MINUTES
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
WORK SESSION MEETING
JANUARY 7, 2013

The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by Deputy Mayor Alex Elefante who made the following statement:

The January 7, 2013 work session meeting of the Woolwich Township Committee is being called to order.  Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Roll Call:	Armano: PRESENT		Descano: PRESENT		Fein: PRESENT
Elefante: PRESENT		Maccarone: ABSENT

Also present on the dais were Solicitor Mark Shoemaker, Director of Community Development Matt Blake and Jane DiBella, Administrator/Clerk.

Deputy Mayor Elefante welcomed Matt Blake to his first official meeting of the Township Committee as the new Director of Community Development.

Those present saluted the American Flag.

Deputy Mayor Elefante presented Proclamations to members of the Kingsway Midget Football-Freshman and Senior Championship Teams.

A brief recess was called.

The meeting resumed at7:27 p.m. at which time a motion was made by Committeeman Descano, seconded by Committeeman Armano and unanimously passed to open the meeting to public comment. 

Karen Zehner of 652 Russell Mill Road addressed her concerns to the Committee regarding a vacant residence behind her home, lack of maintenance, lack of enforcement of maintenance regulations, infestation of rodents and insects, and perceived illegal activity occurring at the property.

The Committee informed Mrs. Zehner that it would address her issues with the enforcement officer and further advise the police of her concerns.

Deputy Mayor Elefante further offered to follow up with a site visit on the next day.

Hearing no further public comment, motion was made by Committeeman Descano and seconded by Committeeman Armano to close the public portion. All were in favor.

The Administrator/Clerk presented her report as self explanatory, and provided the following updates:
· Meeting scheduled with the County for 1:00 p.m. on 1-9 to discuss Mill Road Bridge
· Noted that a decision should be reached by the Committee as to whether it can allow the issuance of a building permit to Paparone Homes for the Enclave at Stone Meeting House prior to the construction of the COAH units
· Opposition brief received from Fair Share Housing Center. The Township COAH Counsel has requested an adjournment of the motion until 2-8. FSGC has agreed to the adjournment of the motion until that time.
The Administrator/Clerk asked if there were any questions on her report.

Committeeman Descano questioned an engineering bill to resolve plats and how the Township can approve payment when the firm missed the survey discrepancy when plotting the new Public Works building.

Mrs. DiBella responded that the engineering bill referenced was not for the P/W storage building. Committeeman Descano retracted his question.

Committeeman Descano then asked if the Township has come to an agreement regarding the layout of the public works building.

Mr. Shoemaker advised that the Township has provided copies of deeds and authorized Pennoni to conduct a survey for which results are awaited. The Solicitor has asked the engineer to expedite this process.

Committeeman Descano expressed his legal concerns with the contractor who was awarded the bid. 

Deputy Mayor Elefante read the following resolutions by title only for the Committee’s consideration:

R-2013-34 Resolution Making an Appointment to the Woolwich Township Shade Tree Commission	Motion: Fein	Second: Armano	All in favor

R-2013-35 Resolution Authorizing Execution of Revised Jurisdictional Agreement Between the Township of Woolwich, the County of Gloucester, the New Jersey Turnpike Authority and the New Jersey Department of Transportation Motion: Armano	Second: Fein	
Committeeman Fein asked if the Township has received the revised map and was told that the revised map was included in the meeting packet. 

Committeeman Armano questioned the map area and notation of “maintenance by others”. The Administrator/Clerk then replied that the area in question fronts the Shell/Dunkin Donuts property, and that they are responsible for maintenance of the frontage improvements. The Solicitor added that as a corporate entity, the business is not a partner to the agreement, and that he is comfortable recommending the Committee authorize the execution of the agreement as revised. All were in favor.
R-2013-36 Resolution Rejecting Bids for Solar Power Purchase Agreement 
Motion: Armano	Second: Fein		All in favor

The Committee discussed the following matters:

· Township Newsletter-Discussion commenced regarding publishing a township newsletter, the cost of which was included in the agenda packet. Discussion was further held as to moving forward with an advertiser sponsored newsletter. It was suggested that this item be brought to the Business Development Advisory Committee to spearhead. The Administrator/Clerk will bring this to the attention of the BDAC Chair.
· Westbrook at Weatherby, Municipal Services-Discussion held to allow more research
· Stone Meeting House Building Permit-The Solicitor advised that he has reached out to the developer’s attorney but has not made headway. He suggested that he discuss the matter with the COAH attorney and thinks that the response will be that no building permits should be issued prior to construction of the required COAH units. The Solicitor further stated that it may be incumbent for Paparone Homes to work out the COAH issues if they are interested in completing the development. Mr. Shoemaker will speak to both Mr. Surenian and Paparone as to this matter.
· Tax Map Update Estimate- Discussion was held regarding a proposal from the Township Engineer to correct two tax map sheets in the amount of $915.00. The Committee’s thoughts were that they paid for a finished product and should not have to pay again. The Administrator/Clerk was instructed to share the Tax Assessor’s thoughts on the matter with Pennoni.
· Garwin Road Culvert Repair Quotes-Discussion commenced regarding the engineer’s proposal to seek RFP’s for Garwin Road repairs. Concerns were raised as to budgetary issues and RFP timelines. It was suggested that the Administrator/Clerk inquire with the CFO as to timelines for funding the project.
· Veteran’s Recognitions-Deputy Mayor Elefante suggested that in an effort to get more recognition for our local veterans, such recognition be given to one veteran at each meeting of the Township Committee. Discussion commenced regarding how the veterans would be chosen. All were in agreement that this would be a good idea, as another way to say “Thank You.”

There was no old business.

Upon a motion by Committeeman Fein, seconded by Committeeman Armano and unanimously passed to approve resolution R-2013-37 Resolution for Closed Session, the Woolwich Township Committee entered closed session at 8:10 p.m. for the purpose of discussing the following matters:
Potential Litigation: Chestnut Ridge Developers Agreement
Contractual Matters: Sewer	

The regular meeting resumed at 8:38 p.m.

Under new business, motion was made by Committeeman Fein to authorize the Solicitor to proceed in regards to Chestnut Ridge Developers Agreement per discussion held in closed session. Committeeman Descano seconded. All were in favor.

Motion was made by Committeeman Fein and seconded by Committeeman Armano to approve the bills and purchase orders as provided by the Finance Officer pending the Mayor’s final review. All were in favor.

With no further business, motion was made by Committeeman Armano and seconded by 
Committeeman Descano to adjourn the meeting. All were in favor.	

The meeting adjourned at 8:39 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Jane DiBella
Administrator/Clerk


Minutes not verbatim
Audio recording on file	
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