
MINUTES 

WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING 

OCTOBER 21, 2013 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Mayor Maccarone with the following statement: 

 

The October 21, 2013 regular meeting of the Woolwich Township committee is being called to order. 

Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act. 

 

Roll Call: Armano: PRESENT Descano: PRESENT Fein: PRESENT 

Elefante: PRESENT Maccarone: PRESENT 

 

Also present on the dais were Solicitor Mark Shoemaker, Director of Community Development Matt 

Blake, and Jane DiBella, Administrator/Clerk. 

 

Those present saluted the American Flag. 

 

Mayor Maccarone presented a Proclamation to Vincent Matthew Piro upon the occasion of his 

achieving Eagle Scout. 

 

Motion was made by Committeeman Fein and seconded by Committeeman Descano to open the 

meeting to public comment. All were in favor. 

 

Jeffrey Harris of 15 Brockton Court offered apologies to the Township Committee for inappropriate 

remarks he may have made at the meeting with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission meeting on 

October 15th   on the Columbia Pipeline project.  He said that his comments were uncalled for and 

ungrateful and would like his apology on record. 

 

Mayor Maccarone replied that no apologies are necessary, and that he realizes the issue is an emotional 

one for Mr. Harris. The Mayor stated that the Committee never looks back, only forward.   

 

Deputy Mayor Elefante also acknowledged that it is all about communication, and that the Committee 

will continue to represent him. 

 

The Committee thanked Mr. Harris for coming out. 

 

Mr. Per Blomquist of 149 Yorktown Road addressed the Committee regarding the maintenance of the 

berm between his Lexington Hills property and that of Lexington Mews residential.  

 

Mr. Blake was instructed to look into the matter. 

 

With no further public comment, the public portion closed upon a motion by Committeeman Fein, 

seconded by Committeeman Descano and unanimously passed. 

 

The following reports were approved as submitted for the month of September upon a motion by 

Deputy Mayor Elefante, seconded by Committeeman Fein and unanimously passed. 

 



Tax Collector:   $4,058,981.55 remitted 

Municipal Court:  $13,045.45/Woolwich $22.50/Swedesboro 

Police:    Monthly Activity 

Park Director:   Monthly Activity 

Woolwich Fire Company: August-September 

 

Mayor Maccarone read the following Ordinance by title only upon first reading: 

 

2013-09 An Ordinance of the Township of Woolwich Joining the Gloucester County Energy 

Aggregation Program Pursuant to NJSA 48:3-93.1 Et. Seq.  

Motion to introduce: Elefante Second: Armano 

Roll Call: Armano: YES, Descano: YES, Fein: YES, Elefante: YES, Maccarone: YES  

 

Mayor Maccarone read the following resolutions by title only for the Committee’s consideration: 

 

R-2013-249 Resolution Authorizing the Placement of Liens on Various Properties Within the Township 

of Woolwich Motion: Fein Second: Armano All in favor 

 

R-2013-250 Resolution Authorizing the Tax Collector to Transfer or Refund Overpayment of Taxes 

Motion: Elefante Second: Fein All in favor 

 

R-2013-251 Resolution Authorizing the Cancellation of 1
st

 and 2
nd

 Quarter Taxes of 2014 Due to 

Exemption Pursuant to NJSA 54:43.6 Parsonage-Use for the Clergy 

Motion: Armano Second: Fein All in favor 

 

R-2013-252 Resolution Authorizing Closure of Escrow Accounts Motion: Fein Second: Armano 

All in favor 

 

R-2013-253 Resolution Designating Substitute Crossing Guard for the 2013-2014 School Year 

Motion: Armano Second: Fein All in favor 

 

R-2013-254 Authorizing Resolution of Municipality/Fulton Bank  Motion: Elefante      Second: Descano 

All in favor 

 

R-2013-255 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Supporting the Gloucester County Shop, Dine, Go 

Local Campaign on November 30, 2013 Motion: Descano Second: Fein 

Mayor Maccarone noted that this is an excellent idea which will be great for the community and great 

for the county. Committeeman Descano asked if the information could be uploaded to the website. Mrs. 

DiBella said that she would do that. All were in favor, 

 

R-2013-256 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Awarding Re-Bid of Meadowview Estates Close 

Out Project Motion: Elefante Second: Descano All in favor 

 

R-2013-257 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Authorizing renewal of a Shared Service 

Agreement Between the Township of Woolwich and the Kingsway Regional High School District for 

the 2014 Collection and Disposal of Solid Waste   Motion: Fein Second: Armano All in favor 

 



R-2013-258 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Authorizing Change Order on Contract with 

Straga Brothers for Public Works Storage Building  

Committeeman Fein moved to table the resolution upon the advice of the Solicitor. Committeeman 

Armano seconded. Mr. Shoemaker advised that there could be no debate on a tabled resolution, but 

advised that the resolution was being tabled due to legal technicalities and pending a response from the 

contractor. All were in favor. 

 

R-2013-259 Resolution Expressing Interest in Joining Gloucester County Residential Energy 

Cooperative Motion: Elefante Second: Descano All in favor 

 

The Administrator presented her report at which time the following was highlighted: 

• Discussed outstanding escrow for Kingsway Professional Building.  

• Noted Solar PPA Project timeline for completion 

• Noted traffic plan recommendation for the Villages Phase 4.1 as submitted by the Township 

Engineer.  

• Requested that the Committee be aware of communications between the Code Official and St. 

Francis Veterinary Center as included with the report. 

• The Administrator asked that the Committee consider authorization to settle the Kingsway 

Professional Building escrow issue and to also accept the traffic plan for Villages 4.1 as 

presented by the engineer under new business. 

 

Mr. Blake presented the following report to the Committee: 

• FERC Hearing on Oct. 15th regarding the Columbia pipeline project: Most concerns brought forth 

concerned the Oldmans Creek Road route. Columbia made it clear that it intends to reroute, 

although that alternative will not be presented in the application submitted on November 1st. It 

was read into the record that Columbia does intend to make changes to the route. Concerns 

were raised as to the intersection of the route with the Harker School. School officials were not 

noticed by Columbia, but rather by the Township. 

• Attended Complete Streets Program that day with Deputy Mayor Elefante and Mrs. DiBella at 

Rutgers University. Since the Township has adopted a complete streets program, the next step 

will be to develop an implementation plan. All components of the current circulation plan 

incorporate with a complete streets policy, but should be tweaked during the Master Plan 

reexamination process in tandem with NJDOT and its Access Management Plan.   

• As a follow up to the October 7th meeting, Mr. Blake reported the concerns of Paulsboro Road 

residents regarding traffic and the bridge. The County will initiate a traffic study and will look at 

the bridge structure. 

• Appraisals have been received for the Daylesford Meadows project.  Fair Market Value was also 

received for the Palladino property. Another preservation project may be seen in the northern 

project area soon.  

• TDR Draft report has been distributed in preparation for Oct. 30th hearing. Discussed the 

updates on the sending area and recalculation and fine tuning of credits. Additionally the 

receiving area has been revised. Discussed requirement to demonstrate that 25% of credits have 

been moved in order to justify that TDR can and should continue. Real Estate Market Analysis is 

being reviewed as to the estimated credit value. 

 

The Engineer’s monthly report was presented and any questions were directed to the 

Administrator/Clerk. There were no questions. 



Mayor Maccarone requested the following liaison reports: 

 

Committeeman Armano: Streets/Roads; Mill Road is in the hands of the County. Advertisements 

needed for supplemental snow removal in the upcoming season. Parks and Recreation; Impressed with 

activity of new members.  Health and Wellness Fair event was held on October 5th. Tree Lighting event 

has been scheduled. Library: No report 

Committeeman Descano: JLUB; Woolwich Commons received final approval on October 3rd for 550,000 

sq. ft. of commercial development. The project is now in the hands of other approval agencies. 

Ordinance Review; Request that the Committee discuss and consider amendments to the Township 

Code regarding overnight camping. Buildings and Grounds; No report. Business Development Advisory 

Committee: Participated in S/W Day. Planning a Spring Event.  Committeeman Descano also noted that 

he was pleased by the apologies of Mr. Harris during the public portion.  

Committeeman Fein: S/W Schools; No update on referendum. Trailer will be placed at the Harker 

School to be utilized as an art room. The school district has met with S/W Soccer Assn. towards 

partnering in the creation of two new fields. The Superintendent has reached out to the Shade Tree 

Commission for assistance with landscaping the retention basin. Trash/Recycling; The Trash and 

Recycling Coordinator and Administrator will be meeting with RecycleBank to discuss the future 

relationship.  

Deputy Mayor Elefante: Finance; Work will soon commence on the 2014 budget. Code Enforcement; 

Zoning; Met and discussed property maintenance, signage and foreclosure issues. 495 permits issued to 

date including 83 housing units compared to 407 last year to date with 59 housing units. 252 zoning 

permits issued to date compared to 219 last year. Township Officials have met with a potential 

developer. Further reports will be upcoming. Municipal Court: Security Meeting will be held on 

November 12.  3658 tickets were issued to date. 269 tickets were written in September. Asked that the 

Committee read and review the monthly report.  

Mayor Maccarone: Police; Noted that he was interviewed regarding merger talks for shared services. 

Looking at the issue to see if it is worth pursuing. Fire/EMS; No report. Ag/Open Space; Palladino and 

Daylesford Meadows potential preservation projects are moving forward. Environmental Commission; 

KRHS School District ribbon cutting ceremony will be held on Sat. Oct. 26th at 10:00 a.m. The Mayor 

noted that 50 years ago, his Grandfather was at the groundbreaking for the school, as Mayor of 

Woolwich Township.  

 

Motion was made by Committeeman Fein and seconded by Committeeman Armano to approve 

resolution R-2013-260 Resolution for Closed Session. All were in favor. 

 

The Committee entered closed session at 7:47 p.m. for the purpose of discussing Potential Litigation-

Rental Registrations. 

 

The regular meeting reconvened at 8:09 p.m. 

 

There was no old business.  

 

The following new business was discussed and/or acted upon: 

 

The Committee discussed RFP’s for 2014 Professional Services. The Committee wished to add the  

position of Tree Expert to the list. Motion was therefore made by Committeeman Fein and seconded by  

Committeeman Armano to authorize the advertisement of RFP’s/2014 Professional Services. All were in  

favor. 



   

Motion was made by Committeeman Armano and seconded by Committeeman Fein to authorize the  

advertisement for seasonal per-diem employee’s/snow removal. All were in favor. 

 

Motion was made by Committeeman Armano and seconded by Committeeman Fein to authorize the 

advertisement for Supplemental Snow Removal. All were in favor. 

 

A lengthy discussion ensued regarding the Township’s ordinance regarding parking of overnight trailers 

in response to concerns with the coming commercial development on the Rt. 322 corridor. Solicitor 

Shoemaker will conduct research into this issue and provide further guidance.  

 

The Administrator/Clerk advised of a request by Clean Water Action to conduct canvassing within  

Woolwich Township. The Township ordinance states that the company needs to apply for a permit, but  

Clean Water argues that it is exempt. The Committee advised the Administrator/Clerk to have the PD  

run checks on the canvasser list provided. It was further suggested that Clean Water Action be invited to  

the next meeting of the Township Committee. 

 

Motion was made by Committeeman Fein and seconded by Committeeman Descano to authorize the  

Administrator/Clerk to offer a settlement in the Kingsway Professional escrow matter as recommended.  

All were in favor. 

 

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Elefante and seconded by Committeeman Armano to allow the  

changes to the traffic circulation plan within Villages 4.1 as provided by the Engineer. All were in favor. 

 

Motion was made by Committeeman Fein to authorize the Solicitor to negotiate settlement of the  

matter with Pondview per discussion conducted in closed session. Committeeman Descano seconded.  

All were in favor. 

 

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Elefante and seconded by Committeeman Fein to approve the  

following minutes: 

September 16, 2013 Regular Meeting  

October 7, 2013 Work Session and Closed Session 

All were in favor. Committeeman Armano abstained on October 7, 2013 minutes. 

 

Motion was made by Committeeman Fein and seconded by Committeeman Armano to approve the bills 

and purchase orders pending the final review of the Mayor. All were in favor. 

 

With no further business, motion was made by Deputy Mayor Elefante and seconded by Committeeman 

Armano to adjourn the meeting. All were in favor. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Jane DiBella 

Administrator/Clerk   Minutes not verbatim. Audio recording on file.  


