MINUTES
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
SPECIAL CLOSE-OUT MEETING
DECEMBER 28, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Chila with the following statement:

The December 28, 2009 Special Close-Out Meeting for the Year 2009 is being called to order. Adequate notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Roll Call: 	Maccarone: PRESENT		Lott: PRESENT		Otten : PRESENT
Lavender: PRESENT		Chila: PRESENT

Also present were Director of Community Development Anthony Zappasodi and Administrator/Clerk Jane DiBella.

Those present saluted the American Flag.

Motion was made by Committeeman Otten and seconded by Committeeman Lott to open the meeting to the public. All were in favor.

Josette Henwood of 209 Windsor Drive stated that her mailbox and paver landscaping were damaged by a snowplow that jumped the curb during the December 20th storm. She asked the Township to restore her pavers as she looked at it as being an accident as opposed to a casualty of the storm. Mayor Chila noted that her point is well taken, and will instruct the Director of Public Works to inspect the damage.

With no further public comment, the public portion closed upon a motion by Committeeman Maccarone, seconded by Committeeman Lott and unanimously passed.

Mayor Chila read the following resolutions by title only for the Committee’s consideration.

R-2009-279 Resolution Authorizing Award of Bid for Insulation of Woolwich Firehouse Roof
to Torterice in the amount of $15,800.00. Motion: Maccarone	Second: Lott
Mayor Chila asked the Administrator if the Borough of Swedesboro has agreed to cost share. The Administrator/Clerk advised that she was informed that the Borough CFO was asked to see if funds could be provided for re-imbursement to the Township within the 2010 budget of the Borough of Swedesboro. Committeeman Maccarone added that he had spoken with Mayor Fromm about cost share in October and Mayor Fromm had been in agreement. All were in favor.

R-2009-280 Resolution Authorizing Reduction of Assessment	Motion: Lott	Second: Maccarone
All in favor

R-2009-281 Resolution Authorizing Veteran’s Deduction Allowance	
Motion: Lavender	Second: Otten	All in favor

R-2009-282 Resolution Rejecting RFP’s  for End Market Recycling Service and Authorizing Re-Advertisement for Receipt of RFP’s	Motion: Otten	Second: Lavender	All in favor

R-2009-283 Resolution Authorizing Release of Maintenance Bonds as posted by RJP Homebuilders for the Subdivision Known as Chateau Ridge	Motion: Lavender	Second: Otten
Zappasodi advised that a letter has been received from the developers attorney with assurance that the developer will address the streetlight and cleaning of the drainage pipe, and that the letter was acceptable to the Township Solicitor. All were in favor.

R-2009-284 Resolution Authorizing Reduction of Letter of Credit Posted on Block 38, Lots 5.02 and 5.03-Craig	Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Lavender to approve, based upon the Township Engineer’s letter dated December 28th.	Second: Otten 	All in favor.

Under old business, the Administrator/Clerk advised that no bids were received for the second time for incentive based recycling service and that the Township would be free to negotiate a contract in this regard.

In New Business, the Township Administrator/Clerk advised that one RFP was received for the position of “Forrester” from Gregory Valesi of CME Associates. She suggested the Committee consider acting upon the RFP in the new year.

Mayor Chila noted the last meeting of Committeeman Paul Lott and asked him if he had any words. Committeeman Lott offered a prepared speech, as follows verbatim:

Well it’s been 55 days since Election Day and I’ve probably written this small speech 55 times since the unfortunate results were announced. I will officially complete my six years as Township Committeeman in three days.  I am extremely proud and honored to have been able to serve on Township Committee for the past two terms. My accomplishments have been talked about a lot as of late, however, nothing could have been achieved without the dedicated work of the rest of our committee, with the committed efforts of the public employees, as well as, the dedicated volunteers serving on numerous boards and committees on behalf of the Township.

 I must say that with all of the great things that have been accomplished in this township over the past 7 years, one thing that stands out and is at the top of my list of accomplishments, along with Township Committee, is this beautiful Building. This township deserved it, the employees deserved it. If for whatever reason, I am looked at in a negative light for this building by the residents, I am perfectly fine with that, this building was the right investment for the Township and was over a decade overdue.

My work is not finished and as I have stated before, I will remain involved with as many boards and committees which the Mayor and Committee so choose for me to be involve in at whatever capacity.

Now is the time for me to take care of those who have supported me the most over the past six years, my family. I missed far too many family events, children’s plays, recitals, doctor’s visits, parent meetings and sporting events. Fortunately for me, my wife and children understood that what I was doing was in the best interest of the community, which is the primary reason I got involved in public work, to contribute to the betterment of the community. It is with this in mind, that I must mention that I have grave concern for the Township. Woolwich Township will only become better and continue to develop successfully, if the residents work together as a community and not as individuals with personal agendas. I don’t care if you have lived here 1 month or have lived here for 60 years, its not about YOU and your personal interests, the success of Woolwich Twp will be when decisions are made for the best interests of the majority and not the minority. Some people may suffer for various reasons and circumstances but Woolwich Township is about community and never should anyone act for their own interest or personal gain.

I must express my personal concern for Woolwich Twp with my vacancy from the committee. The public has no idea and some really don’t care, however, this position requires an extreme amount of time working behind the sight of the public in meetings, phone conversations, emails, and related activities/events. I don’t know many individuals that have the time to put forth such an effort as I have over the past 6 years. Everyone sitting up here tonight knows what I mean but not to make small of it, most residents don’t have the slightest idea of the commitment involved in governing this township. I truly am concerned for this committee and committees moving forward for the work that will be necessary to keep the momentum moving forward to maintain the success of the township in the near future and beyond. 

I need to touch base on public accountability. Nothing frustrates me more than ignorant people that say and write things in public, with no clear understanding or true knowledge of what they are saying or writing. It is the responsibility of the individual to research the facts before making a generalized statement or writing a false comment. I personally have committed myself to calling out anyone who says or writes misinformation towards the Township, for personal gain or a mere smear campaign against a public official or employee.

Moving forward, I am challenging Township Committee Members regarding future budgets, plain and simple, if you don’t support a proposed budget, don’t ever vote to spend a dime that year. It’s no secret, Woolwich Township is a growing town with many improvements to be made and multiple projects to implement, but these projects cannot exist unless you support a budget. If you vote against a budget for whatever reason, forget about spending money for the projects.

In closing, I would like to wish the best of luck to everyone serving the Township of Woolwich. I believe I have been a major contributor to the success of Woolwich Township. As I have stated before, I will continue to contribute wherever and whenever asked, to continue the success. I leave here today proud of this Township and this Township Committee. Good Luck, Much Success and to a Healthy and Happy New Year.
God Bless!


Thank you!








Comments were offered to Committeeman Lott from all of his fellow Committee members, the Director of Community Development and Administrator/Clerk.

Mayor Chila noted that for someone who recently lost an election, when the Township was covered in two feet of snow, Paul Lott was the first one to offer to run a plow. He wished Committeeman Lott the best, but noted that he would be given continued responsibilities within the Township.

Motion was made by Committeeman Otten and seconded by Committeeman Maccarone to approve the bills. All were in favor.

The 2009 business of the Township of Woolwich closed at 6:23 p.m. upon a motion by Committeeman Lott and seconded by Mayor Chila. All were in favor.


Respectfully submitted,


Jane DiBella
Administrator/Clerk




Minutes not verbatim
Digital recording on file

