MINUTES
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
WORK SESSION MEETING
APRIL 2, 2012

The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by Mayor Maccarone with the following statement:

The April 2, 2012 work session meeting of the Woolwich Township Committee is being called to order.  Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Roll Call:	Armano: PRESENT	Descano: PRESENT	Elefante: ABSENT
Fein: PRESENT		Maccarone: PRESENT

Also present on the dais were Solicitor Mark Shoemaker, Director of Community Development Anthony Zappasodi and Administrator/Clerk, Jane DiBella.

Also present in the audience were Chief Marino and Lt. Neale of the Woolwich PD., Woolwich Fire Chief Ed Barber and County Fire Marshall Ed Johnston.

Those presented saluted the American Flag.

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Fein and seconded by Committeeman Descano to open the meeting to public comment. All were in favor. 

Marvin McCallister of 235 Westbrook Drive stated that regardless of the decision made regarding Westbrook Drive Parking, he supports restricting parking to one side of the street throughout.

Mayor Maccarone advised that the Committee would conduct a public hearing on Ordinance 2012-06 at which time the public would be heard regarding the Westbrook Townhomes parking restrictions.

Mike Szubiak of 265 Westbrook Drive began to speak on the parking issue, and Mayor Maccarone asked him to wait until the public hearing.

Mayor Maccarone asked if anyone from the public wished to speak on any matter aside from the parking issue. Hearing none, the public portion was closed upon a motion by Deputy Mayor Fein, seconded by Committeeman Armano and unanimously passed.

Mayor Maccarone read the following ordinances by title only upon second reading:

2012-06 Ordinance of the Township of Woolwich, County of Gloucester and State of New Jersey Amending Chapter 182 of the Code of the Township of Woolwich to Establish No Parking Regulations on Keswick Drive and Portions of Westbrook Drive Within the Township of Woolwich
Open public hearing:	Armano		Second: Fein	All in favor

Mr. Szubiak then asked if the restricted area in front of his house could be moved back as from there on the road is straight way. The Committee consulted the maps to see where Mr. Szubiak was referring, and noted the close proximity to the intersection with Keswick Drive and suggested that the area would have to remain restricted to allow turning trucks onto Keswick. 

Mayor Maccarone noted that two years ago the Township began to discuss this issue at which time parking would have been restricted to one side of the street only. He noted that the new plan accommodates residents while consideration is given to public service responders.

Robert Leone of 214 Westbrook Drive asked if the Fire Company has been back there with a truck. Chief Barber replied that the fire company has been there numerous times and that while the trucks can maneuver, turns are very tight. The fire chief added that it’s also not just for maneuverability, but also the need to deploy outriggers for safety is a problem. 

Mr. Leone responded that there are constantly delivery and moving vans that don’t seem to have a problem. He also questioned the restriction on the outside circumference since that seems to have the largest area.  	

Deputy Mayor Fein responded that there are more driveway cuts on the outside and therefore less area to park.

Mayor Maccarone noted that the development approval was given many years ago, and unfortunately, parking was not taken into consideration.

Mr. Leone asked the Mayor if he has seen the number of cars parked out there and asked where they will park with restrictions in place. 

Bob Paradise of 195 Westbrook Drive also asked where the residents are going to park. He said that no one parks in their driveway or garage, and that he has never seen a townhome development without any place to park. He also noted safety concerns saying that children are always playing around the cars and motorized scooters are used and that he never sees police patrols. He added that if the island is removed, people aren’t even going to slow down.

Mayor Maccarone responded that the top priority is safety. He advised Mr. Paradise to call the police when he sees dangerous conditions.

Mr. Paradise then questioned the Pondview apartments which he said they were told would be condo units. He asked why no consideration was given to add more off street parking.

Mr. Zappasodi advised Mr. Paradise that the zoning was locked in place by the 1998 Weatherby General Development Plan. 

Mayor Maccarone stated that there is no land to create offsite parking. He added that with parking restrictions, Kingsway busses may be able to pick up students within the development avoiding the dangerous conditions at the pickup stop at Township Line and Westbrook Drive. 

Mr. Paradise also questioned the methodology of restricting parking on the outside loop. Lt. Neale responded that there is actually more linear feet for parking on the inside loop.

Mr. Sweeten of 187 Westbrook Drive showed a photo of a rig parked 44 feet on the curve. He added that this has taken over a year to resolve and said that the Committee won’t be happy until the restrictions are put in place. He asked why the curb can’t be put back, to which Mayor Maccarone replied that it would be a big expense.

Mr. Sweeten asked if the fire company was volunteer or paid and asked how often they conduct training. Chief Barber replied the company is volunteer and training is conducted throughout twice monthly including CEVO training. The Chief added that the set up of apparatus in the development is difficult with just one truck. Of more were needed, it would be impossible.

Mr. Sweeten said that he is sure the police will be out there writing tickets now.

Mr. Rokuskie of 107 Westbrook Drive questioned the removal of the island. Mr. Zappasodi advised that it may just be trimmed down and landscaping removed. Mr. Zappasodi then explained the State Residential Site Improvement Standards which were adopted based upon lobby by the Builders League which sets forth uniformity as to width of streets, lighting etc., therefore restraining the township in its approval process. 

Mayor Maccarone advised that no curbs would be painted in the no parking areas for aesthetic purposes.

Mary Phelps of 233 Westbrook Drive noted that she has one car which she parks in her driveway. She added that there are other problems to be concerned with such as the trash and mailbox locations. She suggested that if the mailboxes and apartment trash locations were moved, more street parking would be available. She also suggested a speed bump instead of the island.

Mayor Maccarone replied that unfortunately, the Township cannot force the developer to do any of those things. Ms. Phelps responded that there is an art of compromise. Mayor Maccarone responded that the Township has already spoken with Fieldstone about these issues to no resolve, but can continue to meet and discuss these issues.

Mike Majka of 147 Westbrook Drive asked if the restrictions are a done deal. Mayor Maccarone advised that after the public hearing, the Committee would take a vote on the ordinance. Mr. Majke asked why the Committee didn’t consider finding a place for excess parking. The Mayor replied that there is no land on which to create excess parking.

Mr. O’Keefe of 312 Keswick Drive questioned taking away the restrictions at the corners and the restrictions at the radius of Keswick Drive, to which Deputy Mayor Fein responded that the corners are restricted in accordance with state law. Lt. Neale responded as to the restricted radius.

Susan Majka of 147 Westbrook Drive asked why the parking area at the Pondview Clubhouse could not be expanded for more parking. Mayor Maccarone replied that we can always inquire with Fieldstone. 

Rebecca Leone of 214 Westbrook Drive asked if there are any other alternatives such as permitted parking. She also questioned the methodology of the radius and further stated every day there are parking violations which are ignored. Mayor Maccarone replied that the Police is present and hearing everything that’s said.

Committeeman Armano then noted that while it is understood that there is going to be inconvenience, the Township has to go with its recommendations.

Mrs. Leone then asked if cars would be allowed to hang over onto the sidewalk. Mayor Maccarone replied that he did not think that blocking the sidewalk is allowed.

Justin DiDomenico of 279 Westbrook Drive stated that he is in favor of the restrictions, and noted that he parks both of his cars in his driveway, and that if others did the same, there wouldn’t be a problem. He also noted that a speed bump might be better than the island divider. He also asked why the apartment dumpsters be moved along with the development of Pondview, and also said that permit parking might be a good idea. 

Mrs. Phelps urged the Township to push the developer.

Mrs. DiBella asked to speak, and acknowledged that the issue has been discussed over the past few years to no resolve. She credited the Committee for taking action in the effort of safety. Mrs. DiBella added that the plan being discussed is a compromise from the last one presented which would have restricted parking to one side of the street throughout. She also advised that the Township has met with the developer many times and will continue to do so in the best interest of the residents.  

The resident of 173 Westbrook Drive thanked the Committee for convening the meeting and allowing the residents input. He added that while he sympathizes with his neighbors, he feels that better use of driveways will solve the problem. He commended the Committee for making tough decisions, but asked that consideration be given to ingress and egress. He added that a speed bump would be an excellent idea.

Mr. Leone addressed the numerous deed restrictions placed on the residents. Mayor Maccarone advised that this issue was recently discussed with the developer and they are unable to change the restrictions.  Deputy Mayor Fein stated that the Township has limited leverage with the developer.

Mr. Leone asked if he would be compensated for loss of his home value due to the parking restrictions. Deputy Mayor Fein stated that the Township Committee cannot assess property. Committeeman Armano said that while he understands the concern, the decision of a potential buyer could also be comprised due to the parking safety issue.

David Nerenberg of 166 Westbrook Drive stated that the contract clearly says that you cannot park in the street, and that no one follows half of the things contained in their contract. He said that the real issue is people not following the speed limit.

Marvin McCallister of 235 Westbrook Drive asked if a United States Government vehicle can be ticketed because there is one that parks in violation every day. He was advised that a government vehicle can be ticketed. 

Mr. Paradise stated that a compromise is better, but still overkill. 

Mayor Maccarone thanked everyone for coming out, and thanked the Fire Marshall, Fire Chief, Police Chief and Lt. for their time. 

Mr. Zappasodi added that he has spoken with the Kingsway Superintendent who was unable to attend that evening, but had looked upon the plan as favorable. He also asked him to acknowledge that the district will be looking into the bussing issue. 

Motion was made by Committeeman Descano and seconded by Committeeman Armano to close the public hearing. All were in favor.

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Fein and seconded by Committeeman Descano to take a five minute recess. All were in favor.

The meeting reconvened at 8:35 p.m. at which time Mayor Maccarone asked for a motion on Ordinance 2012-06.

Motion was made by Committeeman Armano and seconded by Deputy Mayor Fein to adopt the Ordinance.
Roll Call: Armano: YES, Descano: YES, Fein: YES, Maccarone: YES

2012-07 Ordinance of the Township of Woolwich Amending Chapter 135 of the Woolwich Township Code	
Open public hearing: Descano	Second: Fein	All in favor
No comment
Close public hearing: Fein	Second: Armano	All in favor
Motion to adopt: Armano	Second: Descano
Roll Call: Armano: YES, Descano: YES, Fein: YES, Maccarone: YES

2012-08 Township of Woolwich Ordnance for Required Connection of Septic Systems to Sanitary Sewers in Adopted Sewer Service Areas	
Open public hearing: Descano	Second: Fein	All in favor
No comment
Close public hearing: Fein	Second: Armano	All in favor
Motion to adopt: Descano	Second: Fein
Roll Call: Armano: YES, Descano: YES, Fein: YES, Maccarone: YES

2012-09 An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the Board of Health of the Township of Woolwich to Establish Requirements for the Operation of and Maintenance of On-Site Sewage Disposal Systems
Open public hearing: Fein	Second: Armano	All in favor
No comment
Close public hearing: Fein	Second: Armano	All in favor
Mr. Zappasodi commented that this Ordinance is a prerequisite for Wastewater Management Plan approval and that routine maintenance can avert septic failures.
Roll Call: Armano: YES, Descano: YES, Fein: YES, Maccarone: YES
						
2012-10 Township of Woolwich Riparian Zone Ordinance	
Open public hearing: Fein	Second: Descano	All in favor
No comment
Close public hearing: Fein	Second: Descano	All in favor
Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Fein to table ordinance 2012-10 and seconded by Committeeman Descano.  Roll Call: Armano: YES, Descano: YES, Fein: YES, Maccarone: YES

Mayor Maccarone read the following ordinances by title only upon first reading:

2012-11 An Ordinance of the Township of Woolwich, County of Gloucester and State of New Jersey Repealing Chapter 95 of the Code of the Township of Woolwich Entitled “Fees” and Replacing with the following “Application and Appeal; Fees, Deposits; Guarantees; Contributions” 
Motion: Fein	Second: Descano
Roll Call: Armano: YES, Descano: YES, Fein: YES, Maccarone: YES

2012-12 Use and Placement of Portable Storage Units and Pods 
Mr. Zappasodi noted that the ordinance had been revised as presented based upon the discussion of the Joint Land Use Board. Motion was then made by Deputy Mayor Fein to introduce the ordinance as amended regarding the placement of portable storage units. Committeeman Descano seconded.
Roll Call: Armano: YES, Descano: YES, Fein: YES, Maccarone: YES

2012-13 Ordinance of the Township of Woolwich Establishing Salary Ranges for Officers and Employees of the Township of Woolwich in the County of Gloucester for the Year 2012	
Motion: Fein	Second: Descano
Roll Call: Armano: YES, Descano: YES, Fein: YES, Maccarone: YES
								
Mayor Maccarone read the following resolutions by title only for the Committee’s consideration: 

R-2012-75 Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of a Street Opening Permit to South Jersey Gas-40 Nocentino Drive	Motion: Fein	Second: Descano	All were in favor

R-2012-76 Resolution Authorizing Lease of Township Owned Land for Farming Purposes
Motion: Armano	Second: Descano	All were I favor

The Director of Community Development presented his 	Departmental Report for review as self explanatory. He added that the Wastewater Management Plan is being formally reviewed by the DEP and so far, everything looks good.

Mr. Zappasodi also provided an update on a March 28th meeting held in Trenton with DEP Dam Safety and Land Use which the Administrator/Clerk and he attended on the behalf of the Township regarding the Mill Road culvert. The Township was also represented by the engineer and Mrs. Grasso of Pennoni Associates. Discussion was held as to finalizing design and permitting phase and review by dam safety and state land use. They cautioned as to allowing any future spillway within the Township’s right-of-way.

Committeeman Armano asked if the DEP will be dealing directly with the county on the culvert construction and was told yes.

Mayor Maccarone briefly discussed the potential vacation of Ogden Road to Grasso Foods. Authorization was given to Mr. Shoemaker to deal directly with Grasso Foods legal counsel to begin discussions.

Motion was made by Committeeman Armano and seconded by Committeeman Descano to approve Resolution R-2012-77 Resolution for Closed Session. All were in favor.

The Committee entered closed session at 8:50 p.m. for the purpose of discussing the following matters:
				Litigation: Natures Walk
				Potential Litigation: Waverly Meadows
				Contractual Matters: Sewer; Aqua New Jersey Easement

The open session meeting reconvened at 9:33 p.m.

Mayor Maccarone requested a motion on resolution R-2012-78 Resolution Authorizing Special 
Professional Services Contract/Phoenix Advisors . Hearing no motion, the resolution died.

Under new business, motion was made by Deputy Mayor Fein and seconded by Committeeman Descano 
to give the Director of Community development the authority regarding Natures Walk as discussed in 
closed session. All were in favor.

Motion was made by Committeeman Descano and seconded by Deputy Mayor Fein to approve the bills 
and purchase orders presented by the Finance Office pending the final review of the Mayor. All were in 
favor.

Committeeman Descano recapped the front end of the meeting, stating that he feels most residents 
realized that the Committee needed to act on the Westbrook parking situation, evidenced by the fact 
that they did not stay for the Committee’s vote.

Deputy Mayor Fein thanked the Administrator/Clerk, Director of Community Development, Police Chief 
and Lt. and the Fire Chief for being present and providing good information and commentary which 
were effective towards the residents understandings of the situation.

With no further business, motion was made by Committeeman Descano and seconded by Deputy Mayor 
Fein to adjourn the meeting. All were in favor.

The meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Jane DiBella
Administrator/Clerk
		




Minutes Not Verbatim
Audio recording on File




