MINUTES
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
WORK SESSION MEETING
AUGUST 6, 2012

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m. by Mayor Samuel Maccarone Jr., with the following statement:

The August 6, 2012 work session meeting of the Woolwich Township Committee is being called to order.  Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Roll Call:	Armano: PRESENT	Descano: PRESENT	Elefante: PRESENT
Fein: PRESENT		Maccarone: PRESENT
 
Also present on the dais were Mark Shoemaker, Township Solicitor, Anthony Zappasodi, Director of Community Development and Jane DiBella, Administrator/Clerk.

Those present saluted the American Flag.

Motion was made by Committeeman Descano and seconded by Deputy Mayor Fein to open the meeting to public comment. All were in favor.

Lee Lorendo of Johnson Controls was present and asked if the Committee had any questions regarding the bid submitted for a Solar Power Purchase Agreement. He also informed the Committee of Johnson Control’s long term view of the solar SREC market.

Mayor Maccarone advised that the bid was on the agenda under old business, and asked Solicitor Shoemaker if he had any comment.

Mr. Shoemaker noted that prior to the bid the Administrator had received many calls from prospective bidders who were not able to meet the bonding requirements contained within the bid spec’s. He noted the Township may want to consider modifying the specifications to generate more competitive bids. He also advised that the Township was mindful of the bill sponsored by Senate President Stephen Sweeney and its effect on future SREC’s and were taking into consideration what might be in the township’s best interest. 

Mary Ann DeSantis of 154 Mill Road approached the Committee regarding her application for a loan through the DEP for the restoration of her Lake on Mill Road and noted that the Committee would need to be a co-signor of the loan. 

Mr. Zappasodi noted that he and Ms. DeSantis had recently met at which time she had made him aware of a DEP low interest loan program for which the municipality would be required to be a co-applicant. 

Ms. DeSantis stated that the application is due on August 17th and that she needs to determine of the Committee will consider being co-applicant. 

Mayor Maccarone asked the solicitor if the Township would be responsible for the loan if defaulted upon. Mr. Shoemaker said that the Township would be required to pay, and that provisions would need to be in the budget in the event there was a default.

Ms. DeSantis responded that John Ritchey of NJDEP did not advise her of that, and that the agreement would be non-binding. 

Mayor Maccarone said that he, Mr. Zappasodi and Ms. DeSantis had met with the DEP, and that the Township has been helping with this issue, but that the Township may not be able to undertake certain obligations.

Mr. Shoemaker offered to speak directly with Mr. Ritchey at NJDEP regarding potential obligations as a co-applicant.

Deputy Mayor Fein asked the amount of the loan, to which Ms. DeSantis replied $100,000. The Deputy Mayor then asked what her bids are for the dam restoration. Ms. DeSantis replied it could exceed $100,000. She reiterated that this has to move quickly and that it is to the township’s advantage to get the dam done before the road, and that the residents want the road back. 

Mayor Maccarone offered that the Township Committee may authorize the Solicitor to reach out to NJDEP under new business, and that a follow-up meeting could be scheduled with the Mayor for Thursday to discuss the results of the Solicitor’s findings.

Ms. DeSantis asked if the township is permitting the dam at the same time as the roadway. Mr. Zappasodi replied that the marching orders of the Governing Body were to proceed with the roadway only, and that if the dam were built in the Township’s Right of Way, it could be the Township’s responsibility in the future. Ms. DeSantis responded that the proposed dam would be outside of the Right of Way.

Tina Miskovsky of 127 Mill Road asked when the road will be built.

Mr. Zappasodi responded that guidance from the DEP changed the scope of work, and required the project re-design.  The Township Engineer is authorized to conduct the re-design and upon completion, it will be reviewed by the County and Township, and Ms. DeSantis will be so advised. 

Mrs. Miskovsky asked how medical emergency services can be so informed to avoid any delayed emergency response.  She also noted that trash is being thrown in the area where the road ends. Her mother, Catherine Garozzo added that if she is outside of her home, she has to be a police officer and trash control person.

The Administrator/Clerk offered to send the names and addresses of the residents along that portion of Mill Road to the Director of GCEMS so that his shifts are certain of the route needed to reach their particular homes.

Salvatore Previtera of 167 Mill Road noted that the current signage misinforms the public. Mayor Maccarone replied that the Township can reach out to the county. 

Deputy Mayor Fein suggested the Township see if the County can remove the “road closed one mile ahead” sign and replace it with a “local traffic only“ sign.

Mike Previtera noted there is no speed limit signage on Swedesboro Avenue.

Mr. Edward Johnston, County Fire Marshall, was in the audience and advised the residents that not all EMT’s on shift are always the same. He suggested that when 911 is called, the caller advise dispatch of what side they should use for entry.

Mr. Sal Previtera responded that in an emergency setting it is difficult to remember things like that.

Alfie Previtera of 167 Mill Road asked for a time line. Mr. Zappasodi replied that the Township sincerely thought it would move faster. He offered to get a better idea of time from Pennoni.

Mr. Sal Previtera asked who is determining what type of structure will be built. Mr. Zappasodi again reiterated the discussions held at the meeting with DEP.

Hearing no further questions, motion was made by Committeeman Elefante and seconded by Deputy Mayor Fein to close the public portion. All were in favor.

Peter Burcat of SEG Energy was present to discuss a summary of the law signed by Governor Christie which puts the light back into NJ Clean Energy and stabilizes the solar market. He advised that under the new law, states, counties, municipalities and school districts can take advantage of net metering to offset direct usage. He added that the Township may be able to provide electric through virtual net metering to its buildings, schools and parks within a three mile radius. 

Mayor Maccarone inquired whether the Township would be able to add street lighting also. Mr. Burcat responded that it would be complicated, and the meter would have to be identified. He advised that the Township has already received approval for a total of 250 kW including what is already on site.

Mayor Maccarone asked how much acreage would be needed to construct a 250 kW system and was told that 1.5 acres would be needed. Four fields would take roughly six acres. 

Deputy Mayor Fein noted that Kingsway High School is already in a PPA Agreement, and further asked of it would matter that the schools are not under the municipal umbrella.

Mr. Burcat replied that the District could lease the space from the township, put the solar here and the municipality could be the provider through shared services.

Deputy Mayor Fein asked if wind energy was also in the bill. Mr. Burcat replied that solar was the basis if the bill.

Mr. Burcat suggested the Committee allow him to follow up with Atlantic City Electric to get more  definitive answers particular to Woolwich, specifically to find out if they will approve multiple systems on site if attributable to separate sites.

Mayor Maccarone advised that such will be considered under new business.

Mayor Maccarone read the following Ordinances by title only:

2012-15 Bond Ordinance Authorizing Various Capital Improvements and the Acquisition of Capital Equipment in and for the Township of Woolwich, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey; Appropriating the Sum of $1,214,000 Therefore; Authorizing the Issuance of General Obligation Bonds or Bond Anticipation Notes of the Township of Woolwich, County of Gloucester, New Jersey  in the Aggregate Principle Amount of up to $1,153,300; Making Certain Determinations and Covenants; and Authorizing Certain Related Actions in Connection with the Foregoing	
Mrs. DiBella stated that due to an unanticipated problem with obtaining a Supplemental Debt Statement to accompany the Bond Ordnance, “the members of the public were informed that public hearing and final adoption of Bond Ordinance 2012-15 is postponed until the next meeting, August 20, 2012, beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Woolwich Township Municipal Building, 120 Village Green Drive, Woolwich Township, NJ 08085.”

2012-16 An Ordinance Appropriating the Sum of $104,526.72 to be used for the Various Roadway Improvements Within the Township of Woolwich, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey
Motion to introduce: Armano	Second: Fein
Roll Call: Armano: YES, Descano: YES, Elefante: YES, Fein: YES, Maccarone: YES
									
2012-17 An Ordinance of the Township of Woolwich Amending Chapter 140 of the Code of the Township of Woolwich Entitled “Peddlers, Solicitors, Vendors and Transient Merchants”
Motion to introduce: Elefante	Second: Armano
Roll Call: Armano: YES, Descano: YES, Elefante: YES, Fein: YES, Maccarone: YES				

 Mayor Maccarone read the following resolutions by title only for the Committee’s consideration:					
R-2012-136 Resolution Preliminarily Approving Acquisition by the Township of Woolwich of Development Easements on the Farm Property of Benny A. Sorbello Family LLC, Known as Block 49, Lot 2, and Block 50, Lot 2, in the Township of Woolwich Through the Township’s Planning Incentive Grant (PIG) Application for the Farmland Preservation Program	 Motion: Fein	Second: Armano
All were in favor

R-2012-137 Resolution Preliminarily Approving Acquisition by the Township of Woolwich of Development Easements on the Farm Property of Tracie Vandergracht, Known as Block 55, Lot 3, in the Township of Woolwich Through the Township’s Planning Incentive Grant (PIG) Application for the Farmland Preservation Program	Motion: Elefante	Second: Fein	All in favor

R-2012-138 Resolution Authorizing Pennoni Associates to Conduct Land Surveys Relative to the Preservation of Various Parcels Within the Township of Woolwich  Motion: Fein  Second: Armano
All were in favor

R-2012-139 Resolution Authoring the Mayor to Sign Agreement with the County of Gloucester and the Township of Woolwich for Alliance to Prevent Alcohol and Drug Abuse  Motion: Armano   Second: Fein
All were in favor

R-2012-140 Resolution Authorizing the Tax Collector to Extend the Due Date for 3rd Quarter Taxes, 2012	Motion: Fein	Second: Elefante	All were in favor	All were in favor

R-2012-141 Resolution Authorizing Veteran, Senior and/or Disabled Person Deduction for the Year 2012	Motion: Elefante	Second: Armano	All in favor

R-2012-142 Resolution Authorizing the Tax Collector to Transfer Overpayment of Taxes
Motion: Armano   Second: Fein 		All were in favor

R-2012-143 A Resolution Consenting to the Proposed Water Quality Management (WQM) Plan Amendment Entitled: Gloucester County Non-Consolidated District Wastewater Management Plan (WMP) Proposed Amendment to the Tri-County Water Quality Management Plan (WQMP)
Motion: Elefante	Second: Armano	
Mr. Zappasodi noted that this is the rubber stamp on the Township’s Waste Water Management Plan and that the County Freeholder Board will consider a like resolution at their August 8th meeting. All approvals will thereafter be sent to the DEP. All were in favor.

R-2012-144 Resolution Awarding Bid for 2013 E-One Cyclone II Chassis Pumper Tanker and Trade of 1998 Spartan Luverne Pumper Apparatus	Motion Fein	Second: Elefante     
Solicitor Shoemaker noted that if payment can be made within thirty (30) days, the Township can save an additional 3%. He further noted that the contract has been revised in accordance with his previous review comments. All were in favor.

R-2012-145 Resolution Endorsing the Findings and Determination Statement and Authorizing the Clerk to Submit an Application for a Bingo License	 Motion: Fein  Second: Armano All were in favor

R-2012-146 Resolution Authorizing a Change Order to Proposal WOTP 1113 – Pennoni Associates for Hendrickson Mill Road Project	Motion: Fein	Second: Descano	Committeeman Descano asked if this is necessary due to the DEP’s comments when they met with the Township and was told that it is. He further asked if the DEP has made any claims that these changes will be satisfactory. Mr. Zappasodi said that the Township can’t be assured that the DEP will permit it as designed. Mayor Maccarone stated that the DEP will dictate what goes on eventually, but on the behalf of the residents who were at the meeting earlier, there is no choice but to move on the engineering change order.  Committeeman Descano said he is wary of letting costs get out of control, and suggested it was prudent to let the engineer know we will be mindful of costs. All were in favor.

R-2012-147 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Appointing a Tax Assessor for the Township of Woolwich	Motion Fein	Second: Elefante     	
The Administrator/Clerk advised of a meeting held with the County Assessor’s Office, the former Tax Assessor, Tax Collector and herself regarding the interim period prior to total transition to County Services in April of 2013. All were in favor.

R-2012-148 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Authorizing the Mayor to Execute and Submit a “Certification of Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund Status”   Motion: Elefante Second: Armano	
All were in favor.

Mr. Zappasodi provided his monthly departmental report as self explanatory. Due to his recent resignation, he thanked the Committee and officials for their graciousness, and said it has been a pleasure to serve Woolwich. He stated that he is leaving to serve within his hometown, and asked that his departure not be perceived negatively. He said he was thankful to having worked with Jane DiBella, Jim Sabetta and Anthony Bertino who are all very knowledgeable and do a great job.
Mayor Maccarone thanked Mr. Zappasodi for his excellent service and for being a shield. He said he is glad to call him a friend.

Committeeman Elefante said that Mr. Zappasodi has been knowledgeable and committed and has helped a lot of residents. He wished him the best and said they will remain friends.

Committeeman Descano noted that Mr. Zappasodi is a man of true caricature, heart and class, and the impact of his departure will be felt in the coming weeks.

Deputy Mayor Fein agreed that the greatest description was Tony being a shield which allowed the Committee to do a better job.

Committeeman Armano said that Tony has been an easy guy to get to know, with an unusual ability to connect with people quickly. 

Mr. Zappasodi then presented a draft red-lined version of the Stormwater Basin Management Agreement for Four Seasons. He noted that K Hovnanian had drafted the agreement specific to Phase 2B, but that he feels it should encompass all basins. Discussion ensued regarding exactly how many basins there are.

Mayor Maccarone agreed that it should be document for all basins.

Committeeman Elefante asked if the agreement would include the basins at the Clubhouse and Somerfield since the township owns those basins. Mr. Zappasodi responded that there should be specificity.
											
Mayor Maccarone advised the committee that he and Mrs. DiBella had met with Mayor Fromm at his request, and that the Mayor was requesting the Township cost share in the removal of an underground storage tank at the Woolwich Fire House since it is owned by both municipalities.

Discussion continued regarding funds expended solely by Woolwich Township to insulate the firehouse roof, and those committed to buying the pumper tanker. By these determinations, it was the consensus of the Committee to not cost share the project.

Discussion was held regarding a meeting at the Charles Harker School and courtesy review of draft plans presented for a new school building, and the proposed location of the roadway up to Villages II per a settlement agreement which requires the school to build the road. 

Committeeman Descano asked if Mr. Zappasodi had reached out to Summit Ventures on the matter, and he confirmed that he had. He added that the District will send electronic copies of the plan which will be forwarded on to Summit. The next step is for the school to present to the JLUB for a resolution of support.

The Administrator/Clerk also advised that while Financial Institution RFP’s were due on August 3rd, no further RFP’s were received. 

The Administrator/Clerk advised the Committee that she has been looking into an LED sign. Discussion commenced regarding the sign location and need to run electric to the sign. The Administrator/Clerk requested permission to advertise specifications for the sign. Mayor Maccarone said it would be considered under new business.

Mayor Maccarone suggested holding approval for advertisement of bids for trash/recycling collection and the P/W storage building until new business.

The Committee reviewed a proposed Eagle Scout project as presented by Stephen Gregg to number houses on curbing in Poplar Point. The committee agreed it would be a worthwhile project. The County Fire Chief Ed Johnston noted from the audience that this is project that will be able to be continued by other Eagle Scouts in other developments.

Mayor Maccarone advised the Committee that the Police Chief has requesting testing for vacant LT. Position, as well as for Sgt. Committeeman Elefante agreed it is needed and suggested authorizing testing under new business.

Solicitor Shoemaker advised that JLUB Solicitor Aimino has recommended a change to the zoning ordinance text regarding lighting which will result in less lighting than Mr. Wolfson wants.

Mayor Maccarone suggested the Committee draft an ordinance for introduction at the 8-20 meeting. 

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Fein and seconded by Committeeman Elefante to approve    	
R-2012-149 Resolution for Closed Session. All were in favor.

The Committee entered closed session at 9:15 p.m. for the purpose of discussing the following matter:
 Personnel-Director of Community Development Position

The regular meeting reconvened at 10:05 p.m.

Mayor Maccarone stated that due to the discussion with Peter Burcat regarding virtual net metering, he 
feels it to be in the best interest of the Township to reject the prior bid for a PPA from Johnson Controls.

Motion was then made by Committeeman Elefante and seconded by Deputy Mayor Fein to reject the 
bid submitted by Johnson Controls for a PPA. Deputy Mayor Fein stated that it is presumed the 
Township will get more competitive bids, and was told that is the expectation. The Solicitor added that it 
also provides the potential for the township to get more capacity. Committeeman Descano asked the 
Solicitor of there could be any legal action from Johnson Controls. The Solicitor responded that the 
Township has the right to accept or reject bids.  All were in favor.

Deputy Mayor Fein moved to authorize the Solicitor to contact John Ritchey of NJDEP to discuss on-site 
generation options. Committeeman Descano seconded. All were on favor.

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Fein and seconded by Committeeman Elefante to authorize the 
Administrator/Clerk to submit advertisements for bids of an LED sign monument for the municipal 
building. All were in favor. 

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Fein to authorize advertising and receipt of bids for the 
public works storage building at such time as specifications are completed. Committeeman Elefante 
seconded. All were in favor. 
Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Fein and seconded by Committeeman Elefante to authorize the 
advertisement of Bids for Trash/Recycling Collection and Disposal. All were in favor. 

Deputy Mayor Fein moved to authorize the Chief of Police to utilize a third party service for testing for 
elevations. Committeeman Armano seconded. All were in favor.

Motion was made by Committeeman Elefante to authorize the Eagle Scout house numbering plan. 
Deputy Mayor Fein seconded. All were in favor.

Motion was made by Committeeman Elefante and seconded by Committeeman Armano to accept the 
resignation of Jim Morrison, Electrical SubCode with regret. All were in favor. 

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Fein and seconded by Committeeman Armano to accept the letter 
of resignation from Anthony Zappasodi with regret. All were in favor.

Motion was made by Committeeman Elefante and seconded by Deputy Mayor Fein to approve the bills 
and purchase orders as submitted by the Finance officer for approval, pending final approval of the 
Mayor. All were in favor. 
	                      
Having no further business, motion was made by Committeeman Elefante and seconded by Deputy 
Mayor Fein to adjourn the meeting. All were in favor. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:12 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Jane DiBella
Administrator/Clerk
	
			




