itself, and not the county and schools.

Deputy Mayor Elefante noted that if a preliminary appeal does not help Mr. Bitterman, there would be an opportunity for a formal appeal of his assessment.

Mr. Bitterman noted that he has undergone a tax increase every year and that he has now been levied an additional 10%.

Committeeman Fein asked if the appraiser had been admitted into Mr. Bitterman’s home. Mr. Bitterman replied that he had, and that also, within his own development, it seemed that those homes that did not allow the appraiser entry seemed to have made out better than those who had.

Mr. Bitterman offered his services if he could assist with any leverage.

Mr. Jason Grote of 186 Maple Hill Drive said that his estimated tax based upon the revaluation will represent a 6.8% increase. He asked if the township is able to take a 6% increase while it is mandated at a 2% cap.

Mayor Maccarone responded that the Township would have to hold a referendum vote in order to exceed the 2% cap.

Committeeman Fein added that the estimated tax was based on the prior year, and that when calculated, the 6.8% was based upon the reassessment. He also noted that it is not an increase in tax, but rather an increase in assessment and that whether individual taxes go up or down, the tax levy remains unchanged.

Mr. Grote asked how long the taxpayers will have to wait to get the tax situation under control from a planning perspective.

Mayor Maccarone reminded Mr. Grote that much of the growth impacting taxes have to do with the Weatherby approval for 4,500 homes. 

Mr. Grote asked when the Rt. 322 plan will break ground, and was informed that the Township is laying the groundwork for sewer infrastructure. 

Committeeman Fein added that with bi-partisan support, the state provided additional funds for our schools, but warned that it will only last for a finite amount of time.

Mr. Grote asked if the Township can deny building permits and was told that we would then be spending money to defend lawsuits.

Hearing no further public comment, motion was made by Committeeman Descano and seconded by Committeeman Armano to close the public portion. All were in favor.

An out-of-time hearing on the application of Too Fast Recovery for a towing license was heard.

Andrew Viola representing Scott Schneider, stated that based upon a reinspection of the towing facility, the Committee could look favorably upon reconsidering the issuance of a towing license to his client. Mr. Viola then stated that he feels his client’s facility meets the requirements of the Township Ordinance.

Chief Marino responded that he visited the site with the Mayor, observed standing water, a portion of roof incomplete, no office, no security camera’s and no one using the facility.

Mayor Maccarone asked if any further improvements have been made in the last five days.

Mr. Schneider replied that he has re-graded the entrance to prevent water from entering and is working on getting the office together.

Mayor Maccarone replied that he honestly does not see how the facility could meet the township’s needs with no office and no security.

Mr. Schneider responded that his is the only company that has the ability for indoor storage.

Mr. Viola stated that he feels his client’s facility meets the ordinance requirements, that he understands the Township’s concerns, but yet his client meets the ordinance. He asked if the Committee would consider placing conditions on an approval.

Committeeman Armano reiterated that one of the conditions of the ordinance is that the facility meet the approval of the police chief.

Mr. Viola asked if the Committee would consider an additional time. Committeeman Fein asked how much time would be requested.

Mr. Viola responded that his client could address all of the concerns within thirty (30) days. Committeeman Fein then stated that the company had over thirty days since the initial inspection to bring the facility to standards.

Solicitor Shoemaker advised the Committee that they could allow an additional two weeks, or to deny the license, but should act on what had been heard that evening.

Deputy Mayor Elefante asked if the owner had been present during the Chief’s initial inspected and was told that his partner was present. Mr. Schneider said that the roof issues were raised, and that he has since installed additional boards and the water entering the building has been redirected. The Chief asked if the roof is still leaking and Mr. Schneider said it’s going to drip. 

Mr. Schneider also noted that his is the only facility with over 7,000 feet of storage. 

Chief Marino asked if any other police departments currently use his business and was told no. 

Mayor Maccarone suggested the issue be visited under new business. 

Committeeman Armano asked if the Committee could entertain Natalie Matthias, Park Director at that time regarding signage on dugouts. 

Discussion then ensued regarding whether or not signage is allowed, who the advertising funds would go to and whether it would be aesthetically pleasing.

Committeeman Armano suggested the Committee undertake an Ordinance to address this issue for the future.

Since it is the Little League Organization that wishes to place the sign, Committeeman Fein asked if the same courtesies are extended to other sports groups. Mrs. Matthias said that she has been approached by other organizations before regarding this issue. 

Committeeman Fein noted the importance of not being exclusionary.

Mrs. Matthias then asked if it would be allowed to have sponsorship of a scoreboard. Committeeman Fein stated his concern with the Township being fair to all

Committeeman Descano stated that just because space is available on the dugout does not mean that we should put advertising on it. He suggested that the Township consider this matter at the Ordinance level.

The following reports for the month of January were approved upon a motion by Committeeman Fein, seconded by Committeeman Armano and unanimously passed.
Tax Collector:		$3,701,412.16 remitted
Municipal Court:	$17,354.67/Woolwich $99.75/Swedesboro
Police:			Monthly Activity
Park Director:		Monthly Activity

Mayor Maccarone read the following resolutions by title only for the Committee’s consideration:

R-2013-52 Resolution of the Woolwich Township Committee Accepting the Annual Report of the Findings and Conclusions of the 2012 Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Township of Woolwich
Motion: Fein	Second: Armano	All in favor

R-2013-53 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Authorizing a Shared Services Agreement Between the County of Gloucester and the Township of Woolwich for Tax Assessment Services
Motion: Elefante	Second: Fein	All n favor

R-2013-54 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Authorizing a Shared Services Agreement Between the Township and the Gloucester County Improvement Authority for the use of Certain Stage Units for Special Events		Motion: Armano	Second: Fein	All in favor

R-2013-55 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Authorizing the Execution of a First Amendment to Developers Agreement between the Township of Woolwich, Main Street at Woolwich LLC, Woolwich Commons LLC and Woolwich Crossings LLC	Motion: Descano	Second: Elefante
All in favor

R-2013-56 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Authorizing the Entering into of an Agreement between the Township of Woolwich and Princeton Hydro for Storm Water Basin Maintenance
Motion: Armano	Second: Descano	All in favor	

R-2013-57 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Authorizing the Entering into of an Agreement between the Township of Woolwich and Hutchinson Mechanical Services for HVAC Maintenance
Motion: Armano	Second: Descano	All in favor	


R-2013-58 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Awarding Quote for Electrical Service for Municipal LED Sign	Motion: Elefante	Second: Fein	All n favor

R-2013-59 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Authorizing Membership in a Mutual Aid and assistance Agreement with Participating Units	Motion:  Armano	Second: Elefante	All

R-2013-60 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Appointing Special Counsel for Investigation into Personnel Complaint	Motion: Fein	Second: Elefante	All in favor

R-2013-61 Resolution Adopting an HRA Reimbursement Policy	Motion: Elefante       Second: Armano
All in favor

R-2013-62 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Making an Appointment to the Gloucester County Municipal Economic Council	Motion: Descano	Second: Elefante 	All in favor

R-2013-63 Resolution Authorizing Disposal of Certain Township Owned Equipment and Personal Property from the Fixed Asset List of Woolwich Township   Motion: Elefante	Second: Fein
Committeeman Fein questioned whether the information on computer hard drives would be erased or destroyed and was told that they would. All were in favor.

R-2013-64 through and including R-2013-82-Corporate Resolutions-The Bank	Motion: Elefante
Second: Armano	All in favor

Mayor Maccarone suggested that the Committee enter closed session. Motion was then made by Deputy Mayor Elefante, seconded by Committeeman Fein and unanimously passed to approve resolution R-2013-83 Resolution for Closed Session. 

The Committee entered closed session at 7:59 p.m. for the purpose of discussing personnel matters: Grievance and complaint. 

The regular meeting reconvened at 9:09 p.m.

The Administrator presented her report as self explanatory, but noted that the preservation of the Sorbello property through the PIG Grant was being withdrawn due to acquisition of the property by Atlantic City Electric for a substation. The Administrator noted that she is working with ACE for refunds of monies spent to date for survey’s and title work.

Mrs. DiBella also informed the Committee that there are certain waivers and policies that have to be put in place by the police department in order to begin using the fitness equipment.

The Committee had no questions on the report.

The Director of Community Development reported on the following:
· TDR Workgroup under the leadership of the JLUB will conduct 1st meeting on February 27th. Due to the number of moving parts and projects, Mr. Blake suggested that an additional representative of the Township Committee participate in the group.
· Legislation regarding additional liquor licenses based on square footage of commercial development projects could be introduced in the Assembly this week. Township Committee should be proactive in support of this Bill. Committeeman Armano requested clarification that the number of licenses would be driven by new development as opposed to population and was told that it was. Municipalities would retain 50% of the fees. Mayor Maccarone stated that it would be a win for the Township and would help with the Wolfson project. He suggested that a resolution of support for the Bill be included on the next agenda. 
· Mr. Blake also noted that work is commencing with South Jersey Land and Water Trust for retrofit of storm water basins.

Rob Callaway, Township Engineer presented his monthly report at which time the following items were discussed:
· Acceptance and approval towards videotaping of the Meadowview storm water pipeline system.
· Discussed the repair of the Garwin Road pipe and location of impoundment structure to see if it is outside the Township’s Right of Way.

The following liaison reports were offered:

Committeeman Armano: Streets/Roads; No report. Parks and Recreation; Father-Daughter Dance, Riverwinds Pool Party and Easter Egg Hunt plans are underway. Interviews for Park Ranger are scheduled. Library; No Report
Committeeman Descano: JLUB; Wolfson site plan has been submitted and will be reviewed. Brewster’s application has been deemed incomplete with waivers not granted. Buildings and Grounds; Working on property issues for public works building. Business Development Advisory Committee; Meeting on 2-27. Planning spring meet and greet event.
Committeeman Fein: S/W Schools; Board has decided not to conduct referendum. Members still trying to obtain as much state funding as possible. Trash/Recycling; End market recycling proposals were received. Omni is being recommended at a flat rate of $20.00/ton for a steady reliable revenue stream. Shade Tree Commission; No report.
Deputy Mayor Elefante: Finance; In midst of 2012 audit. Auditors will be on site the week of March 11. Draft budget being finalized. Code Enforcement; Zoning; Code meeting held. 64 permits have been issued to date as compared to 40 at this time last year. Annual rental inspections are being concluded. Municipal Court; Interviews will be conducted on 2-27. 
Mayor Maccarone: Police; Crime log was presented for the Committee’s review. Fire/EMS; No report. Ag/Open Space; Meeting held. Three parcels were recommended for preservation on the Casella farm. Letters to be mailed to landowners with approved subdivisions regarding farmland preservation to gauge interest. Environmental Commission; Meeting to be held on 2-22. KRHS School District; Will meet with Superintendent, tour construction and discuss potential for shared services.

The Committee reviewed the revised Planners quote to conduct TDR review and Redevelopment plan. Due to a number of moving parts, it was suggested that the quote be approved at a not to exceed cost per quote.

Committeeman Descano added that it is difficult to determine what the final cost will be and that efforts will be made to conduct some things in-house. 

Deputy Mayor Elefante asked the Director of Community Development if he is comfortable with the tasks involved. Mr. Blake replied that he is. The Planner will be told to proceed.

Under new business, motion was made by Committeeman Fein accept Option #1 from Omni for recycling end market at a flat rate of $20/ton. Committeeman Armano seconded. All were in favor. 

The Committee reviewed and discussed the 2013 vegetative collection schedule, noting that a few pickups were moved around to better accommodate the residents. Committeeman Fein then moved to approve the 2013 schedule as presented. Committeeman Elefante seconded. All were in favor.
	
The Administrator/Clerk advised of a request from a resident Girl Scout to develop a new resident welcome packet as a project towards Silver award. She suggested that the Committee authorize her to work with the Business Development Advisory Committee on this project. The Committee was in agreement. 

Motion was made by Committeeman Fein and seconded by Deputy Mayor Elefante to deny the grievance discussed in closed session and to accept the Chief’s original recommendation. All were in favor.

Motion was made by Committeeman Fein to authorize the Administrator/Clerk to proceed with personnel matter as discussed in closed session. Committeeman Armano seconded. All were in favor.

Committeeman Descano asked what the Committee intended to do regarding the Towing application hearing conducted that evening. 

Mayor Maccarone stated that he feels the applicant was provided ample time to address the township’s concerns.

Motion was made by Committeeman Fein to deny the out of time towing application per the recommendation of the Police Chief. Committeeman Armano seconded. All were in favor.

Motion was made by Committeeman Armano and seconded by Committeeman Fein to approve the following minutes:		January 22, 2013 Regular and Closed Session
				February 4, 2013 Work Session and Closed Session
All were in favor.

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Elefante and seconded by Committeeman Armano to approve the bills and purchase orders as presented for approval by the finance officer, pending the Mayor’s final review. All were in favor.

With no further business, motion was made by Deputy Mayor Elefante and seconded by Committeeman Fein to adjourn the meeting. All were in favor.

The meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jane DiBella
Administrator/Clerk						Minutes not verbatim
Audio recording on file
