MINUTES
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
SEPTEMBER 17, 2012

The meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m. by Mayor Maccarone who made the following statement:

The September 17, 2012 regular meeting of the Woolwich Township Committee is being called to order. Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Roll Call:	Armano: PRESENT	Descano: PRESENT	Elefante: PRESENT
Fein: ABSENT		Maccarone: PRESENT

Also noted as present on the dais were Solicitor Mark Shoemaker, Township Engineer Rob Callaway and Administrator/Clerk Jane Dibella.

Those present saluted the American Flag.

Motion was made by Committeeman Elefante and seconded by Committeeman Armano to open the meeting to public comment. All were in favor.

Edward Johnston of 193 Moravian Church Road advised the Township of Boy Scouts of America Troop 13’s desire to host a Camporee at Township owned park land in April 2013. He noted the event would involve approximately 15-20 troops from Salem, Gloucester and Cumberland Counties and estimated that 1,000 scouts would be in attendance. He noted that the BSA would bring in port-a-pots and water. There would be a Saturday evening camp fire, and requested the Committee’s blessing so that organization of the event can commence.

Mayor Maccarone stated that it is a great idea, but wants the organizers to be in touch with the PD and emergency services.

Committeeman Armano asked if this event has ever been held in Woolwich and was told that it has not been. Mr. Armano then asked that the Park Director be kept in the loop.

Committeeman Armano then inquired with the Solicitor as to insurance requirements. Mr. Shoemaker replied that the BSA would need to provide a Certificate of Insurance which names the Township, its officials and volunteers as additional insured. 

Committeeman Armano asked Mr. Johnston what activities would be conducted. Mr. Johnston replied that it would be a round-robin set up with various activities on which the scouts would be judged. Additionally, there would be daily campsite inspections. He added that it would be held on Friday night through mid-day Sunday.

Committeeman Descano asked what adult supervision would be and was told that normally it would be one adult for 10 boys. Mr. Descano then asked about clean up of the campsites. Mr. Johnston told him that campsite inspections would be conducted prior to the campers being checked out.

Committeeman Elefante questioned emergency facilities. Mr. Johnston responded that he would coordinate with all emergency services.

Mayor Maccarone said that the Committee would consider the request under new business, but feels that it is a worthwhile event for Woolwich and its youth.

With no further public discussion, motion was made by Committeeman Descano and seconded by Committeeman Armano to close the public portion. All were in favor.

The following reports were approved for the month of August upon a motion by Committeeman Elefante, seconded by Committeeman Armano and unanimously passed:
Tax Collector:			$7,050,240.87 remitted	
Municipal Court:		$17,555.55 remitted/Woolwich-$453.04/Swedesboro remitted
Police:				Monthly Activity
Park Director:			Monthly Activity 

Mayor Maccarone read the following Ordinance by title only upon second reading:

2012-15 Bond Ordinance Authorizing Various Capital Improvements and the Acquisition of Capital Equipment in and for the Township of Woolwich, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey; Appropriating the Sum of $1,214,000 Therefore; Authorizing the Issuance of General Obligation Bonds or Bond Anticipation Notes of the Township of Woolwich, County of Gloucester, New Jersey  in the Aggregate Principle Amount of up to $1,153,300; Making Certain Determinations and Covenants; and Authorizing Certain Related Actions in Connection with the Foregoing	
Open public hearing: Descano	Second: Armano	All in favor
No comment
Close public hearing: Descano	Second: Elefante	All in favor
Motion to adopt: Elefante	Second: Armano
Administrator/Clerk DiBella noted that due to a mistake in publication, this second public hearing was required.
Roll Call: Armano: YES, Descano: YES, Elefante: YES, Maccarone: YES

Mayor Maccarone read the following Ordinance by title only upon first reading:

2012-19 An Ordinance of the Township of Woolwich, County of Gloucester and State of New Jersey Amending 36-3 of the Woolwich Township Code   Motion to introduce: Descano     Second: Armano	
Roll Call: Armano: YES, Descano: YES, Elefante: YES, Maccarone; YES

Mayor Maccarone read the following resolutions by title only for the Committee’s consideration:

R-2012-164 Resolution Authorizing Cancellation of Various Improvement Authorization Balances
Motion: Armano	Second: Descano	All in favor

R-2012-165 Resolution Adopting Revised Rules and Regulations Governing the Township of Woolwich Police Department	Motion: Elefante	Second: Armano		
Solicitor Shoemaker advised that he and Chief Marino had revised the Rules and Regulations to the Chief’s satisfaction. From the audience, Chief Marino added that he had one more amendment which would be to require five (5) years minimum supervisory position which would include Sergeants, in order to be considered for the position of Chief. Mayor Maccarone thanked the Chief and Solicitor for their hard work.

Committeeman Armano asked if the definition of supervision is included in the Rules and Reg’s, and the Chief replied in the affirmative.

Solicitor Shoemaker suggested a motion to amend the first motion to include the requirement of five years supervisory position in order to be considered for position of Chief. So moved Elefante. Committeeman Armano seconded. All were in favor.

Motion was then made by Committeeman Armano to approve resolution R-2012-165 as amended. Committeeman Descano seconded. All were in favor.

R-2012-166 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Authorizing the Insertion of a Special Item of Revenue and Appropriation in the 2012 Municipal Budget Motion: Elefante	Second: Armano
All in favor

R-2012-167 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Approving the Corrective Action Plan for the 2011 Municipal Audit	Motion: Elefante	Second: Descano	All in favor

R-2012-168 Resolution Authorizing Renewal of Contract for Employee Assistance Program
Motion: Descano	Second: Armano	All in favor

R-2012-169 Resolution the Township of Woolwich Removing a Member of the Woolwich Township Joint Land Use Board	Motion: Descano	Second: Elefante	All in favor

R-2012-170 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Authorizing the Award of Bids for 2012 Road Improvement Project	Motion: Armano	Second: Descano
Discussion commenced regarding the apparent low bidder, taking into consideration the award of all alternates. The Committee also discussed the disparity of numbers in the Mill Road alternate. Solicitor Shoemaker advised that the Township would be protected by the Bid Bond submitted with the bid. He further advised the Committee that Ricky Slade had withdrawn his bid as to Mill Road due to a clerical error in calculations.

Mayor Maccarone noted that the award of this bid is in the best interest of the Township. All were in favor.

R-2012-171 Resolution of Unincorporated Association	Motion: Elefante     Second: Armano  All in favor

R-2012-172 Resolution of the Township Committee of the Township of Woolwich Rejecting all Bids for the Project Known as LED Double Sided Sign  Motion: Armano	Second: Descano    All in favor

R-2012-173 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Authorizing the Placement of Municipal Liens on Certain Properties	Motion: Elefante  	Second: Armano  	All in favor

R-2012-174 Resolution of the Township Committee of the Township of Woolwich Rejecting Public Bid for Stake Body Truck	Motion: Armano	Second: Descano    Solicitor Shoemaker advised the Committee that the Bid Bond submitted was not in compliance with specifications. He further suggested that when re-bid, the Township add a requirement for a specified time frame for vehicle delivery. All were in favor.

R-2012-175 Resolution Authorizing Temporary Part Time Help/Tax Assessor Inspection Services
Motion: Armano	Second: Descano    All in favor

R-2012-177 Resolution Endorsing the Findings and Determination Statement and Authorizing the Clerk to Submit an Application for a Raffle License on Behalf of Officer Down
Motion: Descano	Second: Armano	All in favor	Maccarone abstained

The Administrator/Clerk presented her report as self explanatory, but highlighted the following:
· Advised of 2nd Entrance at Four Seasons community
· Advised that WMP has gone for legal review and upon completion will be signed by Director 
· Advised of letter received from Senate President Sweeney from DOT in response to Township’s request to have improvements to Rt. 322 and Kings Hwy. intersection expedited. DOT’s response is that the project will be funded in 2017 unless funds become available sooner.
· Former Matlack site has been listed as Superfund site
· Thank you to those who made Patriot Day and Veteran’s Ceremony successful
· Plans to dedicate memorial garden in Mary Folker’s memory on October 26th
· Township maps are out of publication and will be mailed to all residences

The Township Engineer presented his report with the following discussed:
· Public Works Building plans provided for review
· Mill Road Plans 60%-ready to submit to DEP by the end of the month
· Transportation Trust Fund application underway in Sage System
· Meeting held with Woolwich Investors regarding Chestnut Ridge. Soil Conservation District issues being resolved. Conducting survey of landscaping plantings at Four Seasons
· Sent certified letter to Lennar regarding addressing punch list at Creek Run development
· Waverly Meadows sample home almost completed and grading plans have been submitted for two homes
· On Site pre-construction meeting held for Villages Phase 2.2

Mayor Maccarone requested the following liaison reports:
									
Committeeman Armano: Streets/Roads; Approved 2012 road improvements and roads should be in good shape. Parks and Recreation; 900 children playing soccer. Fields usage is stretched. NYC Trip on October 8th has had successful sales. Potential to bid out drainage issues for field M. 
Committeeman Descano: JLUB: Will heard application for Woolwich Commons amendment to GDP. Project has been a long time coming, but moving forward despite ongoing sewer issues. Environmental Commission; Meeting held on the 13th. Discussed and recommended combining forces with Swedesboro to create a joint Environmental Commission. Many successful events have been conducted jointly. Asked the Township to consider this. Committeeman Elefante asked what effect combining forces would have on grant opportunities. Committeeman Descano said they would be partnered, not competing. Business Development Advisory: Enthusiastic group of volunteers. Working on advertising local business at S/W Day.  
Committeeman Elefante: Finance; Looking at opportunities for 2013 and beyond. Transition to new health insurance plan is in place and seems manageable. Code Enforcement/Zoning; Met on the 12th and discussed property maintenance issues, problems with inflatable pools and dilapidated structures. 4 building permits issued on August and two apartment buildings at Pondview equaling 20 units per building. Inspections continue at the High School and the rental registration process is in place. Zoning; Municipal Court: Deputy Administrator passed first course. 
Mayor Maccarone: Police, Fire and EMS; Police requesting bid for SUV’s as budgeted. Ag/Open Space; No report, Ordinance Review: Nothing 

Under old business, Solicitor Shoemaker noted that he has discussed the proposed County Assessor 
Cooperative Agreement with County Counsel. Franklin Township shares Woolwich’s concerns with the 
Agreement as to who bears the cost to defend 2013 assessments. Mr. Shoemaker asked if the matter 
could be held for another two weeks to allow for discussions with special appointed tax attorney for the 
City of Woodbury. The Committee agreed.	

The Solicitor also advised the Committee that he researched charging a fee for a public right of way and 
the statute does not allow that, but does allow charging escrow for administrative, legal and 
engineering. He stated that he would be agreeable to entering into the ROW Agreement with Fibertech 
for a Public ROW Easement, if attached to escrow.	

Motion was made by Committeeman Elefante, seconded by Committeeman Armano and unanimously 
passed to approve resolution R-2012-176 Resolution for Closed Session. The Committee entered closed 
session at 8:08 p.m. for the purpose of discussing the following matters:
Contractual Matters: Sewer; Personnel: Applicant Review-DOCD; Potential Litigation: GL Claim

The meeting resumed at 8:43 p.m.
		
Under new business, motion was made by Committeeman Elefante and seconded by Committeeman 
Armano to authorize entering into an easement agreement with Fibertech for a right of way subject to 
posting escrow in the amount of $2,500.00. All were in favor.

Motion was made by Committeeman Descano and seconded by Committeeman Elefante to authorize 
the advertisement of bids for police trucks. All were in favor.	

Motion was made by Committeeman Armano and seconded by Committeeman Descano to authorize a 
Boy Scout Camporee on township grounds and to allow the organization to proceed with planning the 
event in conjunction with Parks and Recreation and subject to the concerns made that evening and 
representations offered. All were in favor.

Solicitor Shoemaker added that a letter from the administrator should read all of the caveats discussed as to all costs being borne by the Boy Scouts Council; A single camp fire not to exceed 5X5X5; BS will provide on site port-o-pots; BS responsible for full site cleanup; BS will arrange for fire company on standby; BS will co-ordinate with Chief of Police for any necessary security and traffic control. 

Committeeman Descano moved to authorize beginning the Ordinance process for creating a joint Environmental Commission subject to vetting of a few concerns as discussed. Committeeman Armano seconded. All were in favor.

Motion was made by Committeeman Elefante and seconded by Committeeman Armano to approve the following minutes:	August 20, 2012 Regular Meeting and Closed Session; September 4, 2012 Work Session. All were in favor. Descano abstained on the minutes of September 4, 2012.

Motion was made by Committeeman Armano and seconded by Committeeman Elefante to approve the bills and purchase orders as presented by the finance officer subject to the Mayor’s final review. All were in favor.

Having no further business, motion was made by Committeeman Armano and seconded by Committeeman Descano to adjourn the meeting. All were in favor.

The meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Jane DiBella
Administrator/Clerk


Minutes not verbatim
Audio recording on file



