MINUTES
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
SPECIAL TOWN HALL MEETING
APRIL 23, 2012

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Samuel Maccarone Jr. at 7:05 p.m.

Mayor Maccarone provided notice under the Open Public Meetings Act.

Roll Call was conducted: Armano: PRESENT	Descano: PRESENT	Elefante: PRESENT
Fein: PRESENT		Maccarone: PRESENT

Also present on the dais were the Director of Community Development Anthony Zappasodi, Clerk/Administrator Jane DiBella, Chief of Police Russell Marino and Police Captain Thomas Neale.

Those present saluted the American Flag. 

Mayor Maccarone thanked the public for coming out and noted the presence of the following individuals in the audience:

Senate President Stephen Sweeney, Assemblywoman Celeste Riley, Kingsway School District Superintendent Dr. James Lavender, S/W School District Superintendent Dr. Victor Valeski, Kingsway Board President Mark Kehoe, S/W Board President Jennifer Cavallaro and Woolwich JLUB Chairman Alan Schwager. 

Mayor Maccarone explained that the meeting is meant as an informative session for residents, and the Committee conducts these town hall meetings twice a year for the purposes of open government and communication between the governing body and its residents.

Deputy Mayor Fein, as committee liaison to schools briefly discussed the Township’s quest towards fair funding for our school’s as an extraordinary growth district. He then asked the S/W BOE President Jenn Cavallaro to provide an update as to the bipartisan efforts to obtain fair funding.

Ms. Cavallaro explained that over the past year, legislators have sponsored, drafted and passed bi-partisan support that would have supported our local schools based upon Governor’s Christie’s suggestion to lobby for such support. When the bill reached the Governor’s desk, he pocket vetoed the bill. The Districts once again reached out to the state and was told that transformational aid would be forthcoming.  Such aid was received, but not adequate to address the explosive growth for the S/W and Kingsway Districts. 

Subsequent meetings have been conducted at which time weighted measures for funding has been discussed. None of the proposed measures will get the district to adequacy. Ms. Cavallaro informed those present that she had been in Trenton that day for Senate Budget Hearings, and the funding issue was discussed. The Commissioner of Education acknowledged that the districts are in a tough spot, but no mention was made as to a solution. Ms. Cavallaro spoke with the Commissioner after the meeting, and asked if he would advocate for emergency funding on our behalf when he speaks with the Governor. The Commissioner had no comment.

Dr. Lavender noted that Ms. Cavallaro had provided an excellent summary and thanked Ms. Cavallaro for her lobbying efforts. He noted that Senator Sweeny, Assemblywoman Riley and Assemblyman Burzichelli have advocated for the districts and in fact were able to get additional funding in 2008. Thereafter Governor Corzine initiated drastic cuts in aid for which the trend has continued.
Dr. Lavender noted that if the proper aid had been given, the districts could have held tax increases flat and increased staff and programs.

Mayor Maccarone thanked the districts for all that they have done and noted there is still a long way to go. Deputy Mayor Fein stated that he and the Mayor are participating in the Fair Funding Action Committee in partnership with other local district officials to lobby the fair funding issue.

Ms. Cavallaro added that it is important to note that the Fair Funding Action Committee is a bi-partisan effort made up of various entities working together on this issue. They have planned an informational session for May 8th at Kingsway Regional High School and maintain a Facebook page with updated information. She urged residents to get involved as this issue affects all taxpayers, not just those with children in the districts.

Senator Sweeney noted the efforts of Ms. Cavallaro and said that he and his fellow D-3 Legislators have listened. He stated that supplemental funds could be made available outside of the normal budget, but would have to be done legislatively. He said this issue is about fairness and urged residents to increase e-mails to the state. He added that we are talking about $5 million in a $32 billion dollar budget, which could be easily included if the Governor chooses to do so. He said they will put a resolution in both houses, but the Governor needs to put it in his budget. He again urged the residents to let the Governor know their concerns. 

Assemblywoman Riley added that there was a whole process of lobbying for additional aid, and was heartbroken when it finally received the floor vote and the Governor vetoed it. She noted that it is difficult to get the people from the north to support the money in the south. 

Senator Sweeney offered to provide answers to any questions regarding the funding formula, and said that they are here to help and work with the taxpayers.

Mayor Maccarone then advised of the efforts towards the commercial development of the Rt. 322 corridor and called on the Director of Community Development to provide an update.

Mr. Zappasodi presented maps of the improvements underway to the exit 2 interchange which will provide a traffic signal and turn lanes as well as a commuter lot.

He further showed and explained the sewer service area of the Township’s Wastewater Management Plan (WMP). He noted the process and timelines through which public hearings will be conducted by the state and municipality as to the WMP.

Mr. Zappasodi then advised that the developer has submitted plans for the first phase of 1.4 million square ft. of retail space. Said application will be under completeness review. A public hearing will be scheduled for the residents off of Back Creek Road which will be affected by this phase to discuss buffering etc.  He added that there are some very big developers looking to open business here in Woolwich.

Mayor Maccarone noted that this development will provide needed tax relief.

Committeeman Elefante then explained the 2012 Municipal Budget process, stating that due to the state’s timeline in reviewing and approving the introduced budget, the Township Committee had been unable to adopt the budget on April 16th as planned.  He explained that the local purpose tax  represents an increase of $54/yr for the average homeowner. He then noted that the tax rate is made up of 65% paid to schools, 21% paid to the county and 14% for the municipality. 

Committeeman Elefante then noted that the introduced budget is lean, and difficulties have been met with increasing health care costs, gasoline increases and others and maintaining the 2% mandated cap.

He also explained that there have been difficulties with decreases in state aid, having lost $1.2 million in state revenue over the past ten years. He also discussed issues that the township may face with tax appeals, and noted that that loss in revenue stills has to be made up by the Township in its payments to the schools.

Committeeman Elefante added that the Township cannot continue to see a decrease in its surplus, and will be looking to re-build surplus in the coming years.

Mayor Maccarone noted that as the Township grows, we will need to continue services for our residents.

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Fein and seconded by Committeeman Armano to open the meeting to public comment. All were in favor.

Mark Kehoe of 40 Wayne Drive asked where the Township stands with the re-assessment process. Mrs. DiBella advised that the tax maps have been submitted to the state for review and approval. Once they have approved the maps, she looks for the county to begin the assessments of all properties as early as this summer and urged the residents to allow the assessment company to gain access to their homes. She estimated this would commence during the summer and continue into 2013 with the new assessments being reflected in the 2013-14 tax bills. 

Eric Ennis of 256 Windsor Drive inquired as to a long term plan for building and asked what is being built as far as apartments, noting the number of schoolchildren that apartments can generate.

Mayor Maccarone explained that Pondview  Luxury Apartments are under construction. 

Mr. Ennis inquired if there is a formula for what tax rate is used for apartments and was informed it is based on the value of the land and permitted according to sq. footage.

Mr. Ennis then inquired if there have been studies done to expect a ratio of student impacts per apartment, and noted there should be a plan for controlled growth.

Mr. Ennis then asked if there are other state school districts that are facing underfunding. Ms. Cavallaro replied that a total of 13 districts are under adequacy and funding.

Mr. Ennis suggested collaborating with those other districts as power comes with numbers. He also suggested that the Township assess its rental units and fears the impact of those units in the future.

Mr. Zappasodi responded that there will be no other apartment rental units within Weatherby, with all else being single family, town homes and condo’s. 

Deputy Mayor Fein noted that an Ordinance is under review by the Committee to enforce monitoring of rental units and charging fees for rental registrations and inspections. 

Dr. Lavender stated that the issue does not necessarily reflect on growth but rather the flaw is in the funding system. Modified funding does nothing to benefit the schools. He explained that if the schools funded in accordance with the current formula, the school tax rates would be drastically lowered. He noted that Mr. Ennis raised good points and appreciated his input.

Mr. Ennis also raised the issue of unfunded mandates in New Jersey and suggested that the taxpayers also protest those.

He then commented on the bus pick up and drop off point at Township Line Road and Westbrook Drive and asked if the coming clubhouse could provide an additional bus stop due to the dangerous conditions that now exist. 

Mayor Maccarone advised that the Committee is now acting to restrict parking in Westbrook at Weatherby Townhomes which may allow school buses to go into the development.

Committeeman Elefante thanked Mr. Ennis for his comments and noted that he can see that the Committee is heading in the right direction.

Mr. Raymond Sweeten of 187 Westbrook Drive presented photographs of the basin behind his home that has been filled with algae since the Township took ownership a few years ago. He added that he paid a $30,000 premium for his lot to be waterfront. He also noted that the aerator often clogs with algae to the point that it doesn’t run.

Mr. Zappasodi responded that as Mr. Sweeten is aware, the Township is trying to address the issue by hiring a contractor to assist with the algae problem and is also looking into aerators along the pond bottom to prevent algae growth. 

Mr. Kehoe of 40 Wayne Drive then asked how the proposed regional center will affect his property. 
Mr. Zappasodi advised him that the orange on the map depicts the proposed Sewer Service Area and that his property was included in the state’s plan for growth areas. He added that what it will mean to Mr. Kehoe would be more development surrounding his area and farmland turned into developable land.

Mr. Sweeten stated that it is a shame that not more residents came out.

Mayor Maccarone advised that a second town hall meeting will be conducted in the fall and will be advertised through Twitter, Facebook and flyers. He thanked those present for coming out. 

Deputy Mayor Fein noted that people don’t normally come out unless there is a big issue or problem.

With no further public comment, motion was made by Deputy Mayor Fein and seconded by Committeeman Elefante to close the public portion. All were in favor.

Motion was made by Committeeman Elefante and seconded by Deputy Mayor Fein to adjourn the meeting. All were in favor.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.


Respectfully submitted,


Jane DiBella
Administrator/Clerk


Minutes not verbatim
Audio Recording on file




