MINUTES
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
WORK SESSION MEETING
JUNE 4, 2012

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Mayor Maccarone who made the following statement:

The June 4, 2012 work session meeting of the Woolwich Township Committee is being called to order.  Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Roll Call:	Armano: PRESENT	Descano: PRESENT	Elefante: PRESENT
Fein: PRESENT		Maccarone: PRESENT

Also present on the dais were Solicitor Mark Shoemaker, Director of Community Development Anthony Zappasodi and Administrator/Clerk Jane DiBella. 

Those presented saluted the American Flag.

Motion was made by Committeeman Elefante and seconded by Deputy Mayor Fein to open the meeting to the public. All were in favor.

Hearing no comment, motion was made by Committeeman Descano and seconded by Deputy Mayor Fein to close the public portion. All were in favor. 

Mayor Maccarone read the following Ordinance by title only upon second reading:

2012-14 An Ordinance Requiring the Registration and Licensing of all Rental Properties within the Township of Woolwich, Gloucester County, New Jersey; Requiring Certain Inspections on a Periodic Basis to Qualify for Such License; Establishing Fees; and Providing Penalties for Violation 
Open public hearing: Elefante	Second: Armano	All in favor
No public comment
Close public hearing: Descano	Second: Fein		All in favor
Committeeman Elefante noted that due to research he has conducted on fees, he would suggest an amendment to the Ordinance as introduced to lower the registration fee from $150.00 to $100 and to require a second inspection fee at the cost of $20.00.

Committeeman Descano inquired if a second public hearing would be required for the proposed amendment. Solicitor Shoemaker replied in the affirmative.

Motion was then made by Committeeman Elefante and seconded by Deputy Mayor Fein to approve the amendments as suggested. All were in favor.

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Fein and seconded by Committeeman Descano to open the public hearing on Ordinance 2012-14 as amended. Hearing no comment, the public hearing on the Ordinance as amended was closed upon a motion by Committeeman Descano and seconded by Deputy Mayor Fein. All were in favor. 

Motion was made by Committeeman Elefante to adopt Ordinance 2012-14 as amended. Committeeman Armano seconded.
Committeeman Elefante thanked Mrs. DiBella, Mr. Zappasodi, Jim sabetta and Mr. Shoemaker for their help with the Ordinance.
Roll Call: Armano: YES, Descano: YES, Elefante: YES, Fein: YES, Maccarone: YES

Mr. Alan Connors representing People for People, a non-profit Gloucester County Organization, and Mr. Sam Leone of Conifer Realty made a presentation to the Committee regarding their investigation into the possibility of constructing an affordable housing complex geared towards income eligible veterans. 

Mr. Connors explained the mission of People for People to assist income eligible veterans, including work force families recently coming back from service, disabled veterans,  senior veteran’s, surviving spouses and gold star parents. Mr. Connors spoke of the Camp Salute project and the social services and community resources provided in conjunction with the project. 

Mr. Leone then spoke regarding his company which specializes in affordable multi -family construction, partnering with non-profits. He explained the tax credit process. He stated that he envisions the potential for a 60 unit complex of which there would be a 25% set aside for disabled veteran’s and 75% of veteran preference units.  He also noted that the units would be marketed towards veterans through social service networks, but that they are not able to turn away income eligible non-veterans.

Mr. Leone also explained the competitive tax credit application process, and noted that the structure of the application has changed to a point system. His company is in the process of clarifying the point system, specifically that the units must be within a “ready to grow” area, combined with a main street neighborhood, revitalization or redevelopment area. He added that the complex would have on site maintenance, clubhouse and computer lab which could be used as a resource for job seekers and veteran’s services. 

Mayor Maccarone asked if they have any sites in mind. Mr. Leone responded that there are two neighboring sites on Auburn Road they are looking into, one of which is privately owned and one of which is within the Weatherby GDP and specified as an affordable housing site. He added that he wanted to make sure that the Township is comfortable with the project prior to looking further into negotiating a site.

Mayor Maccarone responded that he likes the project concept and asked for the Committee’s thoughts.

Committeeman Elefante noted that this was the second presentation he has heard regarding this potential project and that he feels it is right for the township.

Committeeman Descano noted the presence of Tom Narolewski, the Township’s Risk Management Coordinator and that Mr. Narolewski is involved with People for People. He added that he is all for doing anything for the people who create the freedoms we all enjoy, and that the project seems like a win-win in satisfying our affordable housing obligations.

Committeeman Armano asked what benefits communities have seen from this type of venture.

Mr. Leone responded that in some cases, their projects have addressed present environmental constrictions; provide jobs to communities and a measurable impact as local consumers. 

Committeeman Armano asked for clarification that the project can be marketed to veterans, but can’t be exclusive to veterans. He added that it would be a leap of faith on the part of the township, and asked how the company would work on marketing to the veteran community.

Mr. Connors responded that People for People have worked with the veteran’s community for ten years, and those relationships alone would assist them will their marketing strategies.

Mr. Zappasodi agreed that regional advertising is required, but that marketing can be geared towards certain groups.  Mr. Leone added that they would work with the township on an affirmative marketing plan. He added that there are over 3,000 local qualified veterans and 26,000 in all of Southern New Jersey.

Deputy Mayor Fein inquired as to a projected project time line. Mr. Leone replied that three key elements would be needed prior to a December application; site control, preliminary approval of the Joint Land Use Board and a PILOT Agreement with the Township. Once the application is turned in, there is a three month wait for a response. If successful, there would be architectural final site plan and permitting processes, closure within 4-6 months and a twelve month construction period (completed at the end of 2014.)

Committeeman Descano noted that Summit Ventures will be looking for COAH obligation credits. 

Mr. Zappasodi added that he would like to have a three way meeting with Summit Ventures, as their parcel is already zoned for affordable housing.

Committeeman Descano suggested the Committee authorize Mr. Zappasodi to facilitate a meeting between people for People, the Township and Summit Ventures. 

Mr. Zappasodi also asked the Committee to consider entering into a PILOT Agreement with the same numbers utilized as within The Oaks under the HMFA statutes.

Mayor Maccarone thanked Mr. Leone and Mr. Connors for their presentation.

The Committee then heard from Mr. Jerry Campanaro of Marsh McClennan who is conducting a reevaluation of the Township’s health benefit plan. He noted that the Township currently is provided benefits through a PPO network-large group platform-experience rated model. He proposes a plan with higher deductibles, GAP coverage and a Health Reimbursement Account, projecting over $200,000 in savings. He added that the plan components would be health coverage through Horizon Direct Access, the GAP Plan and an HRA Debit card funded by the employer.

Mayor Maccarone advised the Committee that he has met with Mr. Campanero and his associates along with Committeeman Elefante, Will Pine, CFO and Mrs. DiBella, and asked for this presentation to explain the plan to the rest of the Committee.

Committeeman Descano noted his concern with the individual user, asking how this plan would compare with what the employees currently have. Mr. Campanaro responded that there are lower benefits resulting in increased savings and the use of the HRA and GAP to fund the excess costs.

Committeeman Armano asked to see a side by side plan comparison of what is proposed vs. what is currently provided. He was advised that the information was provided to him. Mr. Campanaro noted that this particular plan design will never be seen in the market place.

Mr. Narolewski, the Township JIF RMC handed out informational materials to the Committee. 

Committeeman Elefante noted that he had attended a meeting that day with the Mayor and Mrs. DiBella with Logan officials who have the same plan. He noted that they had suggested taking time to create a benefits sub-committee, include union representatives and commence discussion and evaluation in order to make an informed decision.

Mr. Zappasodi asked how soon this change could take effect and was told it could be in place by the July 1st renewal.

Mrs. DiBella noted that it will take time to evaluate the plan, taking time and thought prior to institution of a potential change.

Mayor Maccarone thanked those for being present. 

Noting someone in the audience wishing to speak, motion was made by Deputy Mayor Fein and seconded by Committeeman Elefante to re-open the public portion.

Mrs. Sabrina Canady of 21 Spring Hill Drive asked what schedule roadside mowing is on, and noted that Garwin Road needs to be cleared of overgrowth.

Mayor Maccarone responded that the Township will contact public works and have them take a look.

With no further comment, the public portion closed upon a motion by Deputy Mayor Fein, seconded by Committeeman Armano and unanimously approved. 

Mayor Maccarone read the following resolutions for the Committee’s consideration:

R-2012-105 Resolution Authorizing Renewal of Plenary Retail Consumption Liquor License #0824-33-003-001 to PRP Woolwich LLC	Motion: Elefante	Second: Armano	All in favor

R-2012-106 Resolution Authorizing Renewal of Plenary Retail Distribution Liquor License #0824-44-004-002 to Bhullar Jeeta Singh and Singh Parminder	Motion: Fein	Second: Armano   All in favor

R-2012-107 Resolution Authorizing Renewal of Plenary Retail Consumption Liquor License # 0824-33-002-008 for Earl C. Rode Jr., Inc. 	Motion: Fein	Second: Elefante	All in favor

R-2012-108 Resolution Authorizing Renewal of Club License # 0824-31-001-001 to Swedesboro Golf Association, Inc. 	Motion: Fein		Second: Armano	All  in favor

R-2012-109 Resolution Authorizing Placement of Municipal Lien on Various Properties Within the Township of Woolwich 	Motion: Fein	Second: Elefante	All in favor


R-2012-110 Resolution Endorsing the Findings and Determination Statement and Authorizing the Clerk to Submit an Application for a Raffle License on Behalf of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Burlington, Camden and Gloucester Counties	Motion: Armano	Second: Fein	All in favor

R-2012-111 Resolution Authorizing the Tax Collector to Transfer Overpayment of Taxes
Motion: Armano	Second: Fein	All in favor

R-2012-112 Resolution Authorizing the Tax Collector to Refund Overpayment of Property Taxes for the 2nd Quarter by Virtue of Overpayments made by Homeowner, Mortgage Company and/or Title Company or Homestead Rebate Which was not Deducted by the Mortgage Company
Motion: Descano	Second: Elefante	All in favor

The Director of Community Development presented his 	Departmental Report at which time the following discussion took place:
· Removal of tree buffer by NJTA at 9 Karens Court. Resident upset. Meeting held on site. Mr. Zappasodi may ask that we assist the resident by utilizing the tree compensation fund for replacement of trees.
· Scotts Glen-Letter received from South Jersey Gas Company regarding removal of trees planted in utility easement. Will meet with the developer to have trees relocated as much as possible. Will provide further update after meeting.
· Estates at Stone Meeting House COAH issue: Need to conference with COAH professionals regarding developer obligation to construct affordable twin home prior to issuance of further building permits for market rates units within the development.
Committeeman Descano asked if the NJ Turnpike had removed the trees as part of their work at Interchange 2. Mr. Zappasodi replied that it had nothing to do with the interchange, but rather a flashing warning light the turnpike was installing.

Deputy Mayor Fein questioned Mr. Zappasodi about the tree buffer in the easement in Scotts Glen. Mr. Zappasodi replied that the resident was concerned that no notification of the tree removal was provided. He added that it was one row of trees and that two rows remain.

Under discussion items, the Administrator/Clerk advised that specifications are ready for advertisement of bids for a fire truck. Discussion ensued whether the Township should wait until the approved budget is returned from the state prior to advertising the truck. Deputy Mayor Fein inquired of the Solicitor whether the Township could still advertise prior to receipt of the approved budget. The Solicitor responded that the Township could advertise.

Mr. Zappasodi noted that he and the Mayor will attend a meeting in Trenton the following day to discuss permitting and moving forward with the Mill Road project. Pennoni Associates and the Hendrickson Mill Lake owner will also attend. He also noted that the project has been held up due to the permit issue and deciding which department had permitting jurisdiction.

Mr. Zappasodi also updated the Committee on a meeting conducted with NJDOT regarding plans for improvements of the Rt. 322/Kings Hwy. intersection. He advised that the plans look nice, but that the township was advised that project funding is planned for 2017. The Township will send its comments back to the DOT stating its displeasure with the extended time frame.

Mr. Zappasodi then advised that the owner of the Shell Station at Rt. 322 has returned signed Agreements regarding the commuter lot and sidewalk improvements. He is having difficulty in getting insurance for the sidewalk through his carrier. The owner asked Mr. Zappasodi if the Township would consider waiving the insurance requirement. Mr. Shoemaker then offered to review the owner’s General Liability since at times; there are provisions that may provide the needed coverage.

Mr. Zappasodi advised that the storm sewer drains along Heritage Drive were jetted and cleaned by the County; however, the water has returned and refilled the pipes and inlets. The position of the engineer is that it may be improperly graded. Discussion commenced as to what needs to be done in order to prevent the water from filling back in; ie: swales, grades, inlets etc. Also, a small swath of concrete may be needed to direct ponded street water to the drain. The Township will consider an interlocal agreement with the county at their next meeting, for their work done to jet and clear the pipes.

The Administrator/Clerk advised the Committee that no RFQ’s were received for the position of Public utility Attorney. Brief discussion followed regarding how to proceed in this regard.

Mrs. DiBella advised the Committee of the CFO’s request to advertise RFQ’s for bank depositories, and noted that recent legislation allows public funds to be deposited in Credit Unions which may yield higher interest rates. 

 Under old business, the Committee reviewed and discussed the Riparian Zone Ordinance as introduced on March 19th and recommended to the JLUB for their review and input. Based upon the direction of the JLUB as well as the NJDEP, certain revisions were made to the Ordinance with exclusion under the Township’s “Right to Farm” ordinance, but that the NJDEP had not approved an exception for alternate energy sources.  Mr. Zappasodi recommended that the Township Committee consider the ordinance as amended and hold a second public hearing. He further offered to write a memo to the JLUB explaining why the Governing Body would adopt the Ordinance without all of the suggested revisions, noting that there is a legal requirement that prompts the alternate energy language. He further suggested proceeding with the public hearing and adoption of the Ordinance as amended at the next Township Committee meeting so that it can be accomplished prior to the Public Hearing on the Wastewater Management Plan scheduled for July 9th. 

Mayor Maccarone replied that Mr. Zappasodi has worked long and hard on this Ordinance, and complied with the feedback received from Trenton. He suggested the Committee move forward as discussed. All were in agreement.

Brief discussion was held to provide an update to the Committee as to a meeting with Pennoni’s architect, the Director of Public Works, Mr. Zappasodi and Mrs. DiBella regarding the public works storage building. Draft concepts were provided for review.

Mr. Zappasodi also advised the Committee that he will be sending five (5) certified mail packets asking for WMP consent to Aqua New Jersey, Delaware Valley regional Planning Commission, Swedesboro Department of Public Works and Logan Township MUA. 

The Committee took the following action also under new business:

Deputy Mayor Fein moved to authorize the Director of Community Development to move forward with discussions relative to the Veteran’s Affordable Housing Project. Committeeman Descano seconded. All were in favor.

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Fein and seconded by Committeeman Elefante to authorize bids for the fire truck per the specifications provided. All were in favor.

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Fein to authorize the CFO to seek RFQ’s for banks. Committeeman Elefante seconded. All were in favor.

Committeeman Descano noted that he will be unable to be present at the next meeting due to a conflict. He also noted that four (4) cases of Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever have been confirmed in the Lexington Hill development.

Motion was made by Committeeman Descano and seconded by Committeeman Armano to approve the bills and purchase orders as presented for payment by the finance officer pending the Mayor’s final review. All were in favor.

Hearing no further business, motion was made by Committeeman Elefante and seconded by Committeeman Armano to adjourn the meeting. All were in favor.

The meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Jane DiBella
Administrator/Clerk


Minutes not verbatim
Audio Recording on file



											
						 

	
	


