MINUTES
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
APRIL 16, 2012

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Samuel Maccarone Jr. at 7:04 p.m. with the following statement:

The April 16, 2012 regular meeting of the Woolwich Township Committee is being called to order. Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Roll Call:	Armano: PRESENT	Descano: PRESENT	Elefante: PRESENT
Fein: PRESENT		Maccarone: PRESENT

Also present on the dais were Township Engineer Robert Callaway, Township Solicitor Mark Shoemaker, Director of Community Development Anthony Zappasodi and Administrator/Clerk Jane DiBella. 

Those present saluted the American Flag.

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Fein and seconded by Committeeman Descano to open the meeting to public comment. All were in favor.

With no comment forthcoming, the public portion close upon a motion by Committeeman Elefante, seconded by Deputy Mayor Fein and unanimously passed. 

Motion was made by Committeeman Elefante and seconded by Deputy Mayor Fein to approve resolution R-2012-78 Resolution Authorizing the 2012 Municipal Budget of the Township of Woolwich to be Read by Title Only. All were in favor. 

Motion was made by Committeeman Descano and seconded by Deputy Mayor Fein to open the public hearing on the 2012 Municipal Budget. 

Hearing no public comment on the 2012 budget, motion was made by Committeeman Descano and seconded by Deputy Mayor Fein to close the public hearing. All were in favor.

Committeeman Elefante stated that the intended budget adoption has been delayed due to the state’s workload on review and approval of the budgets submitted, and noted that the Township cannot adopt its budget until the state has issued its approval. He noted that hopefully the budget can be adopted at the ensuing meeting.

Motion was made by Committeeman Elefante and seconded by Committeeman Armano to approve the following reports as submitted for the month of March:
Tax Collector:			$1,308,200.62 remitted	
Municipal Court:		$16,666.96/ Woolwich $371.50/Swedesboro remitted
Police:				Monthly Activity
Park Director:			Monthly Activity 
All were in favor.

Mayor Maccarone read the following Ordinances by title only upon second reading:

2012-11 An Ordinance of the Township of Woolwich, County of Gloucester and State of New Jersey Repealing Chapter 95 of the Code of the Township of Woolwich Entitled “Fees” and Replacing with the following “Application and Appeal; Fees, Deposits; Guarantees; Contributions” 	
Motion to open public hearing: Descano		Second: Fein	All in favor
No public comment
Motion to close public hearing: Descano		Second: Armano
Motion to adopt: Fein		Second: Armano
Roll Call: Armano: YES, Descano: YES, Elefante: YES, Fein: YES, Maccarone: YES

2012-12 Use and Placement of Portable Storage Units and Pods 
Motion to open public hearing: Descano		Second: Fein	All in favor
No public comment
Motion to close public hearing: Descano		Second: Fein
Motion to adopt: Elefante		Second: Armano
Roll Call: Armano: YES, Descano: YES, Elefante: YES, Fein: YES, Maccarone: YES

2012-13 Ordinance of the Township of Woolwich Establishing Salary Ranges for Officers and Employees of the Township of Woolwich in the County of Gloucester for the Year 2012	
Motion to open public hearing: Descano		Second: Fein	All in favor
No public comment
Motion to close public hearing: Descano		Second: Fein
Motion to adopt: Fein		Second: Elefante
Roll Call: Armano: YES, Descano: YES, Elefante: YES, Fein: YES, Maccarone: YES
									 
Mayor Maccarone read the following resolutions for the Committee’s consideration:				
R-2012-79 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Making an Elevation Within the Woolwich Township Police Department to the Position of Captain		Motion: Fein	Second: Elefante
Mayor Maccarone noted that the promotion of Lt. Thomas Neale to the position of Captain is well deserved. Committeeman Elefante noted that Captain Neale is an example of what a police officer should be. Committeeman Descano noted that the number of officers in the room made him feel safe.
Roll Call: Armano: YES, Descano: YES, Elefante: YES, Fein: YES, Maccarone: YES

Mayor Maccarone administered the Oath of Public office to Captain Neale. The Captain thanked the Chief and Committee for the opportunity to serve in this capacity.

 R-2012-80 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Making Elevations Within the Woolwich Township Police Department to the Position of Corporal   Motion: Descano	Second: Elefante
Congratulations were offered to the new Corporals Daniels, Colavita, Verrilli and Reiger.

Mayor Maccarone administered the Oath of office to the Corporals.

Mayor Maccarone called a five minute recess to allow the courtroom to empty.

The meeting resumed at 7:29 p.m. at which time the Committee considered the following resolutions: 

R-2012-81 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Supporting  A-2717 Extending the Time Period for Municipalities to Commit to Expend Collected Development Fees and Payments-in-Lieu of Constructing Affordable Units	Motion: Elefante	Second: Armano
Committeeman Descano questioned the bill. Mr. Zappasodi responded that there are two companion bills asking for a four year extension of time, and that the League and other municipalities support this legislation. Unless this legislation is passed, the State could collect development fees from local municipalities in July of this year. All were in favor.

R-2012-82 Resolution of the Township of Woolwich Authorizing Amendments to the Personnel Policy and Procedures Manual, Submission of the Municipal Excess Liability Checklist for Approved Plans and Authorizing the Woolwich Township Solicitor to Certify Said Checklist  Motion: Fein      Second: Armano
Solicitor Shoemaker asked the Administrator/Clerk to acknowledge that all items on the checklist have been performed. She responded in the affirmative. All were in favor.

R-2012-83 Resolution Authorizing Hiring of Full Time Public Works Position  
Motion: Armano	Second: Elefante	All in favor

R-2012-84 Resolution Authorizing Hiring of Part-Time Summer Help with the Woolwich Township Public Works Department	Motion: Armano	Second: Fein
Committeeman Descano asked if funds were available in the budget. Mrs. DiBella replied that it had been decided to reduce three part time employees to two and that one additional full time position was budgeted for an entire year. The differences in savings would allow for the additional full time employee. All were in favor.

R-2012-85 2012 Emergency Temporary Budget NJSA 40A:4-20	Motion: Elefante	Second: Fein
All were in favor

The Engineer presented his monthly report at which time the following discussion took place:
· Tax maps have been updated with input from the tax office and answers to the state’s questions have been compiled. Resubmitting revised maps to the state this week.
· Will meet with Director of Public Works to discuss design parameters for storage building.
· Met with DEP to discuss permitting for the Mill Road project and waiting for guidance as to which department will issue permit (dam safety or land use). 
· Natures Walk-Final payment has been made to American Asphalt.
· Chestnut Ridge-Proceeding with surety remediation.
· Creek Run-Punch list issued-have received no comment back from the developer. 
· Scotts Glen inspections ongoing. 
Mr. Shoemaker noted the urgency to obtain an engineer’s punch list on Meadowview Estates he asked the Committee to consider authorizing the engineer to conduct said punch list.

The Director of Community Development presented his monthly report. Mr. Zappasodi advised the Committee of the need to decide whether or not to hold a public hearing on the Wastewater Management Plan (WMP). He noted that it does not hurt the township to not have a public hearing however, if there are comments made at the DEP public hearing, it could slow down the approval process. He opined that it might be good to hold a hearing to advise the residents that the sewer service area is changing.
Committeeman Descano asked of it would have to be a special meeting, and Mr. Zappasodi responded that it should be separate and apart from a regular meeting. He further advised of the time frame to schedule and notice both the DEP hearing and the Township’s. Mayor Maccarone advised that holding our own public hearing wouldn’t hurt. The Committee agreed.

Mr. Zappasodi also advised of an issue with the remedial work at Chestnut Ridge having to do with a clay liner in basin #1 and the surety’s displeasure with holding up the paving. It is hoped that this issue can be resolved via conference call with the surety. 

Mayor Maccarone requested the following liaison reports:
										
Committeeman Armano: Parks and Recreation; Many events have been held including the Easter Egg 
Hunt which drew over 700 children and 1,000 adults. Meeting was held with Carolyn Weaver, grant 
writer, regarding opportunities for park related grants. Opening Day for Little League was held and 
Mayor threw first pitch. Movie Night was held and was a success. Camp Connection event upcoming.  
Met with the Director f Public Works regarding storage building. The project will move to engineering 
phase soon. Tomato and Wine Festival; Discussion was held regarding this event and whether or not to 
continue. Committeeman Descano advised that the Environmental Commission had discussed holding 
some type of event in conjunction with the Tomato Festival. Brief discussion was held as to lack of the 
festival success in the past. Committeeman Armano suggested bringing this up with Parks and 
Recreation to see if there is any interest with them. Committeeman Elefante noted that the Committee 
should keep in mind the need to celebrate the Township’s heritage. Discussion continued with holding a 
produce event geared to children. Committeeman Elefante added that the Environmental Commission 
could get involved with composting education.
Committeeman Descano: JLUB; Meeting conducted with Wolfson regarding the Woolwich Commons Phase 1 at which time issues were discussed that may be faced relative to his application. Sewer is progressing. Environmental Commission; Meeting was conducted at which time discussion was held with a representative of South Jersey Land and Water Trust and the Public Works Director regarding naturalized basins concept. The Committee liked the idea as it would lessen the carbon footprint and save tax dollars. Discussion was also held about the ability to present this concept to various Township HOA’s for their consideration as a cost savings and environmental measure. Buildings and Grounds; Continue of review of public works storage building needs and timelines. Business Development Advisory: Very enthusiastic group of members continue to discuss new ideas. Meet and greet with local businesses is planned for May 23rd.  
Committeeman Elefante: Finance; Due to issues with the state’s workload, it has not yet approved the township’s 2012 budget for adoption. Hopeful to adopt at the May 7th meeting. Code Enforcement; Code enforcement meeting was held on April 11th at which time sign, ordinance and demolitions of structures was discussed.  He further noted that plans have been approved for the KRHS Middle School addition. Permits have been issued for a Yogurt business at the Woolwich Center. Zoning sign ordinance is under review and finger flag issues have been addressed via letters. Zoning; Many property maintenance violations will be issued due to foreclosures and abandonment. Municipal Court; Nothing to report.
Deputy Mayor Fein: Schools; Active along with the Mayor in Fair Funding Action Committee with school representatives and governing body members of all sending districts. The S/W School Board president Jennifer Cavallaro has taken initiatives in meeting with various State officials and the Community needs to come together in the effort to receive fair funding.  Trash/Recycling; 2011 State Tonnage grants should be received in the amount of $10,031. Bid specifications are under development for trash/recycling collection. Vegetative pickup has begun on normal summer schedule through September. Disposal rate has increased on vegetative by .50 per cubic yard. Mrs. DiBella added that vegetative collection will be conducted in-house within the Four Seasons Community in accordance with the Township’s schedule. 
Mayor Maccarone: Police; The Mayor acknowledged the elevations that evening and that the Corporals will save the Township supervisor pay.  Fire and EMS; Nothing to report. Ag/Open Space; Nothing to report. Ordinance Review: Thank you to Anthony Zappasodi for his work on various ordinance updates. More ordinances will be forthcoming.  

Committeeman Descano noted that he forgot to include his recommendation to appoint Frank Vegliante to the Environmental Commission as he has been an active attendee at the past EC meetings.

Deputy Mayor Fein noted that that it was heartening to see the leadership bond in the Police Department and the good-strong career paths put in place that evening.

Under old business, Mr. Shoemaker advised that the Solar RFP’s have been reviewed and are ready to go. RFP’s could be received by late June.

Also under old business, Mayor Maccarone reminded all of the Town Hall Meeting scheduled for April 23rd at which time school funding; the 2012 municipal budget and the Rt. 322 corridor plans would be topics. Various state and local officials are expected to attend.

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Fein and seconded by Committeeman Armano to approve 
resolution R-2012-86 Resolution for Closed Session.  All were in favor.

The Committee entered closed session at 8:19 p.m. for the purpose of discussing the following matters:
		Contractual Matters: Sewer
		Litigation Matters: Waverly Meadows
		Potential Litigation: Stone Meeting Estates/COAH Units

The regular meeting resumed at 9:06 p.m. at which time the Committee reviewed a draft ordinance 
requiring licensing and inspection of rental units. Mrs. DiBella asked that the Committee review and 
provide comment with the intent  to having a draft ready for introduction at the next meeting. 

Deputy Mayor Fein moved to authorize the engineer to conduct work within Meadowview Estates 
excluding videotaping of storm sewer pipes and construction management up to $6,000.00. 
Committeeman Armano seconded. All were in favor. 

The Committee briefly discussed the opportunity to swap out a police vehicle through trade in towards 
purchase of new patrol vehicle. Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Fein and seconded by 
Committeeman Elefante to authorize if decided upon. All were in favor.

Motion was made by Committeeman Descano and seconded by Committeeman Armano to authorize 
the Clerk to prepare a resolution appointing Frank Vegliante to the Environmental Commission to fill a 
vacancy. All were in favor.

Deputy Mayor Fein noted that he and the Mayor will meet with the S/W Board of Education President 
and various local and state officials regarding fair funding for schools. He requested authorization of the 
Committee to act on behalf of the Township in this regard. So moved Committeeman Elefante. 
Committeeman Descano seconded. All were in favor. 

The following minutes were approved upon a motion by Deputy Mayor Fein (with amendment to March 
19th minutes as to time) and seconded by Committeeman Armano.	
March 19, 2012 Regular Meeting
April 2, 2012 Work Session and Closed Session 
All were in favor. Committeeman Elefante abstained on the minutes of April 2nd work session.

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Fein and seconded by Committeeman Armano to approve the Bills and P/O’s as presented by the CFO pending the Mayor’s final review. All were in favor.

Having no further business, motion was made by Committeeman Elefante ad seconded by Deputy Mayor Fein to adjourn the meeting. All were in favor.

The meeting adjourned at 9:18 p.m.


Respectfully submitted,


Jane DiBella
Administrator/Clerk


Minutes not verbatim
Audio recording on file

