AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH GOVERNING THE USE AND PLACEMENT OF PORTABLE STORAGE UNITS AND PODS

2012-12

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Woolwich finds it necessary to amend Chapter 203 of the Code of the Township of Woolwich entitled “Zoning” to address the use and placement of portable storage units within the Township of Woolwich;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Woolwich that a new Section be inserted within Chapter 203 of the Woolwich Township Code entitled “Portable Storage Units” per the following:


Use and Placement of Portable Storage Units and Pods
A.) Definitions:

        As used in this chapter the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:       

Personal Property shall mean any movable item or thing that is subject to ownership.

 Portable Storage Unit /Pod shall mean any container designed for the storage of personal property that is typically rented to owners or occupants of property for their temporary use and which is customarily delivered and removed by truck. 
Public Area includes any street, sidewalk, highway, public lane, alley, right of way, easement, Township parking lot or other public place in the Township.

Temporary  shall mean having a limited duration or use;  not of permanent nature.
B.) Permit Required (multifamily dwellings, detached single family residential and nonresidential):

No person shall place or utilize a portable storage unit / pod or permit a portable storage unit/pod to be placed upon a property which a person owns rents, occupies or controls without first having obtained a permit from the Township Zoning Officer. Any placement of a portable storage unit/pod on public area shall first have written approval from the Township Police Department and an approved permit from the Zoning Officer. The placement of said portable storage unit/pod must be temporary; any permanent storage unit must comply with the appropriate accessory use controls contained in the applicable zoning district as per the Woolwich Township Code.   
C.)Application for permit; fees;  conditions of issuance:
1.) Application for portable storage unit/pod shall be made by submission of the following   
information to the Township Zoning Officer.

a.) Name and address of the applicant and the owner of the property, if different.

b.) Street address where the portable storage unit/pod will be placed.

c.) Size of the portable storage unit/pod and the proposed location of the unit.
d.) Anticipated length of time the portable storage unit/pod will be located on site.

e.) A sketch plot or plan of survey shall be provided to the Zoning Officer designating the specific area where the portable storage unit/pod shall be located.

        2.) The application fee and any renewal fee are $30 each payable at the time of 
application. 
        3.) Multifamily dwelling unit permit shall be valid for a period of (3) three calendar days.

        4.) A detached single family residential permit shall be valid for a period of (14) fourteen 
calendar days and may be renewed upon application to the Zoning Officer for an 
additional (14) fourteen days not to exceed a total period of (28) twenty eight days. 
Application for renewal shall be 
made prior to the expiration of the existing permit. 
Renewal shall be at the discretion of the Code Enforcement Officer.
        5.) A nonresidential permit shall be valid for a period of (30) thirty calendar days and may       


Be renewed upon application to the Zoning Officer for an additional (30) thirty calendar 
days not to exceed (60) sixty calendar days. Application for renewal shall be made prior 
to the expiration of the existing permit. Renewal shall be at the discretion of the Code 
Enforcement Officer.     


        6.) A permit may be revoked at any time during its term if the placement or use of the 
portable storage unit/pod constitutes a hazard to the health, safety or welfare of the 
citizens of the Township or for any other reason that constitutes a nuisance. 


         7.) No permit shall be issued if the Police Department determines that the issuance of a 
permit will constitute a danger to public safety or an unwarranted interference with the 
efficient movement of traffic.
         8.) Renewal shall not be unreasonably withheld by the Code Enforcement Officer and 
discretion may be utilized during instances of true personal emergencies and/or Acts of 
God.
         9.) Only one permit per property, including all renewals of said permit, shall be granted 
during a twelve-month period.


D.) Location, placement and condition of portable storage units/ pods in residential district:
1.) Portable storage units/pods may be located in any detached single family 
    
          residential zoning district. Except as provide herein, they shall not be placed in a 
        public area.
2.) Unit location must be immediately adjacent to or in the property driveway at the furthest accessible point from the street. Final placement shall be to the satisfaction of the Zoning Officer taking in consideration of existing set -backs, site lines, slope of the land, aesthetics, other structures, safety issues and the like.   
3.) Only one portable storage unit/pod may be placed on a single family residential property at one time. 

4.) No portable storage unit /pod located at a single family residential property shall be used for the storage of construction debris, business inventory, commercial goods or goods for property other than the residential property where the unit is located. No material of any kind may be placed or stored outside the unit at any time. Upon reasonable notice to the applicant, the Township may inspect the contents of any portable storage unit / pod for compliance with the chapter.
E.) Location , placement and conditions of portable storage units/pods in nonresidential districts:
1.) Portable storage units/pods may be placed in nonresidential zoning districts only at a designated location as approved by the Township Zoning Officer. The allowable number of units shall be determined by the Zoning Officer pending site characteristics, lot area and location of unit/units. 
2.) Applicants for portable storage units in nonresidential zoning districts must demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the Zoning Officer that the specific location/complex has sufficient space to place a unit or units and continue to provide adequate parking and public safety access and to comply with all health, safety and welfare concerns.
3.) The unit/units shall be placed only in the rear or side portion of the site. Under no circumstances shall a unit be placed in an area fronting a street or road or in a grass/landscaped area or in the front parking lot of a commercial establishment. The placement of portable storage units/pods in fire lanes, passenger loading zones, commercial loading zones or public rights- of- way shall be strictly prohibited. Units shall not impede the flow of vehicle or pedestrian traffic on said property, and shall not interfere with the ingress and egress from said property. Final placement shall be to the satisfaction of the Zoning Officer.
4.) No Portable storage unit/pod shall be used for the storage of construction debris or any goods or materials other than that of the commercial or industrial business where the unit is located. The items contained in the temporary portable storage pod shall be, including but not limited to: consistent with the products sold onsite, seasonally appropriate merchandise, holiday goods, or goods that have become replaced inside the business for marketing purposes. Upon reasonable notice to the applicant, the Township may inspect the contents of any portable storage unit or pod for compliance with this chapter.

5.) A separate permit is required for each portable storage unit/pod on a nonresidential property.

F.) General restrictions:  
1.) No portable storage unit/pod shall exceed twenty (20) feet in length.

2.) Portable storage units shall never be utilized as accessory structures in any zone as they are intended to be temporary rentals. Any storage pods that are owned by the property owner and/or contemplated to be onsite for more than the time frames specifically permitted in sections C3, C4, or C5 as outlined above, shall comply with the appropriate accessory use controls contained in the applicable zoning district as per the Woolwich Township Code.
3.) No hazardous material or organic waste shall be placed in a portable storage unit /pod.

4.) It shall be the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that the portable storage unit/ pod is maintained in a good condition, free from evidence of deterioration, weathering, discoloration, rust, ripping, tearing or other holes or breaks.

5.) Portable storage units/pods shall have no signage other than a serial number identifying the unit and the name, address and telephone number of the person or firm engaged in the business of renting or otherwise placing the portable storage unit/pod. 

6.)   Any deviation from these statutory restrictions regarding time/duration, location, 

        and size of said potable storage pods shall require a bulk variance from the 

  
        Township’s Joint Land Use Board.

G.) Enforcement; violations and penalties:

It shall be the responsibility of the Code Enforcement Officer and or the Police 
Department and or the Director of Public Works and or the Township Construction 
Official and their designated agents to enforce all provisions of this chapter

Any person who violates any of the provisions of this chapter shall be subject to the 
removal of the portable storage unit/pod at the expense of the applicant. Each day a 
portable storage unit/pod is placed or utilized in violation of the terms of this chapter 
shall constitute a separate offense. Each offense hereunder is punishable by a fine of 
not more than $100 per day.

H.) Inconsistency: 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances that are inconsistent with the terms of this ordinance be 
and the same are hereby repealed to the extent of their inconsistency.
I.) Effective Date:


This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon proper passage, publication in accordance 
with law and after final adoption as provided by law.

 





TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH






______________________________







Samuel Maccarone Jr., Mayor

ATTEST: ___________________________

Jane DiBella, Clerk

CERTIFICATION OF INTRODUCTION

The foregoing Ordinance was introduced and passed upon first reading by the Township Committee of 
the Township of Woolwich at a meeting conducted on the 2nd day of April, 2012. It will further be considered for final adoption upon second reading and subsequent to a public hearing conducted on same 
at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Woolwich Township Committee at which time and place 
any member of the general public may be heard. Said meeting to be held on the 19th day of April 2012, at 
the Woolwich Township Municipal Building, 120 Village Green Drive, Woolwich Township New Jersey
beginning at 7:00 p.m. 








_____________________________








Jane DiBella, Administrator/Clerk

CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION

The foregoing Ordinance was adopted by the Township Committee of the Township of Woolwich upon 
second reading and subsequent to a public hearing conducted on same, at a meeting of the Township 
Committee conducted on April 19, 2012 and therefore becomes effective.








________________________________








Jane DiBella, Administrator/Clerk
